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jnamAcam ah accoitiit or ^hs Lira ahd BZPLoirt or tni cBLmiftD cmaw* 

TAIM ; THB BLACK HAWK WAR ; A LBOBMB Or THB XLUBOU TUBS Or III]»^ 

AKWj sHowne tbb manhbr im which thbt bbcaxb bxtuot; a 

•VCCmCT DBfCtllPTIOll Or THB WIICONBIM AMD LAZB fUnB- 

RIOR COITHTRIBS, A'HB THBU RICH HlMBRALi; 

THB HASSACRB Or CHICAOO, AHD OTBBR 

DBBPLT niTBRBSTIlItt BCBBBB IB 

THB WBIT* 



BY ELBERT H. SMITH. 



I ifaMr of love and wedlock, death and lifisi 
Of ptoneers and heroes, peace and atrife ; 
(^ eomdbrles new, and aettlemrata began, 
or fortonea aometimea lost and aomenmea woi 
Of Jnattoe, Uherty, and equal right. 
And paint to fancy aoenea of rare delist; 
Of Bunea of silver, copper, golden ore : 
Prodaim the tidinga nr lh>in ahore to ahore I 
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THE DEDICATION. 



To all the lovers of the arts of Poesy and Uie Belles Lettres, 
and to an the friends and patrons of Ainerioan enterprise and 
home industry, hoping that the same may prove nsefiil and 
amusing to them, is this work most respectfully dedM»ted» 
By their obedient and humble servant, 

Thb Authob. 
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PREFACE. 



Peak Sbadkb — The author, in preeenting to joa a new 
work, hastily got up, is aware that it may have many imper- 
ftctions, and hopes the indulgence of an enlightened and gen- 
erous public. 

Whether he has done justice to the renowned savage, the 
hero of the work — to our noble governor, the great partisan 
warrior of his day, and to that gallant band of pioneemwho have 
contributed so much to the glory and prosp^ty of the West, 
the reader must determine." 

The account given of the genealc^y of Black Hawk, a de- 
scription of the war in which he acted so conspicuous a part, to- 
gether with his whole history, will be found int^'esting : ako^ 
the various scenes in the West, herein described, more or less 
femiliar to the first pioneers, cannot but be perused with plea- 
sure by all who recollect them ; whilst their relation will be 
more espedally novel, interesting and delightful to all those who 
never Jieard of them before. 

This comprehensive treatise portrays things as they were in 
the early settlement of Wisconsin and Northam Illinois, when 
dvilization first dawned upon the beautiful forests and prairies, 
and the cultivation of the luxurious soil commenced ; and shows 
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this country's natural and abundant resourcee ; ite fruitful 
mines of olver, lead, and copper, where men dig for bidden 
treasures in the bowels of the earth, and become rich, together 
with those of the Lake Superior country, where now is the rush 
of those who wish to make their fortunes ; the cheapness of the 
soil, .which produces so bountifully both the necessaries and 
luxuries of life ; the prospect of entering into profitable business 
with a smaU capital, and the chances for speculation afforded by 
early and choice locations ; the almost certain prospect of bet- 
tering one's condition and circumstances by a change of place, 
and of living in the enjoyment of health, peace and competence 
in another dime, are just inducements, and are all things wor- 
thy to be inquired into. . 

. The author might easily have swelled this volume to five 
times its present size— but this would, in a considerable degree, 
have defeated his object ; which was, to make a useful work, 
comprehending much in Uttle, whose low price would bring it 
within the reach of everybody ; to cast all minor circumstances 
which would burden the pages of future history out of the way ; 
consigning them at once to that oblivion of after-time, in which 
they must of necesgi^ be lost, and dwell only upon such im- 
portant things as are calculated to survive the present genera- 
tion, and live through the dilapidations of time. Such are, in- 
deed, the only legitimate subjects of history. 

To the lovers of Hterature, and especially to the admirers of 
the art of poesy, it is presumed this work will afford great 
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pleasure and delight ; while to those who are not in the same 
degree capable of perceiving and relishing its beauties, it cannot 
fidl to be a source of information that will abundantly repay the 
cost 

The massacre of Chicago is a theme deeply interesting. The 
author has taken great pains to inform himself thoroughly on 
this subject, and has obtained his information from Hying wit- 
nesses and periodicals of that day. All the statements con- 
cerning this most interesting narrative, may, therefore, be relied 
on with impUdt confidence. They form important items in the 
history of the coimtry long to be remembered. 

The question may very naturally arise, why the author did 
not compose the whol| in rhyme, as he could easily have done. 
To which he answers, that he is partial to blank verse, and 
originally intended to compose the whole in this style ; but the 
constant tendency to rhyme continually furnished him, as he 
went along, with beautiful couplets ; some of which he has re- 
tained amcmg the blank verse, considering blank verse as the 



At other tunes he has reduced whole portions of the work 
entirely to rhyme — ^portions which were at first intended for 
blank verse — so that he has now, in such a variety of styles, 
something that will suit all tastes and classes of readers. The 
author might multiply reasons for the course he has taken in 
these respects, if it were deemed necessary. He might say that 
Shakespeare did so — ^that this is a day of innovations on the 
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learning of the past ; and as it was with the Israelites in early 
times, so has it become with us now — lor in those days there 
was no king in the land, and every man did according to that 
which seemed right in his own eyes. 
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BLACK HAWK, 

AND 

SCENES IN THE WEST- 



CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Invocation. The Pioneer sets out on a journey to the fiur West / 
Some account of his travels. The Mormons. His description of f 
Rochester, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Cleveland. Hie loss of the 
Erie, Detroit His voyage to Copperdom. Lake Superior and 
its mines.. His voyage up the Mississippi, and across the great 
Valley, where he falls in with an old resident, with whom he has 
much conversation with regard to Black Hawk and the War. 



Ambrioans ! magnanimous of soul I 

With hearts as warm, as'generous and as free 

As that pure atmosphere in which ye brwithe ; 

Come, listen, while I sing of one poor man, 

The self-taught hero, aboriginal, 

Of the Indian race his genealogy — 

Illustrious, so deserving of renown, 

And causes which impelled him to the war ; 

His mighty deeds, his perils, dangers, labors, 
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10 BLACK HAWK, AND 

Endured time4ong for his loved people's sake. 
With phraseology and lofty Noughts sublime, 
lit for the theme, may heavenly powers inspire me ! 
A man untutored, singularly devoted 
To reverence the Great Spirit, sacrifice 
life, and whatever else to him was dear, 
^ To serve great Manitou, his kin and country. 
Fulfil a destiny prescribed by heaven : 
In later days to fiimish deeds of song. 
Equal the Roman, or what Gredc has done. 
Upon Columbian soil, and &r away « 

From what was once esteemed the classic ground. 
Yea, I repeat, some heavenly power inspire me I 
With utterance meet, to sound, from first to last. 
In tuneful numbers, animated lays. 
And give the hero what of meed is due ; 
For, 1 he well desares immortal praise t 

IT. 

Amid th' Atlantic beautifully lies. 
Close on the margin of the great blue sea, 
A pleasant sea-girt isle ; upon its east 
And on its southern border ocean rolls. ; 
While on the north its shallow strait divides 
From other lands, inhabited by men 
Of manners, laws, and language similar. 
Far 'mid the billows of the briny sea, 
With promontory high looks out Montauk ; 
Thence eastward all is boundless ocean's realm ; 
A city large its western borders grasp. 
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BOxmBS nr na wur. 11 

AcroBs the strait the Londom of the west. 
Great Gotham lies, of eyerlasting growth ; 
Its diesnutSy oaks, its {ones and oedan tall, 
Hie quaint Inxuriaiice of the soil befp^ak 

in. 

The hidden r^ons of the western world, 
T* explore, there went from off this isle a man, 
Who many oonntries saw in beauty dressed, 
And vast luxuriance, when as yet were new. 
About himself and journey lone there was 
Something peculiar, as of course must be ; 
Since he was neither driven out from dience, 
By force of circumstances or of need, 
Save his own free desires and ardent mind, 
To scenes romantic, wild, thereto impdling. 
Bis habitation such as some might envy. 
Sufficient to content most men, not him ; 
For of a restless, roving mind possessed. 
Unsatisfied desires to see and trace 
The boundless country teemilig &x away. 
He straight to leave his home and kin prepared; 
And, without tears, regret, or grief ios ungjtitf . 
His journey perilous, and lone began. 
And as he journeyed up the way, thus sui^ : 
Farewell, blest island, sea-girt, thee I leave^ 
Hiou handiwork of God 1 and all things else 
To thee pertaining — ^purling brooks, and shwesi 
That oft receive the dash of ocean'a waves. 
Perhaps to see no moie I I lova Aea atilli 
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16 BtACK HAWK, AND 

And ever will ray heart ! but why lament, 

Since other climes attention too demand f 

He crossed the strait, and passing €K>tham by, 

The river of the North ascended up, 

Until the mountains towered on either side ; 

Wd Allegany, torn by Hudson's flood, 

And broken up, though rocky was his chain^ 

To give the waters passage to the main. 

The highland-peaks, and tuft^nrowned cities past,' 

He reached the capitolian town at last. 



Particulars of his journey cannot here. 

As he at first in haste did take no notes. 

Touched at young Troy, a rising Hercules, 

And saw the site where good old Union stands, 

Mohawk in all his glory winding om 

He floats along in artificial moulds. 

And channels taught to flow by will of ftian, 

Unknown in ancient times ; through aqueduct, 

And tunnels under ground of passage dark. 

And gloomy sound, fi-om solid rock torn out. 

The central city such attractions held, 

It drew the hasty traveller firom his way. 

Rome, Syracuse, Salina, Lyons passed, 

In quick succession ; to Pahnyra came. 

Where Mormon prophet dug fi-om neighboring hiH 

The golden plates of Mormon's sacred book ; 

A book blasphemous, all our teachers say. 

Has led its thousand harmless dupes astray. 



/ 
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To give A bistaij of the pr^pb^ bei^ 

And of ihe B0W idigioQ he is fi>«ndiDj^ 

Far West, and o'er tbe Atlantic is reaoimding ; 

And of his great Buooess, and signal &1], 

Would interesting be, no doubti to alL 

This, whai&nsiortalerroristcaadoy 

Who dauns to^ be coromiflRi«ned bom aboye, 

Doth weU ^cidate. It shows yet more ; 

That any xaaa who can sucoeed to impress 

All credulous minds that he's tsx veiy truth 

Inspired of God, such doctrines to divulge ; 

Altiiough he be a Christian but in name, 

A trite impostor clothed in shepherd's garb, 

Yet will be lor & tune draw ro«iid him hkni^ 

A congregntieQ eagor, Mowecs too, 

Devoted to hb will in sacred things^ 

Who in misguided way do senra Hie King of Uagik 

The Mormon prophet, we will call him Joe, 
As others do — ^the word's of easy flow — 
To make the ^th of his adherents strong, 
And quell all doubts as he progressed along 
For each impetus had new revelation, 
Which, if believed entire, had won a nation. 
BQs miracles he sometimes wrought, 'twas said; 
But if he foiled, it proved their &ith was dead. 
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14 BLACK HAWK, Attn 

. vn. 

\ IBs followers mtiltiptied at Eirkland's temple, 
Which rose beneath his care a mighty dimie ; 
Until to western lands divinely called. 
To raise a temple by Almighty hand, 
For nations of the earth to flock unto, 
Lost tribes of Israel, Gentile, wandering Jew. 
The temple rose, and so did persecution — 
The people there, would grant them no ablution 
For crimes imputed, but did drive them out, 
By sword, and fire, and terror, hate and rout 

vin. 

At length the Lord did call him to Nauvoo, 
The prophet said, to build the temple there ; 
For through much persecution they must enter 
Lito that rest for every saint prepared. 
A temple tjiere was built^ and city too, 
A city thronged and chartered by the State. 
There, too, dissension rose among the people, 
To persecute the prophet unto death ; , . 
But he long time evaded all their wiles, 
Suffered arrests, imprisonments and scoflk 
Betrayed into the hands of wicked men, 
He died a martyr to the faith he taught. 
Reflects no honor on his persecutors — 
A lawless band of desperadoes there. 
Then were his people persecuted sore, 
In this good land where every mind is free 
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To winrship God as well beseemeth liim ; 

ETen many unto deatli, and forced to fly, 

To Nortli and West, Iowa, Connoil Kuffis ; 

And leave their city &ir to beasts of prey, 

Or unto men rapacious more than they. 

Compelled to wander in a land of strangers, 

All oomfortlefis, and outcasts from their home. 

Oh I 'twas an everiasting, q>en shame ! 

Ekiough to blast forever the &ir fame 

Of persecutors and conniving powers !. 

Who thus could sport with law, in this £ur land of oon ; 

And su£fer lawless miscreants to usurp 

The laws of State, and take into their hands 

The sword of justice, to avenge on men 

Their hate, and seize their substance for themsdves. 

A poor man for his vineyard Ahab slew, 

And met dire punishment, although a king. 

To Oalifomia's genial clime they've flown. 

And what their &te will be, and ruthless end, unknown* 

IX. 

Here having left, next Rochester he saw — 

The dty, and the country scenes around^ 

Well pleased the pioneer. He there abode, 

IW days went by, whidi seemed not to have passed ; 

And in his daily converse on this theme. 

He thus retorted on the infidel : 



Rochester 1 What's she more than other places! 
Why, man, you're mad I for she, with all her jpraceS| 
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b far superior to indit odui^ Icmni, 

And this to prcn^ needi iK)i tiie »d of «bwM. 

What other towii can boast a Geftesee f 

That, rolling ^ongh her nddit so graeefti%. 

And dancing on ihe rocks goes nrarmoring ; 

The music €i whose waters never die I 

And boast such Ma, except Niagaia's bomd, 

And such delightftd scenery aiDtrnd ; 

And ad infinitum of miBs of flour. 

And never-ending great hjdranhc power! 

^ 'fiuieh enteiprising men to cany H on, 
A dty beautiful to look upon. 
Here do not all fiualities combine! 
Bailroad, canals, and aqueducts entwine ; 
Ai^ is not Bden^s flowery garden here f 
And Genesee, Euphrates' great compeer ; 
And his ridi vaUey, Eden as of dd, 
Where, as on Ganges, diamonds he, and gold ; 

^ Where dioicest wheat abounds, of value more, 
And heaven in bounty lavishes his store t 
Delightful city, with her high built towers ! 
Are not thy ladies £ur as morning flowers ? 
Or as Mahomet^ nymphs in sacred bowers 
Of paradise! while dome, and church and steeple, 
FhKJam, where'er we look, a pious people. 

Niagara roars, and so does C^nesee I 
Sam Patch went on his way most merrily, 
Oft jubqnng down tbese fiiUs from Inghest steep^ 
IMhilifbl of tko shoEtaess of the leap. 
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At kfiigdi he buih a scafibld 'bove the bib, 
Siudden the mind when up this scene it calk ; 
The meet adrentuioiis leaper of his tame 
Prepared to make another more sublime : 
The day was fixed, a multitude came near, 
To witness sudi a feat as gave them fear, 
Far nK»e intense than that the venturer fett. 
Before the throne of grace he had not knelt ; 
As all did think they'd done in such a case. 
And of the great Ddiyerer sought grace ; 
And hazardous of body and of soul, 
Submitted to the elements' oontroL 
Some said he lost his balance in the M — 
Some said that brandy was the cause of alL 
The maddening gulf sent up a hideous roar, 
And opening wide its mouth him to derour, 
Beceiveid him in unmeasured depths below, 
Cloeed over him f<»^ver, son of wo ! 
His immortality on earth is sure, 
Remembrance of this leap will e'er endure 
While Rochester upon this shore remains. 
These fells to sound eternal nature's strains ; 
And roai^ from age to age, and dash their q>ray 
O'er those in future as <ni us to-di^. 

zn. 

Time's march doth him admonish^ and the light 
McHm ushers in, is shrouded quick in night 
Much as he loved these scenes, he must away. 
To where the sun flings his last evening ray, ' 
' 2* 
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O'er westem Usod^ Hm fBttk m imSatem MtMmi^ r 
And tifiti with igoldea kues the mBmaj^omiA, 
And now, prepiwed, ID* devious «i^ h^ iMhp% 
Westward, to tW Qneen oily oC tiho Uk«% 
In a swift pad&dt diiiwn hy^ extra steeds, 
Along the waternxNUse that thither leadb 

zm. 

Arrived, hp stiiaight embarked en board a sU^ 
T embrace the earliest ehai^ a pleasant tii|^ 
Upon the placid lake in suouner's dayr, 
Where gentle breezes eool the sultry raj; 
Where bands Aikt make sweet miudo heighten JQf ^ 
And pastinHi sodal, knows of no alloy* 
Betoming eoon «nto the pleasant shore^ 
A harbor,^4^V so foil of dips before^ 
He saw we^jgedio. All peacefid in oommaivit 
This one and thatigare V9j; he reached the Imj^ 
Walked up the busy^ peacefol atreetflb vsUevedi 
And blessed the town tkfU^ had him safe reeeivsdt 

xiy. 

Here sesr tiie gteai aiid good, the yomgsaid fn%v' 

And other groups walk tip 'and dowm iih^mtf>-^ 

Beheld its beauty, saw much to admire. 

For often met his eye the Msred spire, 

And ^mn ten{4e. He was pkased toaee 

These tokens of s. people's piety. 

Sure, said h^ ^tis « great commeroial ci^, 

Whether our wovds be quaint, ot graire, or w^4 ; 
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For I have tra¥«iEnd I fant a fc utt up Mid d0WB| 
East, west, ^a^cf^ the freedom of the towii^ 
AndbasineMl buuMnl noUiiig h«m movM abiTt 
A world of boainesft done in Bufblo. « 
Bhe sits a queen, the city of the lakes, 
Of others' doings, cognisance she takes ; 
And like Gibraltar^ all must pass tlie strait — 
Paj tribute, and unload, re-ship their fireig^t 
l^e's happ7 in herself and has no rivalr— 
Her commerce, one continual revivaL 

XV. 

He bade the BuffidoniaoB adieu, 

And thence the fiur-flttned Falk went to esj^, 

And listen to the great Niagara\i roar. 

But ere he'd readied the place, his ears weve stoimed 

With loud imperious cries of— ^ Write 1 sir, write'l" 

As thinking his desdipfions fraught could be 

With rare amusenaent; fit to edify. 

At such demands, imperious as to bim 

They seemed^ did vex him, and ke wovld not it^ 

Nor do what every-body ^be had done, 

To write an episode upon the FaUs. 

Still he no malice bore, nor woukL witkhdd 

What would contribute to the good <^ai^; 

And so, adventurous, he essayed to give 

The first impressions of his random braia 

To public gaoe. Sure, thought he, noi^ght eubiimd 

From that one hurried gianoe can be eiqMeted; 

Designings « be <did, to take ^oid |peep, 
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At more oonvenmt nemoia oome ugmy 

To view at length the woiks of the Ahnighfy, 

And wonden here thiit all the w<xkl attract 

XVI. 

The neighboring village gained by railroad carS| 

He rested from fetigues of journey long. 

In this woodland retreat awhile reposed, 

Then crossed the foaming rapids to the isle 

Which does this cataract in twain divide ; 

Where found he guide-boards to direct his way 

To sites of prospects, whence all things to view. 

Down to the cascade traced the gravel walk ; 

OW foaming rapids crossed another bridge 

To Luna Isle, lying above the Falls ; 

A prospect wonderfully grand beheld. 

Returning back unto the former ii^, 

There what his optics saw, he thus describes : — 

Unto this island's farthest verge went down ; 

I there a bridge beheld, from rock to rock, 

Extending 'mong the rapids, 'bove the Falls ; 

Which to a high stone tower did lead, that stood 

IkCdway between the roaring cataract 

And on its utmost verge. Its winding stairs 

Aficending up, I looked into th' abyss. 

And felt impressions indescribable. 

Awful to witness, never fiiUy told. 

Prelecting oW the Falls a bridge hung out ; 

Untp its outer verge I saw one go. 

Look over, and start back, ais though he felt 
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It cradc beneaih kkn, looMning fiKmi Ihd todi-^ 
At which another heartily did huigh ; 
And ventaiing on as meve coun^peoiBS ^^ 
On looking down the steep, a Bimilar shock. 
On that overhanging form I, too, waEked out ; 
But first examined well the hridge, to see 
That it was founded on the rock secure, 
And that the timbers it ecHnposed were sound, 
In good repair, that nodiing oould gire waj. 

XVTl. 

St. Lawrence is a most tremendous river, 

Extremely deep, and draining almost all 

Those lakes and inland seas, with all their streams, 

On North America's great bosom lie ; 

Is here a rocky precipice poured down 

Of perpendicular height, of vast descent, 

A sheet of water fall six furlongs wide, 

Foreyer flowing without variation. 

And unaffected by what rains and storms 

Or drought may come, as thus far has been proved. 

Who can conceive these waters' furious bound ? 

The noise is heard for several leagues around. 

The rising mists obscure the mid-day foir. 

And ever show a beauteous rainbow there I 

XVIII. 

He, from the awful heights of tiuit kme tower. 
The foaming rapids roimd abont kom ihevB, 
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In locddng ^p, did see the river foaming 

Far up, and coming down with dreadful -rage, 

With all his congregated waters round. 

Him towering o'er the adamant he saw, 

And dancing on the rocks with thundering sound. 

Unto the precipice he saw him rush, 

And spread his billowy arms of white across 

The verge of ih&t high semi-circular wall, 

And give the leap into the void below. 

As plunging to the central caves of earth — 

That mighty void scooped out by hand Almighty 

To show his power — rthe wonder-working Qt>d — 

How &r his might exceeds what mortals can. 

Receiving still a thousand tributaries, 

To wit : Ontario, Ottawas, and others. 

He makes his flight sublime to ocean's realm. 

Where thirty leagues scarce measures all his breadth. 

The ground did seem to tremble under him ; 

While from th' abyss continual did arise 

Thick mists such as serenest skies obscure 

On fairest summer's day. Suspended here 

The token, beautifidly faar, is seen^ 

The bow, which in the cloud set Noah's God, 

Of old, a witness to rebellious men. 

Earth by a flood should be destroyed no more. 

XDC 

The brain that peeps o'er here will giddy prove. 
And turn away for fear of headlong fall. 
Whate'er goes down will be reduced to atoms. 
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And fragments peradirentiure never foand. 
The &te of Michigan^ who has not heard f 
lliat went sublimely o'er with all her load ; 
As thousands witnessed on that fiital daj, 
That bore her shattered renmants &r awaj. 
The Caroline, ill-fitted source <^ blood. 
How fired, and sent careering down the flood f 

XX. 

The weary sun went down unto his rest, 
But with no soft repose the cataract blest. 
Ch'eat Nature, all her charms of rare delight 
Hung out in colors beautiful and bright 
And as they in succession died away, 
. To compensate for loss of beaming day. 
Sent out the stars in clusters dear and Inrighti 
To furnish all the scene with heavenly light 
And now was Cynthia full, the lunar bow, 
A bright illuminated arch did show ; 
Suspended in the heavens, from side to side 
Of that thick mist that rose above the tide. 
The rapids sparkle like the stars not less. 
And nature wears a charm of passing lovdiness* 

XXI. 

What is there great, or glorious, or sublime, 
That ye bring not to mind, ye wondrous Falls f 
The Bong of Homer in its lofti^t stram ; 
Armies engaged in scenes of mighty c(»iffioi ; 
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Great conflagnilioiis Bweeifmg oW» aty ; 

From moiuitMB^B Bide the ML of airaliSiQlie ; 

The thunder^ peal, th« voiee of Ikiij ; 

A thousand eaimoa boomiag from afiir, 

A thousand standards wavn^ o'er the war; 

The oonsummatio& <^ all earthly thmgpi, 

Etemify ajid never-ending time ; 

Mount .^£tna belching forth her liquid flame ; 

The lion's rage ; the furious whirlwind's sweep ; 

Tornado's blast that sweeps whole forests down ; 

The raging sea in violent a^tation ; 

Old Neptune^s watery kingdom broken up ; 

The trembling of the earth from pole to pole ; 

Earthquakes, and each memoriid of all time, 

Te shadow forth with all their import dread I 

XXII. 

Yet more, to others joyful, ye give birth ; 
The reign ci liberty throughout the earth ; 
The great Millennkim's joyful wRhering in^ 
The good Messiah's reign, ainl ^id of sin ; 
The day so kmg desired with ardient pray^ 
Which prophet, priest, and sage, still hope to share; 
The tbeatMiing comets that through ether Uaae, 
The rolling spheres revolving endless days ; 
Those morning stars that sung at early prime, 
Creation's work complete, b^an the nuirch of time ! 

xxin. 

He left tl^e scene with music in his soul« 
To BulOUo back the iroA ohaaotaoroU ; 
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Then supped, and swisetlj slumbered there thftt niglitt 

Till dawB had streaked Uie East with radiiait li^ 

Embarking thence <m board a steamer new. 

Far in the West his joumej to pursue^ 

He cut the liquid way. But soon arose 

A dangerous slorm, and winds and waves oppose. 

The seamen labored hard ; but, danger nigh, 

A harbor sought, where Cleveland's vessels lie ; 

And safely moored, the traveller went on shore, 

The city and its suburbs to explore ; 

For thus far come, o'er many a mount and stream, 

Things had a Western look, as he did deem ; 

And he discovered, much surprised to see 

A town built on a hill so gracefully. 

XXIV. 

Sure, said he, Cleveland is a handsome city . 
Not better here described, it is a pity. 
Fain would the minstrel fiimish somethii^ better^ 
Were't not Uiat he sustains a tio^ly fetter. 

The fetter is, that something must be said — 
And what is written, be it good or bad, 
MuA find publicity. So let it go — 
Haf^ily it proves no person's weal or wo. 

Cleveland has handsome architectural domes, 
And beauteous people, at their beauteous homes ; 
Industrious, moral, peaceful, good and wise. 
And healthful wmli« and towers that prot»liy rise. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 BLACK HAWXy AND 

Her public walks of ornftmental treet. 
That spread in rows tlieir honors to the breezOf 
Traversed by cheerful ones ; her avenues, 
Where daily sentinels oft report profuse ; 

And stand as watchmen on her lofty towers, 
With pen and heart, and faithful at all hours, 
To watch the foe political in strife. 
And guard the cause of liberty and life ; 
To action rousing all those dormant powers. 
Whose slumbering on would sink this land of ours 

xxr. 

And be it to her people's glory said. 
That most devoutly they revere the dead ; . 
And grateful rear the monumental pile, 
And bid the willows weep around the while. 

Blest effi>rt! worthy of a people blest ! 
'Twas here, he deemed he saw, laid down to rest. 
The princes c^the earth ; inscribed their names 
On the enduring marble ; what their claims 
To immortality on earth ; their race below. 
The heavenly fruits from pious actions grow. 

When comes the day, which I shall never dread, 
Let me lie here among the pious* dead ; 
Or in some other like, on such a shore ! 
O, this is bliss ! 'tis heaven to be no more ! 

XXVI. 

On Erie lake, and Erie was her name, 
A splendid steamer sunk beneath the flame. 
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Surcliarged with eniigrants firom ea^rn climet 
Tliither had come to seek a happy home. 
For they had heard of prairies in the West, 
With firuitftd soil, and genial climate blest- 
Freedom and comforts there to be enjoyed, 
Had almost reiached the place, quite unannoyed 
By accident, their blissful, destined pdrt, 
Well freighted with their stores of every sort ; 
Wen joyful on that day, and talked of rest. 
In ^at good land, where they should soon be blest* 
Alas I no goodly land, to thim, shall e'er appear I 
Nor aught of all was promised, they held dear ; 
For, from their heaven, the sun withdrew his light. 
Went down ^ aye, in everlasting night* 
A cry of fire fell from the deck below — 
Tlie horror-stricken rushed, the cause to know. 
She newly painted was ; the turpentine. 
That varnished her so well, and made to shine, 
Caused instuitaneous spread of flames all o'er, 
Tliose cabined under, never came up more f 
While those above, t' escape the fiery glee, 
Tlieir choice preferred to risk the angry sea 
From starboard, larboard side, and bowsprit's steep 
Dreadfiil alternative I plunged in the deep, 
In consternation ! Night was dark and drear, 
Far firom the shore, where none to save came near. 
80 perished all on board — two hundred souls ! 
TTie careless sea forever o'er them rolls — 
Regardless of the weal of those who come. 
From distant lands to seek a happy home. 
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xxvn. 

Far on the North, great Lake Superior iiet, 

Whose cloud-capt towers salute the Ipfly skies ; 

From lofty groands, the streams descendiiig flow. 

In falls and rapids to the deeps below. 

The peaky clifls along its winding shore. 

Its mines of coj^r, silver, cover o'er ; 

Its pictured rocks, and walls, and caves marine. 

Ten thousand isles enchanting, tuffed with grees 

Profuse, upon its glassy ^vaves excite, 

In the beholder, wonder ^ delight. 

xxvin. 

And here Ae traveUer first of copper^minetf 
Did hear, on Lake Superior's southern coalty 
As claimed by Michigan, do chiefly lie f 
And of the numerous companies being formed. 
For exploration, in the search of ore — 
The dark recesses of the earth to fiithom, 
And lay its treasures open to the day. 
And with the mining fever he was ta'en, 
And set his face to go to Copperdom j 
Anticipation made men's fortimes sure. 
A ship there bound, was ready to depart--- 
He, enterprising, was the first on board, 
And soon was bounding o'er the Northern .sea, 
Midway the lake, and ploughing up the deep, 
A foamy furrow made with winds propitious ; 
Moving much fitster o'er this field of battle, 
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By steam'i <Miiiiipoteiice and canrftM «preiui« 
Hutu Perry moTed witk all his m&iiial Ibrce, 
When he brou^t up his tardy ships to action, 
Britannia's power curtailed, and laid full low 
The champions powerful <^ a mighty king ; 
And for his country glorious viotory won, 
Purchased immortal honor for himselC 

XXIX. 

Then changing course somewhat, they left the lake, 
And sailing up a river, found Detroit ; 
An ancient city peopled long from Gaul-^ 
And landing here, the spacious town surv^ped ; 
Hamtrammack viewed, the rill that ran with blood. 
Saw public buildings, elegant and large — . 
Taste, opulence, refinement, pride of life. 
And chuiches tiiat did wear a flddd mien. 
Whose lofty sfnres did point to hope and heaven. 
And here is popular quite the Catholic faith. 
Five churches, laige, receive on Sabbath mom 
The silent worshippers of him who died 
Souls to redeem. The organ's pleanng sonnd 
Assists devotion, flii^ its strains around. 

Upon a river, bearing name &e same, 
Between the shallow li^s, Erie, St. Clair, 
The ^asant city lies, in prospect &ir, 
The capkoUan town df Michigan } 
3» 
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A greai commeieial mart is fiMt beeoosiiig. 
Itf histoTj is the kistorj of the State, 
As you'll perceiTe, bj what I here relate. 
Rectangular is its form, its streets are wide. 
And in its centre tenmnate four roads 
To wit : Chicago, Saginaw, Grand River, 
Fort Gratiot, to Lake Hunm's outlet leading. 
Transition from a spring prolonged and wet. 
To summer's heat, is sudden. Vegetation 
Springs instantaneous-^is of rapid growth. 
A climate healthfiil, a salubrious air — 
A pleasant summer, ai^umn mild and fitir ; 
A winter cold and steady — not much mow. 
As on St. Lawrence lies, &r down ))elow. 

XXXI. 

Tliree soYereign kings have swayed their sceptres o'^r it. 

Has changed five times the flag of its allegii»ee : 

Once burned to ashes, captured twice in war^- 

To landing of the Pilgrims it dates back : 

Was then a stopping-place fi>r Courriers du Bois* 

Fort Gratiot, SauR St. Marie then existed, 

Held by a chain efforts this region round. 

Were once dominion of the king of Gaul. 

When victory crowned the arms o' immortal Wolfe, 

Then fell Quebec, and all those outer posts. 

To Britain's king, and served as rallying-pcant& 

To numerous hordes of savages, that hung 

Like Death's broad scythe upon our new frontiers, 

Tlie cause of woes unnumbered, boding fears. 
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xxzn. 



Now Mtchigaii doth claim the copper-mines, 

On Lake Superior's southern side do lie. 

But whjr is this? says one, I wish to know, 

Since lakes surround the great peninsula. 

And other boundaries quite unnatural seem. 

Enclosing regions &,r removed from hence. 

I'll tell you, since you curious seem to know ; 

'Twill interest you, should you not admire. 

There was a time when Michigan was young — 

Her boundary undefined, a strife begun. . 

A strip, including Maumee's turbid stream, 

Ohio claimed. Hence the Toledo war ! 

And armies rushed to battle on each side ; 

Nor would the weak unto the stronger yield, 

Resolred to try the fortune of the field. 

Nor was it known to what these things would grow. 

Our President, and Congress at his ^ide, 

Gaye to Ohio what of land she claimed ; 

For Michigan was yet a territory. 

Whose governor Congress could appoint at will ; 

Tlie acting governor, therefore, was removed, 

Another in his stead appointed they. 

The Michiganians, further to appease. 

To them gave they that territory wide. 

Extending on Superior's southern side^ 

And bounded by Wisconsin south and west, 

And thus forever lulled the feud to rest. 

What heart-felt joy do peaceful tidings bring ! 

Thai settled so, it was a happy thing ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BLACK HAWK, AKD 



The wisdom of our councils well displays, 
With pleasure will be viewed in future days. 



xxxnt. 



t «i 



Hem things of interest vast have ojl tran spired ; 
Hero *twas, that dariog wairior, Pout Lac, 
CoDceived, matured a plan to drive all men 
Of English blood bcjond the AUcghanics^ 
In the recesses of his gloomy mind 
He formed his plans of death, brief in detail* 
As they were terrible in cxecotioij. 
Nor was it more or leas than to attack 
Thirteen well- gar riisoned fori a at one set hour — 
Forts stretching up St. Lawrence through the takest 
Down the Ohio, Wabash, Mississippi; 
Niagara and Du Quesne, among the number- 
So secret were his plans, so prompt was he, 
In executing alt he had resolved^ 
Ten of these forts fell in one single day^ 
And all their inmates poured out life in blood — 
For Pontlac was faithful to the French, 
Desired no change of masters- He believed 
The Gaul his friend— the English enemies* 
Said he, when Frenchmen came, they came and kissed us 
They called us children, and we found them fathers j 
We lived like children with them in the lodge- 
Twas never so with English — when they came, 
And took our country, conquering Qtiebcc, 
Our numerous tribes were alt dissatis^ed^ 
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XXXIV. 

Pontiao was one of those herdc mmk 

Who stamp their characters upon the age : 

An air of princely grandeur putting on« 

Was bj his subjects honored and revered* 

Hence, when the British oflfcers first arrived 

To take possession of Detroit, they met 

Messages from Pontiac, them to inform, 

That peaceably was coming Pontiac ; 

Desiring them to halt and hear his words. 

His messengers were furthermore instructed 

T' inform the English he was Pontiac, 

The king and lord o' the country they were in 

He met them, and demanded what their business 

T' intrude on his dominions thus — ^what right ; 

And how they dared come here without his leave. 

He thought and felt as Philip ere had done ; 

Danger to his dominions apprehending ; 

The welfare oi the Indian tribes at stake. 

The English' great ambition, and their arms. 

And eagerness all countries to possess, 

He looked upon as with a jealous eye, 

Whose conduct much suspicion had created. 

The French had always kindly treated Indians ; 

But Englishmen had done them great injustice ; 

So, alsoj to King Louis, their French father, 

To whom he faithful proved, which does him honoiv 

Pontiac, therefore, stood up, harangued the tribes^ 

Exhorting them to take no English bribes. 

The story of their wrongs at length portrayed; 
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He also dreamed dreams, and gave rewards. 
At length his own commanding elocjpience 

Secured entire co-operaiiciii through 

The lenglheniDg lines of English foe 9^ frontier* 

A portion of (he. speech of Pontiac 

We here will give, a aamjile for the rest. 

On long record ^tia St the speech Rbould ^tatid^ 

Memorial of the past. Uc thtis began : 

EDglishmen t 'tis to yoir that I do speak, 

And I demand attention, EngliEhmen f 

You know the king of France our father is — 

He promised to be such, and so we found him^ 

We promised, in return, to he his children, 

Thi8 promise we have kept, and mean to keep, 

'Tis you that have made war, with this our father-^ 

You are his enemy. How hare yon, then, 

Boldnesa to venture thus among his children ? 

Now, Englishmen f we are informed the king 

Of France is old, and has become infirm — 

Fatigued with wars against his nation waged, 

Has fallen asleep ; and during interval, 

You'Te ta'en advantage of his lying down, 

To seize on his possessions— Canada. 

But now his nap is almoit at an end ; 

I think I hear him stirring up himself. 

And asking how his childreQ fare — the Indians* 

When he awakes, what will become of you. 

And your possessions ? He will you destroy 1 

Now Pontiac, upon the eve of war^ 

As other kings and emperors erst have done* 

Made money, bills of credit, to defray 
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Tl»»v^w&r'8 expense, which bis inyentioii proTes. 
Each bore an otter^s fonOf impressed on back. 
The article he promised in exchange ; 
And uqder it his arras. These bills of credit. 
The first in Michigan, though strange to tell. 
Were punctually redeemed. Glad might we be. 
Could we with equal truth affirm the same, 
Concerning some since issued, that did bear 
A wild-cat's impress — not on bark, but paper ; 
Shin-plasters, good for nought but burning taper* 

XXXV. 

The British posts on Michigan to seiae, 

Lake Erie, Huron, Presque Isle, and Le Bcbu(| 

Venango, Pittsburgh, others, and destroy, 

By well-concerted action, in one day, 

The troops, as we have said, embraced his schema 

He next would take possession of the country. 

The coming in of British troops prevent ; 

In their defence unite the Western tribes. 

His preparations being at length completed. 

Quite early in the pleasant month of May, 

On all, from Fort Niagara to Green Bay, 

There fell the stroke of death in one concerted houi t 

Niagara, Pittsburgh, and Detroit except. 

Viewed as the most important post, Detroit, 

By Pontiac in person, was assailed ; 

But, by an act most fortunate, it feiled* 

For in Detroit had Pontiac a friend 

He wished to save ; and, to accomplish thb, 
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Rev«ftled too muclu Oa ihe appointad daj. 

He went to the city gate, requesting aodieoca* 

His plan was this, and it was well conceived 

He was to meet the British chief in counoil* 

Harangue him tiiere, on national affitirs ; 

And when, with voice vociferous and loud, 

To give a beh of wampum he essajed, 

The signal of attack, then those with him 

Should strike the council down, then ope' the gatei^ 

And let their warriors in ; and thus the power 

Of Britain's king and host annihilate. 

But this instead, their troops were well prepared. 

Before the well-concerted signal came. 

To leave of all their friends nought but the name» 

The drums did beat to arms — the oflfcers drew 

Their glittering swords — the guards their pieces levelled* 

He who had fought in many battles brave, 

And led his legions ofl to victory. 

His plans revealed beheld, and felt chagrin. 

Soon came the tidings o'er the mighty deep, 

The English king had yielded peace to Gaul. 

Despatched three thousand soldiers to Detroit, 

Pontiac to overcome, and save the place. 

A general peace succeeds ; no pleasant gaks 

The sound of carnage waft throughout our vales. 

xxxvi. 

Pontiac, distrustful of the English still, 
Exasperate, all intercourse declined—- 
His seat abandoned, went to Illinois. 
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Here, for some cause we've never heard explainedi 

By hand of a Peorian he died. 

The Indians cherished too much native {Nrkle 

To let his death go unrevenged for aje. 

Viewing as public loss to all the tribes 

His death, a national calamity of note, 

Considering its atonement sacred duty, 

The Pottawatamtes, the Chippeways* 

And Ottawas, together rose as one, 

Against Peoria Indians, to the war. 

To their assistance, prompt, Peorians drew 

Two other tribes, Kaskaskias and Cahokiet 

Who almost underwent extermination. 

Before this fatal war was brought to close. 

Such the respect his talents had inspired. 

And services unto his people done. 

Live on, O mighty prince of Ottawa ! 

Live in thy people's hearts, while they remain-— 

Until they foil, and dwindle out of sight I 

Thy memory, chief! thy country has embalmed I 

They call their children for thee, Pontiac ! 



Yet more the scenes that appertain, we tell ; 
For here Tecumseh rose, and reigned — and fell f 
This name, magnanimous — we feel its power ; 
A sudden glow of admiration thrilling 
Quick through our hearts. He that participated 
In all the wars, from Harmer's sad defeat, 
ToThames's victory — where his sphit fled— • 
4 
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Tbrough life, who left no stain upon his honor; 

Proctor, at Raisin, sharply did rebuke. 

For cruelties unto our people done. 

When Proctor sought to make him British general» 

And gave him a commission thus empowered. 

He threw the voucher back with mariced contempCf 

Declaring ^lat to them he was allied 

For his country's good, and sought for nothing nu»«w 

As did Napoleon, in his palmiest days. 

O'er the light hearts of Frenchmen exercise 

A sway unlimited, so did this man. 

Like to that mighty warrior, bear a sway— 

A ])ower unlimited o'er the savage tribes ; 

His impress stamping on the age he lived. 

O ! had he ^en but on our free-bom soil, 

Enemy as he viras, the spot would been 

ConsMered sacred — marked by marble tomb, 

The place where great Tecumseh finight and died t 

xxxnn. 

The pioneer would here protract his stay. 
Glad from his journey suflfer more delay. 
To view more of this pleasant town aikl State, 
With all the things that unto it relate- 
More of its history, legends, scenery learn* 
Nought but the hope he should again return, 
Consoled him to consent to leave the ground, 
Where sacred reminiscences abound. 
But now he must be gone ; the winds invite-— 
The vessel floats, and spreads her canvass while; 
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Begins to plough the foamj billows wide, 

And, upwurd bound, to stem the current's tide ; 

The river threads, emeiging to 8t» Clair, 

Whose shallow flats are soil — ^her keel, the share. 

Then up this lake, through river of thb name. 

Lake Huron enters, like the rolling main. 

Then, sailing through midway, at length thej view 

The straits of Mackina, and harbor too. 

Thej reach the peacefiil land, their vessel moor,* 

Proud of their country's flag, they go on shore. 

Here France and England, once, by turns, bore swayt 

And urge us to relate what passed another day. 

xxxxx 

The isle of Mackina stands in the straits, 
Romantic, beautiful, in all its traits. 
A lofty fort is there, and garris<Mied 
By our own countrymen ; and high above. 
The starry-spangled banner waves o'er all. 
The town looks ancient and dilapidated ; . 
The houses low, and small, and much decayed. 
Here Indians come to trade, and bring their furs. 
Large quantities of trout here, too, are caught, 
And white-fish, both of high delicious flavor. 
And fowls, that can't be bartered for a better. 
The traveller wanders 'long the pleasant lake, 
Pure is the air, and bright the beaming sun ; 
His brow is &nned by breezes wild and soft-^ 
On pearly sands the wave in music dies. 
The Indian's upturned baik is on the shore, 
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And he is basking in some sunnj place. 

The dream of what he's lost, disturbs his slombers. 

While he looks on the land that once^vas his. 

For he remembers when, with freedom, he 

Danced o'er the waves ; and when the altars stood, 

Raised by his father's hands, their gods of yore 

To wcnrship ; and the mounds where they were laid. 

Three sovereign kings have swayed their sceptres here^ 

The ^>ot stUl teeming with their heroes' blood. 

The Britain, son of Gaul, the red man's bones. 

Together mingle in their mouldering cells. 

Laid down in peace, no feuds can there arise 

To cloud the atmosphere of better skies ; 

They dwell in quiet, in one common lot, 

Their envy, and the cause of strife forgot. 

XL. 

From red men unto Gallia, passed this isle 
Britain from Gallia took it ; next it fell 
By Pontiac ; and next was it transferred 
To us, when war of independence closed. 
In the last war by Britain captured was, 
In after-peace again to us restored. 
The follqwing is the stratagem pursued 
By red men, in the war of Pontiac, 
From bold Britannia's power, the place to wrest : 
For a game of ball prepared the Ottawas ; 
Invited to it all the British off'cers. 
Now, while the Indians played, one of their number 
"^ Ran towards the fort, the others after him. 
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The ball that way was throws, and onee or twioa 

O^er the pieketB, quite within the fort. 

The officers were well pleased to see the •pottf 

Andf unaiupeeting, let the plajers go 

Into the fort, and bring the ball firom theBce. 

The garrison, as spectators, stood arooad. 

And those on duty, present, off their guard* 

Again into the fort was thrown the ball. 

The Indians, after it, did all rash in* 

Tin rest is quiekl j told ; the sokMers slaiB, 

The fort demdisb-^eft a heap of rains. 

XLI. 

Bent on his vojage, th' adrenturous pioneer, 
In steamer for St Marie's, did embark. 
This way, for diverse scenery, beautiful 
And bold, sublimely doth transcend all others 
For touristy in midsummer's pleasaat Toyage* 
For in his path ten thousand islands lie. 
Whose beauty is proverbial. These among. 
The steamer winds her devious way ; of shapes 
And sizes various, and about whose shoves 
The clear blue waters are of wondrous depth. 
Some large, with sugar maple forest crowned ; 
Some small, composed of rock. What trees do grow 
On these, spring firom the seams of creviced rocks. 
Some bear upon their brow the silver fir, 
The stinted pine and cedar, thronged with birds 
Of sweetest song ; while others, merely rocket 
High, nfkke^t and stupendpusi, perpendicular ; i 
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TkMr area from th« bottom seem to hold* 

Like pyramids of Egypt, Grecian towers. 

And slipw a freak of nature once was here, 

That broke them off from other lands, perchance* 

The islands thicken still, as he proceeds^ 

No inexperienced pilot need come here ; 

For he would neirer find his way out more, 

Or extricate his vesseL Caverns deep. 

In island rocks, oft show themselves, and some 

Spread out green, grassy meadows, where no fitwa, 

Ot other creature, crops the verdant lawn. 

Upon the island shores and points projecting. 

The Indian's wigwam is discovered oft. 

Children of nature ! ply your labors here 

Procuring fish, almost your only food; 

In primitive state content, and ever firee 

From cares, restraints, and pride of civil life. 

To fashion's frown you're not amenable, 

That like a tyrant governs and enslaves ! 

xLn. 

St. Marie's reached — ^the rapids here obstruct, 
Oblige to cross the portage, shun the falls. 
Fort Brady shows itself— its standards wave 
O'er that great sea, whose waters do it lave. 
Nations and native tribes do here resort ; 
Upon these rapids catch unnumbered fish. 
Here, too, an Indian reservation lies-— 
A town of fifty houses here is built ; 
Two hundred souls, of difierent nations, tongues, 
Bepose within-^while Indians loo^ witbont, 
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In meaner dwellingt, of their own conttnieiion^ 

Here is in view a missionary school ; 

LiJcewise, fur companies have their stations here-i*- 

Post-offiee, house of customs^ Indian agents* 

Out of the wcH*ld9 not quite, but nearlj so. 

The traveller thoi^;ht9 but still would fiirther go, 

xLni. 

Intending thence to coast the lake akmg, 
Exploring, he engaged a bark canoe-— 
A voyager, too, who understood the coast. 
And well the management cimxh a craft. 
Doth oft the heavenly canopy survey. 
For indications <^ approaching stonns ; 
A book, by him long studied, and fiuniliar. 
Blankets, a tent, provisions for the way. 
And each utensil needful, he laid in, 
Before he started on that voyage of hope. 
Also his dress a change did undergo. 
For one, for such a voyage, was more befitting 
A pair of boots, thick soled, a coat of canvass, 
Reaching low down ; and pantaloon same cloth* 
8i:q>poited round the waist with leather belts. 
In which to carry hatchet, knife and pouch. 
Tarpaulin hat, wkb brim, and low, round crown. 
As best to turn thick brush, and what rains down^ 
A pocket compass, pipe, chart, and, in fine, 
A gun, and ammunition, fish-hooks, and a line. 

xuv, 

^e embarks, and guns that day Point Iroquois; 
A name significant of great evenl-^ 
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For here the Iroquois encamped ftiid elept, 
Bent on death's errand to the Chippeways. 
The Chlppewajs, aware of their hitent. 
When night had flong her sombre shadows down. 
Came with an armj from the other shore : 
An omen good, their prophets had declared ; 
Fell on them bj surprise, a rainj night, 
Their bones in heaps lie bleaching on this height* 



XLV. 

In journeying thence along a pleasant coast, 

He passed two rivers, sand.banks breaking througlu 

The weather fitir, serene the sky, and bright, 

A gentle breeze that raised no billOwj hills 

Upon the sur&ee of St. Marie's flood ; * 

Reached White.Fish Point, and saw the opening lake. 

Far as the eje could reach, interminable. 

Its southern side to coast is his intent 

The coast runs west and southwest ; sand-hills rear 

Alofl their steepy sides fi>r many a mile. 

Passed two more rivers that had found their way 

Quite to the coast, by sand-hills breaking through 

Of wondrous steepness, came to Hurricane^ 

A bay with sandy shores : a harbor made* 

Thence coasting west, fell in wUh pictured rodoi 

Extending many miles. The height thereof 

Three hundred feet of perpendicular wall. 

Colored with various bright and beauteous tints. 

A sight more picturesque is seldom seen ; 

The waters at their base are emendd green, 

And vastly deep, where vessels float beskts. 
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Of half a mile iucttesfiTe curves appear, 
Like painted walk of aH4>liitheatref 
Approacfaiiig semicircle all the way, 
Save interrviptioa by a gentle rlllt 
Or cascade from the summit leaping down* 
Who looks up here, &octk shallow boat beneath, 
Will dread the sight, and fear the mountain's fiJL 
Here, beautifully formed, do show theraselres, 
Caves, domes, rotundos, with their arched doors. 
He entered oi^ of these which widens out. 
Extending almost to the height its hollow. 
The Doric Rock, the Pulpit, De Partaille, 
Of scenery grand, and beauty unsurpassed- 
All these he viewed with wonder and delight | 
And looking upward to the topmost height, 
A growth of evergreens and silver fir behekL 

XLVI, 

Then sailing thence. Grand Island next he saw, 

Famed fi>r its safe commodious harbor, where 

Access is easy ; locked up in its nook. 

To tempests, ;winds, and storms, defiance bid. 

The isle is fertile. Here resides a man 

With all his household, here to dwell well pleased* 

Embarking thence, along a winding coast, 

Indented much with bays, some laige, some smaH^ 

Some rivulet ofl tumbling down the wall. 

Or intersecting deep the towering banks. 

With verdure crowned, where grows the silver fifi 

The cedar tall, and pine of stinted growth ; 
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Wbere river Laughing-Fish, and Chocolate Btream 

Our wild adventurer's prompt attention drew**- 

Chiefly the Chcicolate, so named from its hue, 

And ccdor of its waters, this resembling. 

At distan<^ from the lalce, a mountain rises. 

And lengthening far, doth fbrm a separation 

Between the streams which flo^ to north and south. 

The northern streams Superioi'^s tvaters feed. 

The southern swell Green Bay or Mississippi. 

Here, on this mountaiii's nolthidrn side, there lies 

A lake from whibh this river takes its rise. 

And winds along a level plain one side, 

But bounded on the west by rodty hills— 

Commencement of the mineral region, shows 

The eastern bounds thereo£ Oood is the soil 

Along the river's rich luxuriant vale ; 

The sugar-maple, ash, and towering oak. 

White bass-wood, stately pines, and walnuts grow. 

And hejpe begin the trapian range of hiUs, 

Still rising up above the sandstone strata ; 

Thence running west, the mineral region through. 

Thence coasting west, he passed the mouths of rivers, 

Pouring their silvery contents in the lake. 

And several islands, small, but beautiful, 

Until to Huron's ampler stream he came, 

That has its source with great Menominee, 

Which runs a southern course, and swells Green Bay * 

And with Ontonagon's more northern river. 

Poured from a ridge of mountain elevation ; 

The haunts where game abounds meandering through ; 

And where the lordly Indian makes his hunt- 
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A emuAry rich in soil and for^st-tr^eMU 

Next Huron Isles, and Huron Moontains came, 

And Point Abbaya, of important name. 

Thence, crossing Keweenaw, at length Uiej reach 

Great Manitou, or Spirit Island called ; 

Once by the natives was supposed to be 

The residence special of the Deity. 

kLvii. 

Methinks I hear th' impatient reader sigh , 
In What rich region doth th' mineral lie ? 
The primary rocks are granite, and extend 
From little Presque Isle's rocky point, thence West. 
These flanking on the northwest, and the north. 
Are trapian rocks, a series of high hills- 
Ranges extending far along the coast. 
From Keweenaw, quite to Ontonagon ; 
Where, with Mount Porcupine, they are confiiunded. 
Yet they continue westward 'long the coast. 
Embracing all the southern side the lake. 
And isles thereof Isle Royal and Lapoint. 
In these the choicest minerals do abound ; 
And riches are concealed beneath the ground. 
In all the seams and crevices of the rocks. 
As though volcanic fires had split them ope', 
In all this region, by a great uplift, 
And poured the melted mineral in their seams ; 
Here signs of great disturbance nature showing. 
Quartz, amethystine, common, radiated, 
CoroeUan, chalcedony, amianthus, 
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Jasper, calcareous spar, and ci^pper, native ; 
Black, pyritous, with all its carbonates ; 
Ferruginous, lead, iron, manganese. 
And native silver, safely stored awaj. 
Conglomerate roek, the mixed, and sandstone red. 
Contain like minerals, with silicious zinc. 
The mineral veins these rocks traversing through, 
And what relation they to each do bea^. 
Require attention, to distinguish well-^ 
The choicest from the spurious kind to judge. 
Those which the laky shore do intersect. 
Are found in sheets, and covered with white spar, 
Reaching into the lake some distance out. 
Where rocks which weigh a half ton are cut off. 
Of native copper ; which, in boulders, there 
Disseminated, on the coast appears. 
In one such vein, or trunky sheet as this. 
To wit : the Pittsburgh and Bostonian mine, 
A thousand tons of copper may be seen 
At single view. But how to raise such massesi 
Detach them from their beds of solid metal. 
The trouble is, requiring art and time. 
But what can't persevering Yankees do? 
- E'en now, at Copper Falls, a solid rock. 
Of fifteen tons, has been cut out and raised, 
Much be their enterprise and labor praised* 
Sometimes the copper, sometimes silver, native^ 
In equal quantities, attached, are found ; 
Silver in globules in one copper rock. 
Has been assayed, and found of value more. 
In this good land of mountain, fire, and flood— . 
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Where Maimer's fiuther op the arch of nigiit. 
And social bHss is absent much from men. 



XLTin. 

Off Copper Harbor, where Fort Wilkins stands, 

At length appeared the weaiy voyager's bark* 

First easy of access, by sailing south, 

The entrance wide and straight, and water deep. 

Upon the eastern side the mainland lies-*- 

On west, Isle Porter shows a rocky front* 

When got within, to westward change their course, 

Turning a dangerous elbow, where, in front, 

Cast on the &tal rocks, brig Astor lies ; 

Warning to seamen, dangers there to shun, 

When seas are rough, and rugged shores too near-^ 

To hold the ship secure, no anchoring ground. 

Sailed up unto Uie harbor's western bound. 

And anchored where was safety from all stormi. 

Weary of coasting, landing on that shore. 

He leaves awhile the sea, the country to explore. 

XLIX. 

Then, going south, discovered Fanny Hoe, 
A little lake, surrounded by high hills. 
The highest scrambled up, and from the top 
Beheld the morning glories of the sun. 
As first he burnished ferest-trees with gM» 
The mountains cast their shadows on the lake. 
With so much truthfulness, that, by mistake. 
Illusive ground one might attempt to tread. 
5 
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Upon the right, the whitened buildings stood, 
Ofold Fort WiHrins. Morning sephjrt blew. 
And sofUy played upon pur country's flag, 
The Union's stars and stripes distending well. 
One mile southwest, he saw Lake Manganese, 
A tributary to the first we named ; 
Which, by a fall precipitous and steep. 
Has made a chasm, and ope'd a white spar vein*; 
Has underneath a vein of manganese, 
StiU lower down succeeds a vein of spar. 
Mountains the margin of the lake salute, 
Whose waters are transparent, cool, and deep, 
Surrounded by a pebbly white sand beach. 
These smaller lakes, as doth Superior great, 
In plenteous fish, of various names, abound ; 
To wit : the white-fish, trout, and siskowet, 
And others i speckled trout in all the streams. 



MeanwhUe, at Copper Harbor, there arrived 
Steamers, with many immigrants on board. 
Who seemed to have a copper fever on them. 
Come fix>m all parts, elated with high hopes 
Of soon becoming wei^hy in their prime. 
By snatching up the treasures here dispens ed ■ 
E'en mining Cornwall disembogues her s<m8. 
Of these, one long engaged in British mines 
Seemed much astonished, and bewildeired quite, 
That Yankees, unexperienced in the art. 
And for the business never e<hicated, 
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Should understandy and cany it on so woIL 

To which oar traveller answered proroptlj thus : 

Think you the Yankees are such duaderhaads 7 

Did they not whip King George and all his lagioBS f 

His soTenteen thousand Hessian hirelings^ too? 

And Johnny Bull discomfit on the sea. 

And termittiUe all wars with ricto^l 

And do not their inventions head the woridt 

Why, sir! a Yankee, with his natural 'cutaness, 

Wisconsin mountains could look through wid& « 

If he but thought that mineral there was hid. 

.Meanwhile, more vesseis constantly arrive. 
With loads of miners, speculator^ diggers, 
And amateurs, of various minds and figures, 
In search of wealth, of El Dorado, north. 
A glorious prospect, those of Copper Falls ; 
For there, not only copper rock is found, 
But silver, too, in quantiUes obtained. 
And if the stories that we hear, be true. 
Of all the wonders lately here disclosed. 
Copper Mid silver will be dregs in market 
Each person, here, entitled to respect. 
Sports a tremendous ring, well hammered out, 
(>f native silver; and enclosing in it 
An agate, from Superior's mining shore. 
Many locations, excellent, are made 
By numerous companies, on the Eagle, Dead, 
And Mining rivers — ^Portage, Lake La Belle. 
Houghton, geologist of Michigan, 
Immortal wight, was sent, this coast to wcul 
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LII. 



What to die wondar of die world, he fiwiid 
His geological tunrejs amidsty 
On the Ontonagon, a copper rock. 
He finished his surveys, and lefl die i^ace ; 
After eight years had fled, again retumiagt 
His hatchet lying on the rock still found ; 
No mortal footstep had intruded there ; 
No mortal eye had seen it, save himself. 
'Twas to our country's capital conveyed, 
Where, safoly stored, it long, long may be i 
Such great discoveries have been made of late, 
Of riches inexhaustible, here hid — 
Of copper, iron, silver, zinc, and gold. 
As well to warrant the belief of some. 
This country's mines will distance all the worlc 
Peru and Mexico excepting scarce. 
As richer, easier of access than others. 
Less digging, blasting, pumping, is required ; 
And here is realized whatever mines inspired. 
A thousand companies have locations here— - 
Bounds for research, are well defined and clear 4 
And there, upon that soil, whatever found. 
Save ten per cent, is theirs, beneath the ground* 

Lni. 

First rock, before alluded to, was found 

Up the Ontonagon. In other places. 

Many, much larger, since have been discloaed« 
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This river, with Menominee, of Green Baj, 

Wi8c<ni8in, of Mist'ippi, Cfaippeway, 

Rises in Moantains Porcupine, and flows 

North, into Lake Superior ; near, midway 

Of Michigan's large tract, from east to west 

Ontonagon, the river most important. 

Whose tributaries rise in little lakes ; 

A harbor good, and easj of access, 

It hath, with eight feet water on the bar. 

Full at its entrance lies an island fiur ; 

Tests agricultural newly have been made, 

Upon this river's rich, luxuriant soil ; 

Potatoes, wheat, rye, oats, and com producing : 

The forests on its banks consist of oak, 

Birch, sugar-maple, hemlock, lynn, pine, fir. 

Once, on its banks stood Indian villages ; 

Fur company, here location once possessed. 

Legends traditionary say the river. 

From circumstance as follows, name derived : 

When peopled first by Indians, came a giri 

With a large bowl, unto the water's edge : 

With careless hand filled it but partially. 

Attention turning to some other things. 

Escaping her, it floated down the stream. 

She cried, On-ton*a-gon I On-ton-a-gon ! 

My bowl I my bowl is gone ! and hence die name* 



uv. 

The Indians, either firom tradition gray, 
Or of design, expecting large reward 
5^ 
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For fucli s teareh, eiplofers bare infittOMd, 
Of a pore copper rode, of size immense- 
Large as a manskm-luMise, and situate 
Near the head waters of this goldea rirer ; 
And in Lake Desert's airy neighborhood. 
Adyenturers have employed them oft as guides- 
High wages giveuy and tratelled many days 
In fond pursuit of what they never Ibund* 
When one such traveller, after bng time spent. 
Gave o'er pursuit, declaring bis intent, 
His wily guide did him inform straightway, 
That they could reach the place in half a day ; 
But Texed» and Pithless, would no furUier go— ^ 
And thus the rock, Kidd's money, like, remains. 
The last three leagues of its descent sublime, 
A thousand foot from high this river &lls ; 
The trapian rocks lays bare, that forms its bedy 
And mineral veins that traverse them throughout, 
Cootaining copper, in its native state. 
And silver that's first rate, experience proves. 
But everything in mining, here, is new— 
Among the numerous companies formed, but AUt 
Have wrought at all ; but there's in expectatioa 
Sufficient to secure a world's salvation ; 
At least, so fiur as mming weakh can go ; 
For which procure we aU we want below. 
Riches I who don't desire they should be given f 
With these, we purchase everytfaing-^4nitheafMi 
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Hie centre of a riiiag State is here, 
If I am either prophet, saint, or seer, 
lids is the peaceful shepherd's country, too, 
Here maj his harmless flocks his calls pursue ; 
And roam on mountain's side, o'er dale and hill. 
And drink the crystal waters when they wilL 
tts fidling streams, in cataract, steep, and dell. 
Its fleecy-working &ctories vdll propel. 
Its climate on the lake is not so cold 
As some interior countries, we are toU ; 
But I'll desist, since future time will show 
lliat men, such wonders to believe, were plow. 

LVI. 

At Copper HarlxMr, ** Lake Superior News," 
With newly. written editorials filled, 
Containing glowing accounts of this rich regions- 
Success of difierent mining company bands; 
The thousand tons of metal which they raise, 
And what their prospects are in future days. 
Is weekly published; first that ever was. 
From the great city Gotham to Isle Royal, 
The largest island in thb &ther lake. 
There's ne'er a tour with interest so replete. 
Such varied scenes, so beautiful and fair, 
Combining health, the sea and mountain air ; 
And where such height of contrast is disclosedf 
DiveiHiified tHth every moral change. 
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From Cliristian, civilized^ to savage life, 
Upon the earth beside, as here is found. 
This end the route has cities, noise of business, 
Of money-making schemes, their heads are fiill, 
A goodly heritage possess, and wealth ; 
But fiill of hatred, envy, and distrust — 
Unkind, uncharitable, man with man. 
In fond pursuit of gdden straws of earth. 
Thrust others from life's side-walks eageriy. 
And trample down to raise immortal self. 
And build a citadel on another's ruin. 
The other, an unbroken wilderness. 
Where nature's noblemen in numbers dwell, 
Who seek no worldly treasures to lay up, 
Where moth and rust corrupt, and thieyes invade. 
Conscious this earth is but a resting-place, 
While on their journey to immortal seats. 
From day to day they seek their simple food, 
Offish, and fowl, and forest's various game, 
Content, and thankful to great Manitou ; 
Blest with a living &ith, religious hope, 
That an elysian heavenly crowns decease, 
When they will rest in happy hunting-grounds. 
And fish in pleasant trout-brooks diere forever. 
Here once the Catholic priest resided, taught 
Fond Nature's children reverence for the cross. 
Father Marquette, the Christian soldier, here 
Did voyage, in love to souls he held most dear. 
One blessed man, devoted to the skies, 
Did them instruct in things which made them wise. 
O, what scenes, beaudfiil and tender, vast. 
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And imagery sublime, this temfde jieUs ! 

Great nature's temple, here stupendous, wild, 

Whose columns are the loftj, rugged mountains, 

Majestic trees, and boulders adAmaatine ; 

Whose courts, the prairies, boundless in extent. 

With their rich emerald carpets all bespangled 

With a profusion endless of wild flowers. 

Of every hue of golden tapestry ; 

Whose aisles the sun-lit valleys, mirrored lakes— 

Whose sacred sanctorum the tall, deep forest, 

Or dark recesses of the mountain gorge-— 

Whose music is the card of the breeze, 

And heaven's own songrters, warbling 'mong the trees | 

Or sounding roar of fidling cataract's chime. 

With thunder mingling loud, its awful bass sublime! 



Lvn. 

Now, having made his tour, the pioneer 
Sailed all around great Lake Superior clear, 
Viewing the Royal Isle, and much that's new. 
Some other country his attention drew. 
Returning back, to where St. Marie lay, 
Bespoke, by schooner, passage to Green Bay, 
Where Nenah, full of rapids, has his flow ; 
Here stands a city yet in embryo. 
Thence up this river all its rapids passed. 
Till Winnebago's Lake he viewed at last, 

X 
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Lvin. 



Thence, through thit lake, mad up the Neath stilly 
To where Wiscqnfiii's ftream k nearly joins ; 
Wiseonski/ whence the State derlTes its name. 
The portage here, t^eAve fitflongSy oalj, wide» 
Connected by canal in contemplation. 
Further obstructions from these streams removed, 
Thej furnish will a lengthened water'>course— • 
Communication interrupted not, 
From Gotham great, to southern town, Orieans, 
A choice access unto the best of markets. 
Thence, down Wisconsin went the pioneer ; 
Thence, down the Mississippi, to Orleans, . 
Where he abode some time ; at length returned ; 
The rirer threaded up to Prairie du Chien. 
Particulars of his voyage down, or fare^ 
And what mishaps he met withal, elsewhere. 
He gives not. But, upon his passage up, 
More leisure, he has given us some account, 
And well describes the scenery of the valley—^ 
Chiefly the Upper Mississippi shore. 
Because this region did the more delight him. 
As in the following detail brie^ his words i . 
I've sailed upon the noble Mississippi, 
And of its landscapes, features prominent, 
Which chi^rmed me much, will some description give. 
The meaning of the word, in Indian tongue. 
Or Chippeway, means water everywhere- 
Great fiuher of the waters, some interpret. 
It rises farther north than where white men. 
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T* abide, have jet consented long to dwell. 

Thenoe, running south, a winding course alongi 

Quite through the middle of that vallej large, 

Which lies between the AUeghanies east, 

And Rocky Mountains towering on the west | 

Whldi join a distant country, Oregon. 

ReceiTing all the rivers of this valley. 

On either side, for thousand leagues aroundf 

Ohio, Tennessee, Arkansas, Red, 

And great Missouri, with a hundred othefs | 

Till Orleans growing mart last passing by« 

Discharges i^ his congregated waters 

In Mexic' gul( of vast circumference. 

What other name could be appropriate t 

Its character so graphically speak ? 

The natural great highway of all this vaUeyy 

For merchants' produce, dealers', steamen §kjt 

In all their multitude, to bear away 

The products of this ever-fruitful soil. 

To other climes where needed, and to brinf 

The merchandise of other nations in. 

LIX. 

'Tis called the Lower Mississippi, all 

That part which lies .Missouri's mouth below. 

Save rocky bluffs, a few below St. Louis, 

And in the neighborhood of Natchez fi>und. 

Both shores are low, and level, covered o'er 

With forests ifense, of cypress, cotton- woodf 

Where wolves and panthers prowl, and men an ao^ 
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And eagles, undisturbed, seize on their prej. 
Alluidan banks, to constant change submitting, 
Where rapid currents shift the channel dU 
Its waters dark, ne'er bear a crystal hue ; 
Of whirlpods, eddies, sawyers foil, and trees, 
Tom from the fprest^s margin, and swept down 
By sweeping currents unassuaged, and swift ; 
Of dangerous passage, difficult to land. 
Here is a place, the Grave-yard rightly named ; 
np<m the right, a rocky bluff there lies — 
On other side, in dread array, is seen 
Islands, and sand-bars, where imbedded He 
The wrecks of half a hundred steamers lost. 
Grave-yard it is, since hundreds living men. 
Tars, passengers, and those in high command. 
Have life resigned on this ill-&ted strand. 
Here; in full view, and passing to and fro. 
With circumspection grave, are many vessels. 
Along the muddy stream the bottom-lands. 
Of thickly, wooded growth, are seen afiir ; 
Wo to the immigrant that locates here ! 
Anon, a lonely cabin meets the eye. 
The home of misery, sickness, and disease ; 
And where the occupant depends alone 
Upon the sale of fuel for support. 



LX. 

But of the Upper Mississippi, things 
Better, and fraught with admirati<m, speak* 
St. Louis, centre of the western wcnrld ! 
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Where great Missouri all her stores poors in^* 
A citj that must rise to great importance. 
I left St* Louis, up the river bound. 

Twas on a summer's daj, all dear and bright, 
PhcBbos had just awakened from his rest; 
On gilded spires and temples cast his light, 
And all the adjoining shores with radiance blest." 

The city murmurs died upon the ear-^ 
The statelj structures fading out of sight. 
I saw the river change its color now; 
I saw along the eastern shore a streak 
Of crystal water, widening fitrther up. 
And now was seen the beauteous town of AhoB, 
Out-peeping from among its pictured bluSs, 
Dividing into upper, lovrer town. 
And now dark waters narrowed on the west, 
And on a sand-bar's spine, just visible 
Between the streams, the rivers adverse met 
Missouri rose in circling wave, and toppled, 
And then, to mingle with an element 
More pure and crystalline, did hasten on. 
But Mississippi, loathing foul alliance 
With such a turbid stream, so rudely sought. 
As maiden coy, such overture rejects. 
Stole angrily away t' the other shore, 
Beneath the forest daik, and there preserved 
His own identity, a long way down. 
In narrow vein, transparent, till, at length. 
Was, by the nmddy monster, swallowed up. 
6 
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LXI. 



Missouri is the Rocky Mocmtains' Son ; 

The other from a distant lake up-sprung, 

And here majestic union of the powers 

Took place. They, in deep wilderness <^ ourit 

Do rise in solitudes untrodden yet by nUtn, 

Where nature based their fountains ere they ran. 

Yet, when united and matured they bd. 

Produce a mighty influence otk the trembling sea. 

But, soon as we had passed Missouri by, 

To Upper Mississippi we drew nigh. 

A balmy country, beauteous to behold. 

As silver pictures set with pearls and gold. 

O, could I emulate a poet's lays I 

And sound a note of never-dying praise 

To thee, great &ther of perpetual floods ! 

A pictured world thine own meandering through ; 

Hence will I, up your vale, my wandering way puwue : 

The shores now beautifully rise to hills. 

With verdure crowned, and sloping to the verge ; 

All mirrored in the crystal stream below. 

A cultivated shore upon the right. 

Upon the left did several islands hang, 

Whose lo% columns, of luxuriant growth, 

Bespoke a soil enriched beyond compare. 

Then, in the distance, lay an open vista, 

Where various leathered tribes did show themsehait 
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And cbeerfiil singing-birds tlieir songs did ^ant ; 
While met the vision, multi&riousljr, # 

On either side the banks, perpetual flowers, 
Whose fragrance did almost oppress the sense. 
Anon, a pleasant village gave to view, 
On either side a landscape beautifuL 
Anon, a pleasant prairie, reaching down 
Unto the river's brink, did show a town. 
Baw Quincj standing mostly on a hluS^ 
With marshes that ac^oined it very low* 
Now conies Des Moines in grandeur from the wetft ; 
liid now the lower rapids show themselves. 
Iowa 8h(Hre, where Keokuck looks out ; 
And here a county settled in a day. 
When Black Hawk's tribe departed At 4way. 

Lxni. 

Long ere they'd gone, the yeomen flodrad so dense, 
This goodly la|i4 so eager to possess. 
That, on ^ efe of that appointed day^ 
Hundreds of wagcms standing on the line. 
Thousands of emigrants encam^Hng there. 
To be the first had come, first in pk^ssessioB, 
You might have seen. Precisely at the hoar 
Of midnight, when possession was allowed 
Throu^out the region joining on I>es Moines, 
A thousand axes, then, you might have heard. 
Resounding through the forest far and wide ; 
Cabins to raise, and residences fix ; 
Fierce wrangling for conflicting claims, mixed iq> 
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With manj a figbt, and many a lustj* blow* 
Alid ere the sun Arose upon the scene, . 
Long ere his going down upon that day, 
A countj equal in extent to two 
Of ordinary size, was claimed and settled* 

LXtV. 

On a high bluff that puts out in the stream. 
Fort Edward lies — \a beautifully seen 
From Keokuck, a half-breed village thence 
Across the water just below the rapkls ; 
On which some Indian fishermen are seen 
The eve with lighted boats, appearing oft, 
Then vanishing like meteor flies of night 
The constant roaring of the waters here, 
An Indian yell occasionally sent up, 
Their fires upon the shore, abundant fish ; 
The sound of mirth heard from the village near 
The passengers' atteation eager drew. 
V Now at the head of rapids stands Nauvoo, 
A city famous, seat of Mormon power. 
Upon the blu£& a herd of deer, with &wn. 
Are cropping quietly the flowery lawn ; 
And, farther up. Rock Island, picturesque. 
Surmounted by a recent castle, stands, 
Delightful haunt of Black Hawk and his tribe. 
Spontaneous apples, berries, plums, there grew 
Of various kinds ; whose waters yielded fish 
Black Hawk, in summer, hither did resort ; 
Who says a spirit good had of it charge- 
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Dwelt in a eavd beneath the fort's fiNindatkm ; ^ 

Was white, with wings like swan's, ten times as laige ; ~ 

Was often seen, and that much care was ta'en 

To make no noise that shoukl his rest disturb. 

But nnce, loud cannon, booming from the ibit, 

Have driven him quite away; and 'tis supposed • 

An otA spirit succeeding, took his place. 

LXV. 

And here the upper rapids we approached ; 
Here wer beheld in numbers, fljing about, 
At hour of eve, found here, and nowhere else, 
A certain insect, called the Mormon fly. 
Where they alight until they die, remain, 
Unless distuirbed or from their hold unloosed. 
Next, on the side of Ulinois, appear 
Fantastic blufis, and belated rocks ; 
With vines and mosses covered, they present, 
To our imagination, ancient towers. 
Castles, and forts, in ruin battered down ; 
As if th' unwary traveller here to tell 
A melancholy tale of ages past. 
This kind <^ scenery ornaments Du Buque, 
Across the river, reaching Prairie du Chien ; 
The farther up, more lofty and imposing. 
Upon the summit of a bluff like these. 
Most beautiful, there stands a wooden cross. 
Both large and high, a cabin neatly built. 
The resting-place of miners' friend, Du Bu^pie ; 
Enclosed in leaden coffin, his roquest. 
6* 
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Some dkUnoe up La Fevre, lie* Galemi, 
Opp'«te» among the blufl^, emporium greal 
Of lead ; a eky c(Mrporate has beeome# 
Ascendiiig ttill, the bottom landf grow narro^t 
The ri^er winds yet more, and tumi nofthwaaU 
Catsrille itaada on a narrow bottom hero* 
Opening a pa«8age through to Mineml Points 

IiXVItf 

Opp'fite Wisconsin river stands Pike's £UU 

Abrupt and lofty ; just above this place, 

East side, Fort Crawford stands, and Praine du Chien» 

For several miles along extends the town* 

The river here is fiill of little islands, 

And when by freshets swelled to highest flow, 

Across, from hill to hill, is full three miles. 

OriginaUy settled by the French, 

It was a place of some importance once. 

As chimneys old, and ruined cellars show 

Its beauteous prairie to the river verdant, 

While, back, its bluffs rise several hundred feet* 

Irregular, picturesque, so is the town. 

Both rude and wild ; in its construction, quaint* 

Here lies the ruins of an ancient fortress. 

Here stands a Catholic church with gilded eross^ 

And there, projecting up, some ancient mounds i 

Fort Crawfprd sending forth discordant sounds^ 

And now is seen the Indian trader's store, 

Surrounded by a band o^ Winilefaagoes, 

Who here res<nrt for purposes ,of trade«^ 
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Here trenchet, movmiaf ftnd pumpeli appNur, 

Connected in a terie* under ground, 

For militaiy ii«e in aneient war ; 

And tomahawks of brass not now in use ; 

And stories <£ gigantic ^eletons, 

As Indian legends say, here disinterred. 

Who tell us that a race of giants white, 

Once held the soil, whom they have dispossessed. 

Where this town stands the river once did run, 

Confirmed by what geologists have done. 

Hence, this great stream is but a rivulet 

To what it was, when it its banks did fill. 

LXVIX. 

Bought the sequestered shades the traveller now. 
And strolled about the countiy, through the wood^ 
And pleasant prairies there adjoining on ; 
And fished, and fowled, and ate of every kind 
The flesh* A wild association found 
Of native men, that roamed the forest through , 
Acquainted long Urith men of Gallia's race, 
And something of their policy had learned* 
Rock Island visited, the site and haunts 
Of Black ELawk — River Rock meandering up, 
And walked alone for contemplation oft, 
And strayed far off the place of his abode. 
One day his meditations were absorbing ; 
He wandered for into th' untrodden wood. 
And seemed toube in melancholy mood. 
A sudden darkness fell upon him there. 
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Befinre he from his reverie did awake. 
Then rousing up himael^ he locked all round. 
And with what light remaining icanned the ground} 
To see i^ by the undulations in it. 
He could*make out to conjure where he was. 
But darkness, like to that on Egypt fell* 
For stubborn crimes persisted in too long, 
Fell on him there. Hb hand he held before^ 
Could not discern, nor aught of land, or bog, 
Or water there ; nor had he learned, as yet, 
By moss on trees, or signs, his course to shape, 
As red men, more sagacious, well could do. 

LZVIII. 

To fiirther go that night, declining then. 

And flint, and steel, and spunk- wood taking out, 

He struck the latent spark, fire kindled up ; 

Wrapping his cloak around, to sleep laid down. 

The fire he knew would frighten dangerous beasts; 

Till morning light appeared, resolved on rest. 

Then, came there one, and shook him, saying — ^^ Awake I 

Rise, come away to a better place of rest ; 

You act unwisely to be lying here. 

When I've a house to shelter you so near.' 

This was a Pennsylvanian, that day 

Upon a hunting tour, returning home , 

To travel in the darkest wood well knew, 

By all those signs by red men understood ; 

For he an Indian trader long had been. 

And during half a century, here had dweh. 
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He knew the Indioii character full well. 

And how a forest man to personate. 

He led our traveller through the wood apace, 

Which was, bj open space, succeeded soon* 

A light was seen, and soon the cabin reached, 

Of his kind host, who sat before him meat* 

With hungry men, much to converse, or ask 

Questions before they've eaten, manners ill. 

This, Indians know, and sacredl j observe ; 

And, while the pipe of peace goes cheerful round, 

A solemn silence well becomes a guest ; 

This d<me, all firee to conversation given. 

Like custom here ; the meal and pipe enjoyed. 

Thus to converse, the pioneer began : — 

These are the haunts of Black Hawk, fitmoui chiefi- 

And this the ground of battle for his rights. 

To you, no doubt, all things concerning him 

Are quite fiuniliar. I would be informed; 

As anything that doth to him relate, 

Would be acceptable unto my ears. 

PBNNBTLYANIAN. 

Tes ! Black Hawk was a chie( say well you may, 
Of rare renown, as &me doth also say ; 
For we were personally known, and I 
Can, of his doings, justly testify. 

PIONEBS. 

Aideed? your speech is music in my ear ; 
the history give ; I shall rejoice to hear 
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The genealogy of th' Olostrious chief; 
The canees of the war, and of his grief. 



P£S7N8YLVA2aAN. 

Darimess sits brooding o'er the silent earth ; 
The evening hour's already fiir advanced, , 
While beast, and bird, and reptile, do repose ; 
We're travelled &r, and underwent fiitigue. 
And weariness reminds us of like rest. 
The subject, too, is long to tell ; therefbre. 
Lie down till br%ht Aurora streaks the east — 
Then rise, refreshed by sleep, and you shall feast 
Upon the story you so much desire. 
This said, he led him to an upper room, 
Well fiurnished ; for repose, a downy bed, 
Whereon he bade his guest recline his head. 

LXIX. 

Soon as Aurora, daughter of the dawn. 

Had streaked the east with signs of early mom, 

The traveller rose, and promenaded there. 

The woodland scene to view, and scent the balmy air* 

The landscape round was pleasant to behold. 

The sun had risen, and burnished it with §o\L 

In cultivated field the building stood. 

Surrounded on all sides by UAj wood. 

'Twas built of logs, of stately trunks hewn square, 

No polish, paint, or ornaments require — 

A puncheon floor, a l^im-wood loft, a roof 
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Of cUp-boards made. Beside its walls aphung 
Frocks, pantaloons, and hunting.shirts of linsej. 
JSeen pending from the loft, and underhanging, 
Deer-skins and peltries ; fiirther down, a gourd— 
A cldnmej large, the fire beneath built high. 
The breakfitft o'er, and smoked the calumet, 
Seated within, beside the pleasant fire, 
«* jilbw," said the host, «< I'll grant what jou desire.** 
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SCENES IN THE WEST. 



CANTO II. 



THE AEOUMBNT. 

Deieiiption of Nit-o-me-ma, or Gentle Dove— The good miflBonary— Hv 
eoiiTeraion to Christianity — Marquette— Marriage to Omaint-ai-ar-nah—* 
His departure to the war — Que-la-wah's treachery — He proenrea tilt 
banishment of Gentle Dore-^he takes np her abode in a caye in tht 
dense forest, where she, for a long time, is miraculonsly presenred^ 
Omaint-ai-ar-nah returns home, becomes convinced of her innocence* 
and kills Que-la-wah — Que-la-wah appears to him in a vision of tht 
night, and informs him that Grentle Dove is yet alive—He finds her af« 
ter diligent search — A joyful meeting described — They live out tlieir 
days together in happy love, and from this virtuous pair descended Blaek 
Hawk. 



And thus the Pennsylyaoiaii began :— 
In earlj times, according to tradition, 
Before the western wilderness was trod 
By white men, there did live a princess young ; 
Than she, no fairer lady ever sprung 
From Indian blood. Her name was Nit-o-me-n 
Which, rendered in our language, signifies 
7 
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A Grentle Dove, whatever appertains. 

And &ithfu]ly did she answer to the name ; 

For she was beautiful to look upon. 

Of a sweet voice and temper, and beloved 

Bj all who knew her, for her gentleness, 

And ibr those numerous acts of kindness donsi 

Which she was ever ready to confer. 

E'en insomuch, that it became proverbial, 

In those times, that she ne'er acquaintance made» 

Without soon bringing them, by pious deeds, 

Under the strongest obligations to her ; . 

Hiat none with her did e'er associate, 

Without being wiser made, and better for it. 

%he to the tribe of powerful Sacs belonged ; 

A nation then inhabiting, remote. 

Those regions, unexplored, that westward laj, 

And south of Michigan's unstable sea, 

Far in the east their origin once had. 

Hiis beautiful said new romantic country 

Is watered by the Upper Mississippi, 

And numbers of its tributary streams ; 

Great Missbsippi Valley, therefore, called. 

By Marquette, godly Frenchman, who was first 

That came to plant the standard of the cross. 

Of Eong Immanuel, in her father's land, 

Was she converted to the Christian faith. 

This one immortal man, so truly great, 

For miflsi^mary enterprise, was first 

Discoverer <^ the noble Mississippi, 

Asd <^ that vast internal world well watered 

By all its branches, it meandering through. 
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U. 



Prone on hif new and perilous voyage hitlier, 
O'er the great inland seas of Amerieay 
In a frail bark he bounded, tOl he reached 
Hie western borders of Lake Michigan. 
After encountering dangers^ woes unnumbered. 
And hardships long endured by land and sea. 
Long sufiering almost every sore privation 
That's possible ibr human life to brave. 
Last he had penetrated to the heart 
Of thk vast continent, visited the tribes 
And numerous nations on the happy shoves. 
This did he, hoping not an earthly crown, 
Nor had he once an eye to his renown* 

III. 

But mAe\j (or the purpose of imparting,' 

To souls benighted, knowledge of that gospel, 

SuUime, of Christ, glad tidings of great joy, 

Unto all peof^ everywhere revealed. 

In journeying through the waste fhun tribe to tribe, 

The savage nations round together calls. 

To them proclaiming, in their council-halls, 

The one true Grod, Creator, and their Saviour. 

Thus did he fervently pursue his labors, 

Of love and pure devotion 'mong the tribes, 

Until a wicked and neferious band. 

In ignorance, blind oi what they were about, 

Mistaking his benevolent designs. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



,T0 BLACK BAWKi AKD 

Ascribing motivef mercenary, base, 

Encompassed him about, to slaj him there ; 

Assailing him fiill oft with clubs and arrows, 

Which higher power averted from their aim. 

And gave him some respite to flee away ; 

Thence, he retired into the wood to praj. 

And seek deliverance from the hands of God. 

It pleased the Lord to grant him that relief 

Which he so aitlently besought in prayer. 

And call his spirit to his rest above. 

His foes pursued, intending to destroy. 

And glut their vengeance on the Lord s anointed-^ 

Approached, and saw him in a praying posture^ 

As they had often seen him kneel before ; 

Fitted their arrows archly to the bow, 

Without creating in him any movement. 

Or least emotion, fear t' avoid the dart — 

He seemed like one whose spirit hence had fled. 

They came and touched him, found him cold and dead ; 

The power he trusted had delivered him. 

The Lord's anointed, from their violent hands. 

His work was done, he sweetly passed away, 

Amid his labors. Wide were his designs — 

Earth's bene&ctor, not unlike his Master, 

On earth he had no certain dwelling-place ; 

But in high heaven he sits a child of grace. 

IV. 

Adherents few and fidthful, whose hard hearts, 
With hallowed fire, ere this time, God had toiiched» 
Mourned over him ^ and there, upon the banks 
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Of tliat pure river, by himself discoTered, 
Which bears his name, thej dug the lonely grara 
Of God's most humble servant, faithful soldier 
Of tlM cross. There they buried him in the sand ; 
He, who came first upon his Master's businessi 
To teach, to humanize, exalt, and bless, 
The pagan people of this wilderness* 

V, 

By Marquette, as we said, was she converted 
To Christian fiiitb. Uncommonly devout. 
Walking in every ordinance of the Lord 
Blameless, according unto all she'd heard. 
And been instructed by this holy man. 
Soon after this, unto a warlike prince 
Of her own nation, bold and gay, was wedded ; 
Son of Na-ma-ma-kee, the nation's chiefl 
Omaint-si-ar-nah, was the young man called. 
He was a tall, athletic son o' the forest ; 
Nature had lavished gifts in rich proftision ; 
Was beautiful and manly in^his person^ 
Easy and graceful in his dignity 
And bearing. Features regular and handsome- 
Skilful, adroit in using of the bow ; 
And deer and game could kill at distance great. 
In battle bold, in his affections ardent^* 
The &ithful fnend, kind husband, generous host. 
From his door, hungry, no man. ever went; 
In short, if he had any ftiiling rare, 
Twas this — that he was sanguine in his temper, . 
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Too oredulous, and jealous of ^ aflbctioii» 
Of Aofe he loved, and fondly piloted on. 
Ne'er was a happier and more bHtheMttd cb^^ 
Than that which did their nuptiaUi consommatSr 
Nor e'er a happier couple than these twain, 
Omaint-si-ar-nah, and his Gentle Dove. 

O love f with thy intoxicating bowl, 
How dost thou charm and fiiscinate the soul f 
And pour therein such rivers of delight. 
That Eden's joys do linger in the flight I 

VI. 

Soon afler she beeame the bride 
Of him, her glory, prince, and pride. 
Tidings unpleasant, and un&ir. 
And grievous to the happy pair. 
Of separation, dread to name. 
Too soon from tribes confederate cune^ 
The chieftain young called to the war, 
The place of his encampment far. 
Tears from his eyes stole down and fell, 
As he his loved one bade farewell. 
Not less felt she, and suffered sore. 
Fearing she'd see his face no more f 
He armed himself and strode away, 
Over the hills, and &r away, 
And seemed so merry, blithe and gay ; 
His armor on his buckler rung. 
And as he joomeyBd, thus he sung ; 
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SONG. 

Chief I am of raj own cl&Df 
Meet the foeman raan to man ; * 
With my arrow and my bow, 
I can alay the strongegt foe. 

With rich spoils I shall retum* 
Merrily my fire will bum, 
As I sit with son and spouse, 
And fulfil my early vows. 

The prairie grass is now my bed. 
The only curtain round my head, 
Without the voice of her I love, 
Far, fcr from thee, my Gentle Dove ! 

And whOe I fondly think on thee, 
And all thy anxious ^ares for me. 
The worst may come, it makes me fear, 
Extort from thee the mourner's tear. 

But should it come, the worst that can, 
I'n act the hero, die the man ; 
Death cannot pilfer me of leve, 
Sweet lady feir, my Gentle Dove I 

lis here corroding on my heart, 
Fixed is the wound of Cupid's dart ; 
Forever bums the flame of love, 
For thee, sweet girl, my Gentle Dove ! 
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vn, 

He left his dear love with her widowed parent ; 
For fiUher she had none, and in the care 
Of an Indian fiiend, whose name was Que*Ia-wah ; 
Whichy when interpreted, doth mean deceit. 
How well his conduct with the name comports, 
Ere long, the sequel will too clearly show. 
Companion of his youth, in whom reposed 
'fie confidence unbounded ; charging him 
His bride and aged mother take good care, 
Till his return, and see they nothing wanted. 
His stay was longer much than he had deemed ; 
The lengthening war his presence still required. 
And constant care in council and in field. 



vni. 

Epistolary writing was unknown ; 
Hence, it became a custom at that day, 
IThen needful correspondence must take place. 
With those at distance, to despatch a wight« 
In whom the person sending could confide, 
With oral message tidings oft to bear ; 
Whether to lover, friend, or warring chief. 
Now, by this ready mode of correspondence^ 
Omaint-si-ar-nah, as his stay was long, 
Sent frequent messages to Gentle Dove, 
Of all his charged afiitirs, informing her 
His health, and oft inquiring after her's. 
Soon after his departure to the war, 
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His fidthless fir[end» 'La-wah, became enamored 
Of his most beauteous bride, the Gentle Dofe ; 
And sought, by every means within his power, 
Her, from the path of virtue, to allure ;^ 
Renounce, to her affianced lord, allegiance, 
And yield herself the victim of his love. 
Bitf all his tired endeavors, for this end. 
Were fruitless ; for she heaikened not to him. 
Although from mom till eve importunate. 
But when he found he nothing could prevail. 
But that, indignantly, she spumed him from her, 
Steadfitst and fitithful to her absent lord. 
Bis love towards her was turned to enmity. 
His anger greatly kindled to destroy her. 

IX. 

Meanwhile, as she was much perplexed in spirit, 

Anxious, not knowing unto what 'twould grow, 

She had a dream, most singularly alarming. 

And wonderfully prophetic in its features. * 

For, lo ! in boding visions of the night, 

While in a dream, upon her bed, she saw. 

Standing before her, there, an awfol form. 

Greater than human, of « solemn mien. 

And dreadful aspect, awfully revolting. 

And, lo ! he ope'd his mouth, and spake, and said :— 

O, of the Holy Virgin much beloved ! 

Who to her Son's bright throne thy prayers presents. 

And doth prevail, and ever must prevail ! 

To whom thy virtuous constancy is known— 
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Words comfortable have I come to speak ; 

The Mighty Rider doth rei^ect the meek. 

Fear God ! be steadfiist ki thj constancy ! 

And let thy &Sth be strengthened to rely 

On &Tor so divine, in all thoo dost, 

And trials needful through which thou must pass« 

Unless thou this dost do, thou canst not stand 

Against the adversaries of thy soul. 

For what thou hast already suffered long 

From Que-la-wah, are but incipient. 

Beginnings sad of greater woes to come, 

And sorrows thine, long felt Yea ! of a truthy 

He, even he that's nearest to thy heart. 

In whom thy soul delighteth, good 'Si-ar^nah, 

The noblest chief of all the warring tribes. 

To his great loss shall be deceived by bribes — 

Enraged, forsake his ever-faithful wife. 

And thou shalt narrowly escape with life. 



Btoreo'er, commissioned from the shining tbronot 
The Virgin has instructed to knake known 
To thee, yet more ; what else were under seal, 
Thy nation's future destin^K^veal, 
And what shall surely come to pass in years. 
Resume thy courage, and repress thy fears f 
Behold ! for empire there shall be a strife I 
A mighty struggle, not accounting life. 
Between thy people and a powerful race 
Of white men, fer oS, lately gained a place, 
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And footing in the east, (ar aS, and near 
Tlie rising sun. At first, they snmll appear ; 
But, waxing strong, to empire shall aspire. 
Sweep o'er, and subjugate the continent entire. 



XI. 

They shall come, eren here, with mighty hand. 
And, with their armies, overspreadthe land 
Of thy fore&thers, and possess the same, 
Not heeding, as they ought, Uiy people's claims 
But lo ! thy nation shall not want renown I 
Behold the prince that bears the laurel crown I 
The prince that's yet to rise, Black Hawk by name ; 
The earth scarce proves a limit to his hme I 
From thee descended, who shall, in his day, 
O'er many chiefs and many tribes bear sway. 
Shall fight successful battles in his prime, 
Shall lead them forth to war, and, in his time, 
Shall cause his enemies to fear and fly ; 
Bui numerous armies, that in ambush lie. 
Of whites, shall overcome him, and will bind 
In chains his person, not his stubborn mind. 
Yet shall a timely star direct his flight ; 
His foes shall bow in jipverence at his m^^— 
To hurt him shall not with success conspire. 
Though many seek his death with strong desire ; 
Tet he in peace shall die in his own ways, 
And s^pathizing nations give him praise ; 
And heap eulogiums on his injured name. 
And thou shalt lire forever in his fiime ! 
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xn. 

Tet| in the fiiture &r, are these eventf. 

And lire to see them verified, shah not ; 

Fet thou shalt suffer that which rarely fiUIs 

To mortals, man or woman, to endure. 

But suffer not thyself to be cast down. 

Nor yield to great discouragement thereat ; 

For hearen is (m thy side. The Holy Virgin 

Will not forsake thee, nor neglect to hear. 

And to present before her Son thy prayers, 

Ascending up to hearen from pious Ups. 

And in &y day of great adrersity. 

Behold, for &y protector and thy guide. 

To thee shall be rerealed the Star of Bethlehem I 

still. 

Meanwhile, his fell designs to execute, 

Was Que*la-wah most busily employed — 

Bis whole soul bent upon the ruin of one 

Whom he could not seduce from rirtue's path. 

Hie messenger Omaint-si.ar-nah sent, 

To bear the tidings to his foithflil lore, 

A very wicked and hard-hearted wretch. 

Who, for a petty bribe, could enter in 

To all the fell designs of Que-la-wah, 

Against the peace and lifo of Grentle Dove. 

Therefore, whene'er he came with message for her, 

She knew it not, nor sent an answer back ; 

For Que-la-wah did intercept and bribe 
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The wigbty that he her ruin might efiect, 

Evil report to carry to the camp. 

The tenor of his message back was this : 

That with all faithfulness he had deHrered 

To her the ever-kind endearing message, 

Which she regarded not, but turned away 

Her ears from listening to her consort's words ; 

Deriding them, to answer caring not — 

Treating the messenger with marked contempt; 

That she was base, abandoned, and inconstant 

In high degree— i-unfiiithful to her loTe, 

And reprobate to all connubial ties. 

Nothing omitted was in this report. 

Unjust, untrue, and wickedly contrived 

To heighten crime to uttermost, could serve ; 

And make upon the mind of him who loved her, 

Too credulous, and easUy provoked. 

Impressions deepest of her perjured &ith, 

And lively sense of aggravated guilt. 

To poor 'Si-ar-nah's heart these tidings went, 

For she the centre wa^ of his afiections ; 

On her his heart was fixed-— on her were placed 

His highest hopes of bliss. His idol was. 

xiv. 

The thought of what he'd lost, misplaced afifectiont^ 
An idol torn away, love disappointed ; 
Hence, alienated, gone, a bosom friend ; 
These all, all rushing in at once upon him. 
Like towering waves of sea to sink him low, 
8 
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Force irresistible ceald not withstaad ; 

like fall of avalanche to oyerwheUny 

The sorrows <^his soul did harrow Uj^ 

And raise his passions to a fearfiil flaoMt 

So violent, that his firame could ill enduret 

And in a parozjsm, or convulsive fit| 

He fell bewildered to th' unconscious earth. 

He wallowed in the yellow sand, i^id rent 

His garmentt»-^^<»e his hair, and beat his breast. 

When he recovered, he commanded those 

That stood around, to draw a bow and shoot hinu 

As none obeyed his voice, his sword he drew 

Forthwith, himself to slay, and do the deed 

So fatal, which no other would attempt ; 

Was in the act to plimge the fiital dart 

Deep in his bosom, when hi« good attendants 

Arrested him, and forced away the blade. 

As blessings brighten as they take their flight, 

So did the happiness which he had fek 

In the society of his charming one, 

And that which he had long in hope enjoyed, 

Was by such news augmented still the more ; 

With relish more exquisite fraught did seem, 

Than e'er before by him was realized — 

Much aggravated his excess of grie£ 



XT. 

Sooner, a thousand times, he would have Mlowed 
Her to the grave in former loveliness, 
Than be a«toanded thus with such aceou^ 
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0( her surprising cliaiige, and M firom yiitue. 

Much grieved he daily, sufi^red much by nighty 

In broken rest, and discompesing dreams ; 

Oft waked frem such, as glad unlrue to find. 

To sense of real woes that on him lay ; 

Until, for broken tow% and Idmbiess slightedt 

Revenge had ta'en possession of his breast 

Then did his kidignation pass control— 

The flame of love, extinguished in his soul. 

To hatred, enmity, disgust, had turned^ 

In exclamation passionate and grievous, 

And furiously loud, he thus exclaimed : 

What would I not have done, to make her blest ! 

Would sacrificed my life, and cheerfully 

My every comfort, fi)r her happiness I 

Nay, more ! a thousand deaths in her defence 

Would willingly have died* But all is over now I 

The die is c&st ! I'll see her fiice no more ! 

Ungrateful wretch ! go unta her, and tell, 

Omaint-si-ar-nah's not so much her dupe, 

To grieve himself too much, and lay to heart 

Her perfidy* Nay, I will have revenge I 

A dire revenge for her ingratitude, 

And sweet. She shall not live to see me grieve. 

And loftl it o'er my wounded feelings aye ; 

Insult, unman me, make me miserable. 

With thoughts of one day seeing her scornful eye 

Turned on me. No, that she, indeed, shall not ! 

Birt hasten ! let her bleed ! Cut off a lock 

Of her bright raven hair, and bring to me, 

That I, upon the melancholy relic, 
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May lockf and keep it ^ter consecrate. 

Memorial constant of her treachery. 

O, I could never hare believed her fidse f 

Unquenchable as mine, I thought her love. 

Great God ! that I should be thus forced to dc 

To one that I so greatly doated on ! 

Go, then, and execute the dread command. 

And, of this perjured beauty, rid the land. 

XVI. 

Then came the messenger of death, in haste 

To Gentle Dove, in absence of her chaste 

Maternal parent ; led her to the wood. 

Assuring her, by all that's greatly good. 

He had a secret message from her lord. 

That good to her, not evil, would afibrd* 

She forth reluctant went with tardy bound ; 

An infant child her arms enfolded round. 

Arrived where fit for purpose so malign, 

A place where trees stood thick, and boughs entwine, 

A place of darkness, and deep solitude. 

With clustering vines encircling the seclude ; 

A covert far, hid from the eyes of men. 

But not from the all- seeing, secret ken 

Of the Almighty, whose omniscient view 

0a w what she suffered, and the future knew ; 

Here told her, thus unfeelingly beguiled, . 

What he should do to hw, and to her child. 

Such were his orders from the army sent. 

And from its chie( Omaint-si-ar-nah's tent 
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XVII. 



Such message to fulfil, in dutj bound, 
Charged with her sanguine blood to ttain the ground. 
For violated ritet and wedded vows. 
And alienation fiom her lawful spouse* 
And prone, in accents like the serpent mUd, 
He said that, first, he should bereave the child. 
Then, lo confirm his sullen words, out flew 
His scimetar, a weapon shining new. 
Which from his belted scabbard did suspend, 
Its short existence on the earth to end ; 
Which done, my lengthened tale e'en here had end, 
And no such tragic scenes in future blend. 
Now, Gentle Dove shrieked out, and uttered high 
A very bitter, lamentable cry; 
In great distress, not knowing what to do, 
Beseeching him this course not to pursue, 
But soothe, in some degree, a mother's pain, 
And trouble not the child, till she was slain ; 
Or else, she twice must suffer pangs of death. 
Once in her person, yielding up her breath. 
And once, ere yet this tragedy begun. 
Compelled to see and feel it in her son. 
Some pity seemed to touch his savage breast ; 
Thus fitr, he said, I yield to your request. 
Then, with his scimetar drawn in his hand. 
Approached to execute the dread conrunand. 
By plunging deep (he weapon in her breast, 
On her evading person sorely pressed. 
She begged of lim : O, why such haste in this? 
8* 
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To one proscribed, protracted life is bliss I 
To heaven, I own, I should consign my fiite ^ 
But O, that heaven had fixed a longer date ! 
Allow seme moments, grant the sentence staj, 
And giro a wretched mortal time to prajr*"-" 
Tls all I ask,^ and 'tis within your power ; 
Deny not this request in my last hour» 
Hien, kneeling down, to heaven's aU^ndiaf Bke^ 
Protesting her own innocence entire. 
And uttering in His ear a just complaint^ 
To witness, calling every guardian saint. 
She prayed aloud, beseeching, on her part, 
That God would soften her assassin's heart 
Him, too, the bloody messenger of strife, 
She much besought to spare her injured life. 
Her prayers and tears some good impressions 
On savage as he was, and thus he said, 
Relenting : — if she &r in woods would go, 
And never more society would know. 
So all might deem she earth no longer shared, 
On such conditions should her life be spared. 
He, from her beauteous tresses, all unbound, 
Would shear a lock, and carry to the ground. 
Camp of Omaint-si-ar-nah, and him tell 
He had fiilfilled what was commanded well, 
Concerning her : then peaceably withdrew. 
Left her a wandering journey to pursue, 
And bore away triumphantly to tell 
His duty done, how Nit-o-me-ma fell. 
Meanwhile, within her folding arms her diild. 
She wandered comfortless through wood and wild^ 
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Till Phoebus from the heavens Ttithdrew his light. 

And spread o'er earth the shady veU of night. 

To be involred in daricnesB earth began^ 

But Datever iindious of the wants of many 

With softer lights had well supplied the plac6| ^ 

The burning radiance of bright Phoebus' 6e«. 



xvid. 

Under the q>en canopy of heaven* 

Did she repose that memorable night, 

Supperless. There heard among the crash of twigs 

And rustling leaves, the trampling of^wild beasts ; 

The howl of wolves, that through the forest dark 

Prowled for their prey with fierce, devouring jawB* 

The mournful noise of screech-owl, solemn bird ; 

The wild-cat's fiercer growl, the whip-poor-will— 

The lowing of the bufi&lo for her young ; 

llie panther's scream from forest depths uj^ung , 

The echoing voice of savage beasts of prey. 

And bariL of fox, more dunning than the rest. 

But none were there permitted to approach, 

Or touch one hair so sacred of her head. 

The stars shone bright ; but few or none could pierce 

The matted branches, and the trees' tall tops. 

That stood so thick around. Thick darkness there 

Sat brooding o'er. No moon, with cheerBd beam% 

Rode high in heaven with soft refulgent light. 

To pierce the thicket through that gloomy nighty 

And kiss the cheek of innocence and beauty. 
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SIX. 



A night of awful terror and suspense 

To Gentle Dove. Her hours were wakeful alL 

T' afibid the least forgetfulness d sorrow, 

Balmy refreshment yielding, dewy sleep 

On her affirighted eye-lids, there sat not, 

Oblivion's charm a moment to indulge. 

Of all mankind forsaken — ^not a friend, 

Save the Almighty, now the only refuge 

Of her dear, hapless ofispring, and hersel£ 

Unto the Throne of Grace ascended prayers 

Constant and fervent, for an aid divine ; 

Until Aurora, liarbinger of day, 

Bright in the east appeared ; when, recommending 

To care Omnipotence herself anew. 

She rose, (so did the sun,) and travelled on 

Her way into the forest dense and deep. 

tx. 

The gentle spring had come, and clothed the earth 

With a green robe, both beautiful and &ir. 

The morning ushered in a pleasant day 

Of sunshine, in the merry month of May. 

The trees had budded, some their tender leaves 

Already had put forth, not yet full grown ; 

To wit : the maple, and the aspen tall. 

On these were oflen seen the raven perched. 

With shining plumes, the partridge, speckled he* 

Woodpecker busy, turkey wild, and large. 
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Deer, in herds, feeding on the new.grown grais — 
Others in open glades were Ijing down, 
And basking in the sun. Ail which, awaj 
Did nimbly scamper, at her near approach. 
Here various flowers, and all of diflering hues. 
The loTeliest children of their mother earth. 
Had sprung up wild, in rich profusion round. 
Embalming oil the air with their sweet fragrance ; 
Tile pathless forest beautifying much, 
And underneath her feet a carpet spreading, 
Widi texture woven by Nature's artless hand. 

XXI. 

Such scenes at other times her soul had charmed, 

Their customary pleasure feiled t' affi>rd. 

And to her troubled mind could give no rest, 

Or satisfy keen hunger's stem demands. 

Which she now felt. Moreover, seemed she now 

Threatened destruction from another quarter. 

To blow tremendously the wind began. 

Toward eve increasing to a hurricane. 

Old ferest-trees, of size and bulk extreme, 

With giant trunks, for centuries there had stood, 

Moved by Almighty power, with roots uptom, 

For the last time contending with the gale, 

Descended to the earth on every side — * 

XXII. 

Fell with a mighty crashing sound. 
That deeply shook the solid ground. 
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Ske trayelled on, depressed in mind, 
Nor scarcely dared to look behind, 
For fear the fall di some large tree 
Some beast in his approach might be. 

Sometimes walking, often sighing, 
Sometimes running, sometimes crying. 

The trees bowed reverently down, 
Of some Uie gale bereft a crown ; 
Others waved violently their crests, 
The birds were driven from their nests. 
She weary leaned against a tree, 
A hissing serpent thence did flee. 
The whistling gale still swept along. 
Nought but its voke supplied the song- 
Here all was dismal, dark and dreary. 
No cordials for the &int and weary ; 
Nor could she here repress the dread 
Of vapory phantoms of the dead, 
As by old legends had been taught. 
With credit and with horror frau^t. 

XXZII. 

Now, ere black night had spread her saUe curtain, 
•With darkness deep that wood to cover o'er, 
Dear Gentle Dove had travelled many miles 
Far in the forest deep, where she now found 
A tree of bulging mood, and hollow trunk, 
A room in size, quite spacious at the foot, 
Low down ; appearing to have been the den 
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Of bear or wolf^ or large camivoroua beast, 
That once existed here, but now extinct ; 
For, found about the cave were many bones. 
Without, within, and scattered far around— 
Its entrance was in size a smaU-marked door, 
Into this care she entered, tooi( possession, 
As of a place of reiiige from wild beasts, 
And shelter from invading storms that come. 
Here she for several days and nights remaiBed, 
Fasting the while, and spent the time in prayer ; 
Hence, supernatural is her preservati<»i. 
Look not on her fbrsaken as of God I 
As one whose prayers reach not the Holy Virgin, 
And not by her presented to her Son ! 
But ponder in thy mind, behold in fiiith ! 
The miracles for her deliverance wrought I 

XXIT. 

For lo ! as kneeling there profound, 
Ei^aged in prayer, tibe heaid the sound 
Of something wonderful without. 
Which prompted her to look about. 
Unearthly rapping at the door. 
Such as she never heard before ; 
And, too, a sweet melodious voice, 
As though an angel, to rejoice 
Her soul, had come with heavenly sound, 
To visit that enchanted ground. 
Divine musician ! work of art 
Could never thus have moved her heart, 
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And winged her passions ! Up she rosOf 

And quickly to the opening goes ; 

Renoundng straight her dread surprise, 

To heaTen she raised her tearful eyes. 

And the first happy look she gave, 

She saw on high,'aboTe the cave, 

All bright, and luminous and fiiir. 

The promised star ^spended there, ^ 

A voice of heavenly sweetness low, 

Unlike to mortal tongues below, 

Said — ^Daughter, of good courage be. 

For Jesus Christ sustaineth thee ! 

To be thy guide has sent this star, 

Bids fi>llow where it leadeth far ; 

Com, milk and hcmey thou shalt find, 

And what will ease a troubled mind. 

Obeyed the heavenly voice, went forth. 

With her sweet babe, and journeyed north. 

The star she had not followed long, 

Ere it did linger down among 

The tops of trees, until it stood. 

Above an oak of bulging mood ; 

Whose top was low, whose trunk was wide. 

And had an opening in its side. 

Which yawned low down, and near the gromidr' 

This tree she full of honey found. 

'Twas now her tears of joy found vent; 

A hear^ Te Deum up sent. 

She knew the honey to her given. 

The promised sustenance from heaven ; 

The wants of hunger to supply. 

An earnest that she should not die. # 
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She broke and ate the precious storey 
Till she and babe could eat no more ; 
Then took what she could carry homey 
Large pieces of the honej-comb ; 
The widow's cruse was never dried, 
Her scanty morsel multiplied ; 
And fibr the prophet of the Lord, 
*Midst fiunine spread a bounteous board. 

XXV. 

El^ah was by ravens fed, 
And she a life as pious led ; 
For he had passions, various w 
Like ours ; we leave to holy wrii. 
What marvel, then, if she shouM be, 
In such a like extremity, 
Fed thus, or otherwise preserved. 
By sovereign mercy, whom she served ? 
She turned her eye — ^her guide was gone ; 
But, looking forward, o'er a lawn. 
Again she saw it settling there, 
Yet still suspended high in air. 
Above a spacious opening glade, 
Which herding buffalo had made. 
In ancient day, their stamping-ground. 
Though now the place did not resound 
With their loud low, grown scarce and gone. 
Here, grazing on this beauteous lawn. 
Amidst this fidr deserted ground, 
A female bufialo she found. 
• 9 
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Attended by its young it fed ; 
As she approached, it raised its head, 
And cast on her complacent eyes ; 
Not with that feeling of surprise 
Such creatures fain are wont to show, 
When first the human form they know ; 
Fast scampering off like fleetest hind, 
That almost leaves the wind behind ; 
But, inly feeling there no harm, 
Was held by some celestial charm — 
Made conscious of its course by heaven. 
At once submitted to be driven 
Quite home, and udders drained, became 
Domesticated, kind sChd tamo, 

- XXVI. 

Next day, unto the opening glade 
Another visit longer made, 
And walking through, in all her range, 
Beheld what was surprising strange — 
The promised com all springing there. 
Already standing high and fair ; 
And all about th' adjoining ground. 
Crab-apples, fruits and berries found ; 
And curling vines ascending high. 
The lofty trees the forest nigh — 
Grape clusters hanging high and low, 
And plums ; all these in embryo, 
She gathered in their season, dried. 
For timely using laid aside. 
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The com she ate when jet 'twM green, 
And when its hanging ears were seen, 
All ripe and gdd-like, yellowed o'er, 
She gathered, and laid up in store. 
Nor did she fitrther distant roam. 
But fiUed her hand with honej-comb, 
Unto her cavern straight returned; 
Her heart with grateful passion burned, 
And regular as the sun of room. 
Oft as its beams the eve adorn, 
The praise of Grod inspired her tongue, 
And, as she gloried, thus she sung : — 

SONG. 

Raise thee, my soul, with all thy powers, 

^ To Grod a grateful song ! 
Thine incense sweet ascend these bowers, 
To whom thy powers belong. 

For he hath brought salvation down, 

To bless thy darkest day. 
When cruel death, with sullen frown. 

Had marked me for his prey. 

When friends forsook me, then I said 
The Lord will hear my voice ; 

I sought him, when my comforts fled. 
He bade my soul rejoice. 

He feeds ike hungry, starving souls, 
Their bread and water's sure, 
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His bounty com and wine 8uppUefl» 
And honey will proctnre. 

Since, from the grave my soul did raise, 
My foes did much condemn. 

For evermore will laud his praise. 
The Star of Bethlehem. 



XXVII. 

Atid need we name the horrors of her mind I 
pagination lent its aid to fear; 
For frequent were the dismal storms shot down 
Qver that lone and solitary pkce, 
More awful rendered, 'cause she was alone. 
And brooding darkness ofl sat o'er the place ; 
Oft blackening clouds hung over it, and frownec 
The fountiuns opened, rain and hail descended f 
The firmament of heaven loud thunders shook ; 
Along the sky the forked lightning.flashed, 
And set the element below on fire ; 
Rending, in shattered pieces, largest oaks. 
Scattering the woody fragments far and wide ; 
Causing the cave, wherein she dwelt, to trehible 
Beasts of the forest, too, lurked round the place ; 
The wood resounded with their frequent howls. 
And oflen, too, a savage bear there came ; 
Raising himself, as he approached the cave, 
He looked within, as though inclined to enter. 
With looks of horror and despair, the mother 
Clasped her chik} mere clos^y to her side ^ 
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Tba in&Bt babe, in iiinooence, loolcad in 

Her &ce and smiled. She kneit in prajrir to Him 

Who in that hour of need alone could save. 

When in the attitude of fervent prayer. 

Her risitant unwelcome, silent stood, 

As though quite conscious of her sore distress-*- 

By pity moved, approached not ; but would stand 

With listening ears, attentive to her words. 

Struck with a ceremony so sublime. 

So solemn and impressive as It was — 

Awed into reverence by such piety 

And fervent supplication, he did seem 

The house of prayer unwilling to disturb, 

And sacred worship of the living God — 

Left them in silence, and returned no more. 

xxvni. 

She now conceived could she but kindle fire 
At the cave's mouth, it would not only be 
Protection 'gainst the cold inclement weather, 
But prove a means to keep wild beasts away« 
But yet this boon firom heaven she'd not received ; 
And how she should obtain it did not know. 
For steel, or match, or tinder, she had none ; 
Became alarmed, began to entertain 
Doubts, and much serious fear, that heaven, alUioagh 
In mercy com and honey, milk, had given. 
In bounteous stores, yet was she, even now, 
In wretched state, forlorn, and danger great. 
Of perishing by cold, or by wiki beaits, 
9* 
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While she, perplexed, still pondered oa these things, 

BewiUered much, not knowing what to do, 

And seeking oft in prayer, finr aid divine, 

Behold ! a violent thunder-storm arose. 

*Twas daiiuiess all, save when the lightning's glare 

Showed, by her posture, Uiat she was in prayer. 

xxn. 

A sudden flash caused the whole heavens to glow. 

And set on fire the elements below ; 

Followed by peal of thunder so tremendous — 

So sudden, and so awful, it did make 

The earth's fi>undation to its centre shake, 

And smote a tree hard by her dwelling-place, 

Kindling a fire which did consume it there. 

She, looking up, beheld the tree on fire. 

And raised her eye to heaven's all-ruling Sire ; 

And in the sky above beheld the sign. 

The sacred impress of the hand divine : 

The promised light suspended there. 
All luminous, and bright, and &ir ; 
And that it did in crosses lighten, 
*Twas then her hopes began to brighten. 

By this she knew the fire was sent for her. 

In answer to her prayers for aid divine. 

In grateful adoration she exclaimed, 

O holy star ! my comforter and guide 

In every season of adversity ! 

Thy approach in awful grandeur I do hail I 

Not as portentous comet, threatening war, 
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And pending rain, but with joy immense ; 
For nought but good to me thy presence brings t 
She went imto the tree, and to<« thereof, 
And kindled there a fire, which went not out ; 
And after this, she suffered not with fear. 
Nor was she more disturbed by beasts of prey. 



XXX. 

Of all utensils household, destitute. 

Each useful article of furniture, 

In making such as stood she most in need 

Most absolute, she found an ample scope 

For exercise of her inventive powers. 

Among the various articles she made, 

Was mortar, fine for pounding out her com ; 

Which cost great labor, deal of time and patience. 

This firom a tree which lay beside the cavo, 

A circumstance, for her quite providential. 

Did she bum out, and made it fit fer use. 

Some of her com she parched, and ate with milk^ 

Some pounded fine, and made it into cakes ; 

Which she first baked before the fire on bark 

Was smooth, and answered well, until her genius 

Found something better out, and ate with honey. 

Com, altogeUier, sometimes would omit. 

Alone of milk and honey make a meal ; 

And we must tell you, also, how she came 

To be possessed of crockery, hoUow-ware ; 

For this of course you know she must have needed. 

T^ese from a kind of stiff blue clay she made, 
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Found in a hiU-sidey where the waster ooied $ 

Whote freen-tuffed crest with shrubbery rich w^^vowpiedy 

Wliile on its side-long cli^ were bariren ground. 

A level pl»in ftppoared about its base, 

Sol burnished with his earliest beam the pliaoe* 

XXXI. 

These with her hands to well-shaped dishes moulded^ 

And dried them in^ the shade quite thoroughly, 

And baked them in a furnace of her own ; 

And diej did answer her a purpose good. 

The female buffalo grew quite soon so tame, 

It would approach her of its own accord, 

And lick her hand. So much attached it grew 

Unto its mistress, for her gifls humane. 

That out of sight of her Hwould scarcely go ; 

Fed constant near the cave, no farther going 

Than to the lawn, or ancient stamping-ground. 

During her stay here, it increased a herd. 

Her little boy, whose name was Namah, grew, 

Could drive and fetch them for his parent kind. 

He was a generous, noble-hearted boy, 

His mother's only hope, her pride and joy — 

Bright and intelligent, and as he did 

Partake much of her pious disposition, 

And sweetness, was a source of comfort to her. 

XXXII. 

Hvring resided hei>e a length of time. 
To coTjit meat be^piii. The us^ of which 
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She'd ever been accustomed, chikUiood yp^ ^ 

As the chief staple food, and staff of Ijfe. 

Already gone long time without, became 

A sovereign want, and longing to indulge. 

Putting invention to the rack, to find 

Some certain method to obtain this boon. 

The best and onlj method she devised, 

Was to ensnare. To this end built a. hedge, ' 

Or fence of sticks and brush, and down-^llea wood, 

To stop small animals in their daily walka^ 

No mfUter for the want of sjrmmetry. 

At intervals, an opening small she left. 

Or gateway in the hedge, and set a snare. 

Made &om the bushy tail pf buffalo. 

In this hedge, furlongs four or more in length. 

Which more than fifty snare-giites in it hadr— 

Much time in its construction occupying. 

During the first and second years, were caught 

Wild turkeys, pigeons, prairie-hens, and quail% 

Rabbits, dry meat, and partridges profiise— 

Of squirrels nimble, oft ate off the noose ; 

Yielding a bountiful supply some time. 

But after second year, and numbers caught. 

Those of that species, as by instinct led. 

Or warned of danger, did avoid the hedge ^ 

The snare-gates 'specially, or flying o'er, 

Or going around them, fearing threatened death; .. 

So that this mode of gaining oft sopfdies. 

So full of promise first, failed in the end ; 

And most the snares in gates becommg broken, 

The hedge was left to &M into decay. 

As mortal man must fall another w«v: 
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Who have a«4ihort a time, a moment's space, 
And with the king of terrors find no grace. 

XXXIII. 

With a denre intense she fain would slaj, 

And dress and eat the calves of bu^o. 

The# from the herd a full supply would yield; 

But how, without a hatchet or a knife, 

Some instrument sharp-edged, could she do this 7 

About this time, four years in this dense forest. 

Without being seen by any human form, 

Except her little boy, a melancholy 

Event occurred. For, wandering out the way 

Farther than usual, in pursuit of fruit 

And berries, accidentally lost the path. 

Before aware, the sun, her only guide. 

By which to shape her course, his beams withdrew^ 

And lay concealed behind a bank of clouds. 

Fast as she could, she travelled all that day^ 

Walking, and running much with all her might. 

On towards her cave direct, as she supposed ; 

Spurred on by fear, that overshadowing night 

Would lower« ere she the destined port eouM reach— 

Her once again, in open wood compel. 

Weather inclement, fiirious beasts around. 

To danger of assaults herself expose. 

Howe'er, as He who rules above ordained. 

It happened, ere the king of day went down. 

She crossed her cabin, to hei: great relief 

And joy, but mudi fiitigued by this mbhap. 

Which wrought so heavily upon her mind, 
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And bodily strength so muck ^id oyereomey 
That she fell sick, with inward fever parched ; 
Nor went she out the cave for several weeks, 
By o'er exertion great, so much impaired. 

XXXIV, 

But yet, e'en this distressing circumstance^ 

Without its own advantages came not. 

For in her wayward journey through the wood, 

Beneath the earth and yellow leaves, she found 

Decayed, but remnant seen, an Indian's belt. 

In which did lay his knife and tomahawk, 

Rusty all o'er, been lost for many years. 

She saw, too, in this place, the Indian's bones. 

Slain in some former war, as she supposed, 

And by his red relations never found. 

But overlooked, unburied left to lie. 

The knife and hatchet were of service to her, 

Incalculable. Scouring off the rust. 

So many years on them accumulating. 

She sharpened them on stones, a tedious work. 

With these, enabled was to kill and dress 

Her buffalo calves, for food. And this she did. 



And what she did not need at first, 

To satisfy desire, 
Cut up in pieces thin, and dried, 

And smoked it o'er the fire — 
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Upon « scaffold, made of polet» 

As Indian customs serve, 
For she, or thej, ne'er used the salt, 

Their viands to preserve. 

The first she ate was sweeter far, 
Unto her taste, than honey ; 

O, such a treat, and such sweet meat, 
Were never bought with money ! 

Full seven long years she now had been, 
Here, in this lonely place. 

No human being had she seen 
Show there a smiling face. 

Corn annual yielded its increase. 

Her honey lasted still. 
And faithfully the Virgin did 

Her promises fulfil. 

And, regular as the sun of mom 

Shed his reviving rays, 
Upon that place, both mom and eve, 

To heaven she chanted praise. 

XXXVI. 

Omaint-si-ar-nah, credulous too much. 
Soon to return unto His native home. 
And that of his dear Gentle Dove, cared not. 
Full well he knew the sight thereof would call 
Up in his mind scenes that would trouble him ; 
So many things by them enjoyed in common. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iCMKEU XK THX WBtt. lOf 

'Twould tend his sorrows greatly to increMe* 
And melt and break a heart already brdten. 
E'en absent, these upon his recollections 
intruded o% and were appalling to him $ 
And, when he thought thereon, he wept fiiU sore, 
t^or he had loved her. She his idol was : 
Therefore, he stayed from thence for several years, 
And sought to drown his melancholy grief. 
In sweet forgetfolness of what had passed. 

At length returned unto the home, unhappy, 
Of Gentle Dove. Her mother now no more, 
Cabin removed, and foeling discontent, 
Walked solitary round about the wood. 
Through all the groves and places of resort, 
And rambling, where himself and Gentle Dove 
Had wandered oft, and promenaded once 
Together, sweet conversing on all things 
That gave each other mutual delight ; 
While each was by no other feelings moved, 
Than virtue doth elicit, and where they 
Had whiled the happy hours away of love ; 
Had sat on banks along the purling tide, 
Among the flowers so gay that grew beside, 
And ate wild fruits and berries they had found, 
While sportive joys their pure devotion crowned* 

xxxvxi. 

In anguish of his heart he loud exclaimed :*— 
O, that she had but innocent remained ! 
10 
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Vd given the world itself to had it so ! 

This is, to me, the filling up of wo ! 

Who would have thought that she could thus have changed 1 

Thus to her fitithful worshipper estranged ? 

O, what a fiill from heaven ! too great to name, 

To degradation, guilt, and open shame ! 

Impossible I O, this does seem unlike— 
And, as he spake, his tears flowed copious down 
His sorrowful, and pallid, care-worn cheeks. 
Thus he soliloquized : all I have seen. 
Daughters of men among, none ever seemed 
So lovely in mine eyes, or pleased so well. 
As thou, my charming Nit-o-me-ma, didst. 
Indeed, I do believe, might search through all- 
Through all the tribes, from Mississippi's head, 
To where in Mexic's gulf he makes his bed. 
Through lands, whose waters swell th' unbounded tea^ 
And never find thine equal, one like thee ! 

xxxvni. 

To hope it, or to try, would be in vain ! 
Thy beauty was exquisite, sweet thy voice, 
Thy form was elegant in high degree, 
In manners graceful, in deportment rare, 
Intelligent, Idnd-hearted, condescending. 
And disposition better, world defied ! 
Did all who knew, admire thee ? So did I, 
Poor, miserable, weak, heart-broken chief I 
Loved thee, in truth, above all other objects ! 
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For all in woman, noble and desired. 
Was found in thee, in absolute perfection. 
The new religion, taught thee by Marquett^i 
The hidden mysteries of that holy cross. 
In which thou didst believe and understand, 
Though I could not ; yet it did render thee 
Still more attractive-^^md in thy devotions, 
Thou didst resemble much an angel bright 
But how such goodness could degenerate, 
And fall, and turn to evil at the last, 
Is mystery I can never understand ; 
Which, sure, a revelation must require, 
From ghosts of souls departed, to unfold ! 



XXXIX. 

I've strove to drive thee from my thoughts. 

And wandered, lovely dame, 
To drown, in sweet forgetfulness, 

The memory of thy name* 

Tis vain ; the pangs of holy lore 

Can never be effaced. 
The lovely form seems lovely still, 

By whatsoe'er disgraced. 

With all thy feults adore thee still. 

And ever more shall lore ; 
This dooms me, while I live, a wretch, 

Shut out from thee, my Dove ! 
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XL. 

Their groref aad fi>nner haustt he much firequeiit% 

Where they, for pastimey oft in ezerciae 

Of hieroglyphic writing, had themselT^s, 

By carving on the trunks of standing trees, 

Amused. They had invented, of their own. 

Signs of ideas! to others quite unknown ; 

But which themselves did fully understand, 

Which on a beach's trunk did first engrave. 

Whose thick and spreading boughs them umbrage gave. 

From Phoebus' burning beam. These aflerwards, 

On various trees adjoining, they did carve ; 

Until, by practice in this pleasing art, 

Of pictural correspondence 'tween themselve 

Skilful became. Engraven here, he saw, 

In characters he fully understood, 

And in the well-kno^vn hand of Gentle Dove, 

What, by the era, he perceived was written^ 

Time after his departure to the war. 

To him inscribed. Inspection more minute 

Unfolded mysteries of a woful truth, 

How she had been maltreated, and abused, 

Slandered, betrayed to death by Que-la-wah 

Most in&mous. 'Twas read and understood. 

Conviction flashed upon him, overwhelming, 

Ai this amazing new discovery. 

He now believed and feh her innocent. 

Remorse and raging grief seized on his vitals ; 

His ha^i^ tmd garments rent, his breast he beal 

With violence^ and fell down as in a swoon — 
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Rolled on the ground, in his distress extreme. 

And agony of soul. This dreadful night, 

No balmy slumbers visited his couch ; 

No drowsy sleep sat on his wakeful eye-lidf| 

Distilling soporiferous dews, to drown 

His pungent sorrows in forgetfulness. 

One moment to afford oblivion sweet. 

He rose not up that night, nor left the place : 

But passed it there in sighs, and groans and tean. 

Sometimes in boisterous tones his feelings vent. 

In hideous bowlings would so loud lament, 

The whole great forest echoed to the sound, 

As though a lion sent his voice around. 

'Twad dark and dismal ; stars could not this night 
Pierce that dense atmosphere of clouds with light. 
No moon was there to chase away the gloom. 
Beasts of the forest leave their lairs to roam. 
And range abroad for prey, as nightly thieves ; 
Noise of their footsteps, rustling of the leaves, 
And crackling sound of twigs, is on the ear : 
Who tell, what dangerous beast might not appear ? 

XLII. 

The echoing soundof their wild voices hoarse, 
Distinctly heard, expressive of their feelings — 
Ideas to their own species would convey. 
Their kind revealed. For signs, and language, tpo^ 
10» 
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And eonsciouf gfiOt, at. this his &te so just, 
Choked with his sentence-— uttered not a wofd. 
Nor made resistance aught to palliate* 
'Si-ar-nah bent his bow, made sure his aim ; 
Now die, as you deserve, deceitful wretch 
. He said, and sent the arrow to his heart 
He felL 'Si-ar^nah running up to hiniy 
And drawing out his scimetar's broad blade^ 
Which he had used in war, his crown cut ofl( 
And placed his^ead on high beside the road» 
Beneath the branches of a mi4>le*tree. 

xuv. 

Then slept he quietly that night, 
Pleased with such sweet revenge in fight. 
Next eve, as on his couch he lay, 
And passed the wakeful hours away, 
In ruminating on the past. 
His thoughts upon the future cast ; 
He heard without an awful noise. 
As though on lofly wings did poise, 
And hovering o'er and round his head, 
The misty phantoms of the dead ; 
And spirits disembodied there, 
Unquiet, venting in the air 
Their plaintive melancholy wo, 
In shrieks that mortals would forego. 
Like distant thunder seemed a sound, 
That shook the tenement and ground ; 
And lo ! in came a phantomed host, 
And chief of these was Que-la's ghost- 
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All p&le and haggard, as when shin, 
All bathed in tears that fell as rain ; 
And by his bed-side came and stood 
Distressed, in melancholy mood, 
As though o'erwhelmed with conscious shamei 
For what he dreaded much to name. 
Twice he essayed to speak, and sighed. 
Twice on his tongue the accents died. 
For something there appeared widiin 
Too big for utterance— -a sin. 
'Si-ar-nah silence broke, and said. 
Speak, whether living form, or dead ! 
'Whoe'er you are, and without fear. 
Your business to my listening ear 
Disclose, whatever it may be, 
No terror shall it bring to me. 
For though you be the king of hell, 
Or in whatever regions dwell. 
That hither come in dread array, 
In mystery, solemn pomp display — 
I feur you not* But of your birth, 
I think I've seen your form on eartbf 
And deem, if I have eyes to know. 
And to distinguish ghosts below. 
Thou hast engaged in bloody strife. 
And art the murderer of my wife. 



xtv. 



Yes, I am Que-la-wah you slew, 

For what just cauae wi^l known to you, 
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Departed spirits privileged be, 
Who roam th' srial portals free, 
Th' af^rs of kindred minds to know, 
With whom they conversed long below. 
There needs no repetition here, 
Of what is past to mortals dear ; 
But touching Nit-o-me-ma's doom, 
To let you know, for this I come. 
You to inform, that lovely she, 
Whose heart I strove to win from thee, 
Is not as yet dismissed from time. 
To wildly rove aerial clime, 
In &iry regions of the dead ; 
But still on earth she llfls her head- 
Still in the body. Cherish this, 
An earnest of your future bliss. 
The fiend commissioned her to kill, 
With false reports your ear did fill, 
Has passed the bounds of mortal day. 
His crimes could brook no long delay ; 
A disembodied spirit he. 
Companion of my miseiy. 
Him first I saw, when there I came ; 
He knew me by my marks of shames- 
Saluted with inquiring breath, 
To know of my untimely death ; 
The cause, unseemly, premature, 
A flower which promised to endure. 
I straightly'told him all that passed, 
And how I fell, from first to last. 
AH which he seemed much pleased to hear ; 
From his pale visage dropped a tear 
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Of tuUen joy, to think that he 

Wat so well matched in misery ; 

And that no greater were his crimes, 

Than many others of his times. 

But where, said I, does 'Me-ma dwell? 

I see her not ; but thou full well 

Must know her habitation where. 

Whose sword dismissed her soul to air* 

Hb straight inibrmed, with accents mild, 

He ne'er had slain her or the child ; 

But said that she was living still, , 

And in the forest roamed at will, 

Until a certain cave she found. 

Enclosed by thickets all around ; 

In midway of the forest dread. 

Where she miraculously fed, 

Still lives and breathes the upper aur, 

A lonely solitude to share. 

No man has ever been that way. 

Or found her dwelling to this day— 

XLVI. 

Though has been there so many years. 
And shed so many bitter tears — 
Is something worn by time and care 
Yet she is ruddy, fresh and fair; 
True to her lawfiil consort, she 
Both was, and is, in constancy. 
Yea, just as loyal, fitithfiil, sure. 
Has ever been, and chaste and pure 
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Af ghost of Tostal virgin seems, 
When in the evening's dusky beams, s 
Hovering between the hills it glides 
In mist along the mountain's sides — 
That no contamination know, 
Unspotted as the virgin snow. 
There stiU exists this flower of earth; 
As yet, she knows no heavenly birth ; 
And there, by searching, you may find 
Her that will ease your troubled mind. 
Thb said, he farther added not, 
Nor spake of his immortal lot, 
Of aught particular, love or hate. 
Or prospects of his future state. 
But, shrouded in the sable night. 
He qyickly faded out of sight ; 
And glided upward, as woidd seem. 
Like phantom in the evening beam. 
Of him last heard, was a voice upsent. 
Of mingled terror, loud lament, 
Which, down from good 'Si-ar-nah's eyes, 
Drew tears of pity and su]*prise. 

XLVII. 

Then rose 'Si-ar-nah up straightway. 
Nor waited till the dawn of day ; 
But early, with no tardy bound. 
And roused up all the country round-'— 
With sound of trumpet, shall I tell? 
The hollow-sounding drum, or bell 1 
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Tbe bugle's note, or Frendnnaii's horn T 
Nay ! thete their armory don't adorn ^ 
But with the dattering sound of booesy 
Together beat, of thrilling tones— 
The whistle, war-whoop, grave intent, 
Halloo, and general shout upsent 
Gathering a numeroiis multitude. 
Searched the whole forest, each seclude ; 
At length discoyered he the cave, 
Which hopefiil expectation gave ; 
And coming to the opening &ir, 
Demanded loudly, who was there* 
Deep from within, a voice was bearl-* 
He called a second time, and third ; 
But she ddnyed to come in view. 
Though well his voice ^ind countenance k|Mw« 
• 
XLvin. 

She felt ashamed t^ appear, for she was coy ; 
Worn out her garments — to si^ly their place 
Eflfeetually, with scanty means could not* 
Save Indian stroud, or skirt, which she had made 
Of pliant skins (^quadrupeds ensnared-^ ^ 
Together sewed with thongs, and belted round ; 
A customary garment 'mong them worn : 
Save beads of wampum round her pracefiil nedc, 
And some slight covering o'er her bosom throwttf 
Save what her long and beauteous tresses covered, 
There was not aught her beauty to conceal 
Or nature'* lovely, simple garb unmake— 
U 
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Costume most ancient of the hand divine. 
But like our mother Eve, in Eden's bower 
Of bliss, when unadorned, was most adorned ; 
Since native beauty, form and comeliness, 
And grace, without the gaudy things of art, 
Were all her own. Then her beloved lord, 
The good 'Si-ar-nah, forward sprung, and ran 
Within the cave. Flinging his arms around 
The lovely form, he clasped her to his breast. 
And kissed her o'er, and o'er, and o'er again, 
With the sweet kiss of early love ecstatic. 
Shouting :— Joy to me now! joy ! joy ! henceforth ! 
Come to iny heart, my jewel ! to my heart I 
The tidings, so dishonorable to thee, 
Which proved thy bianishment, and ruined me, 
By fiends malicious whispered in my ear, 
Were false ! were false ! my Nit-o-me-ma still, 
Unspotted as an angel is of light, 
And chaste and pure as ghosts of vestal virgins. 
I have had sweet revenge for all thy wrongs f 
Thy murderers are no more ! they are cut ofi^ 
And perished from the earth, that trouble thee ! 
The cruel messenger, and Que-la-wah ; 
The last fell by an arrow from my bow.. 
'Midst all my labors and my wandering, 
No day has intervened that did not bring, 
My Nit*o*me-ma ! heavy thoughts of thee ; 
And thou hast suffered many deaths for me. 

XLIX. 

Come from this horrible, lonely-looking place ! ' 
Drop that poor pittance from thy rosy hand« 
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And live, henceforth, anew, as freedom prompts ! 
For thy Omaint*si-ar-nah loves thee still, 
Far better than himself, or his own life ; 
Which he, henceforth, devotes alone to thee ! 
Hitf own new bufialo robe unfi)lding, then. 
Which he had brought to serve a purpose kind, 
He put it on her, led her from the cave. 
But, O, the joy, the rapture of that meeting ! 
What pen^can write ? what binming words describe ? 
Like that of bands cherubic in mid-heaven. 
Convoking and conversing sweetly there. 



L. 



Ne'er did first parents see more happy hour. 
Beneath the tree of life, in Eden's bower ; 
Nor could Camilla, dressed in beauteous charm, 
Refiilgent, and arrayed in martial arms ; 
E'en when she triumphed in a glorious war. 
Armies discomfited, and drove befi>re« 
For something in that meeting there did seem. 
Of which the world has but a fiiinter gleam ; 
Of holy, pure, and heavenly nature quite ; * 
Something 'bove earth, a mutual delight. 
Which none can know, appreciate, or enjoy. 
Without the mixture of more base alloy, 
Save such, as draw their comforts from above, 
Have felt the all-absorbing pang of love ; 
Love irresistible, without a name, 
Holy and virtuous, an undying flame. 
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TUi fi>re8t.bred, untotored Km' of love, 
And his diviiie-protected Gentle Dove, 
(For nature, to ker own, b ever true, 
When we her calls obey, her steps pursue,} 
In happy love passed their remaining days* 
Beloved by all, their nation's pride and praise ; 
In death were not divided. Side by side, 
lliey sickened, suffered, comforted, and died ; 
Were both interred, together, in one grave, 
Lamented long ; i^nd from their son o' the cuve, 
. Namah, in whom did every virtue lileaAt 
In concord sweet, great Black Hawk did descend. 
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SCENES IN THE WE^t. 



CANTO III 



THB AROUMSNT* 



TIm Penniylmiiiaxi gihret an toeoirot of the numnen Md enttooM of tiM 
Indiaiu, and what iojnriea Aey haye fnffered of the whites ; togetfaw 
with a deiexiption of the causes whkh led Black Hawk to take 19 1 
acBiMt the United States. 



That your description quaint, admired must be» 
Of this illustrious chieftain's pedigree, 
Is in good keeping with his checkered 1%, 
Of combat on the glorious field of strife, 
Of cares and conflict, is, to me, quite clear ; 
And much has charmed me, said the pioneer* 
n^ what might be expected from a man 
Of such celebrity throughout his clan ; 
And gives good omen what I else shall hear 
Fall from your tongue, will please my earnest ear. 
To which, the Pennsylvanian thus replies :— 
I will endeaTor, much as in me Hes, 
To glTe you &rther knowledge of the race* 
XX* 
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Time immemorial ^habited this place. 
Long ere our fiUkers crossed the briny sea. 
To plant ^e standard of their liberty ; 
And why the clarion notes haTe sounded storm 
Of Indian frontier wars, will you inform — 
And tell the causes which conspired to raise 
The chiers ambition high in later days, 
Who, for his injured country, vainly strove. 
And fell like star from heaven ; the will of Jove. 
Yet, in his fall, predestined to be great, 
While age succeeding age, his deeds relate. 



11. 

The Indians are a wild, peculiar race ; 
Yet much in them that's good, that, should we follow. 
Would, to our own advantage, much redound : 
Since honest, native nobleness of soul, 
A conduct kind and generous signalize. 
Nor are they wayward, as so oft is said, 
Blind to each other's good, or ill, or love. 
Friendship with them's a sacred sentiment. 
For which, they'll suflfer, die in its defence ; 
Nor yet, so cruel, savage, desperate- 
While, in their social circles, common walks 
Of life, in peaceful villages at hpme. 
In native harmony of soul they dwell. 
But, when excited, roused to fell revenge. 
For injuries oft unto their people done, ^ 

'TIS only then they manifest that ire, 
And acts of cruelty so reprehended. 
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Be honest with the Indiant honest, too, 

He'll be, and fiuthful, even to a fault. 

This, by the man of peace was proved, good Penn, 

And sealed, l^ peace, for tbree'-score years and ten. 

Provoke him, and no labor is too great 

To seek a foe. He'll cross the Rocky Mountain, 

And suffer death, a just revenge to gain ; 

To this impelled, by what he duty deems. 

Of his religious creed deign you to ask ? 

And what of his mythdogy extreme ? 

He has of Gods, the only one supreoie. 

The world Creator, Ruler, Spudt great, 

Or Manitou, the master-spring of life ; 

One great inferior d^ity, the de'il, 

Or evil spirit^ enemy of all good. 

And source of all the evils him beset. 

Plunged deep in pagan darkness, doubtful all, 

In which Great Spirit's hands himself shall fiill, 

Whether the good or bad, he worships both. 

And offers sacrifice and supplication — 

The evil one, his anger to appease. 

His mercy show, and unto wrath set bounds ; 

The good, al) needful grace to supplicate. 

And thanks return for his success in war, 

In hunting, bounteous com, and life preserved. 

Other inferior deities beside, 

Guitidians o'er persons, places, things preside. 

As he believes, and pays them reverence meet 

in. 

The soul immortal deems he ; afler death. 
Receives reward or retribution due» 
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What this re#wrd or reCriboHdn is. 

What eourae of conduct will the man condomiH 

Or what to &yor there ehtlUe him, 

DUbr thejT ranch, and undefined remains 

A vague uncertainty. Yet his op!ni<m, 

The generous ho^t, the kind and noble ibd. 

Great hunter, he who slays a host bffi)^!^, 

And wears the largest feathers in his emWt^ 

As trophies of his Wariike deeds, will ht 

The man that's fitvored most of Deity. 

Far on the north, a country desolate. 

And cold, and icy---where no game abounds. 

Amid perpetual snows, and piercing windt— 

Where barely possible life to sustain. 

Some think the place of punishment to be; 

While others, south, suppose it is in fire. 

Inferior animals, too, partake his heaven ; 

His fiiithfiil dbg, his deer, and speckled fish. 

The soul deceased, a time on earth remains, 

The grave ofl piEissing in and out, to hear 

And soothe the sorrows of surviving friends. 

Invisible, and unperceived by any ; 

But soon must travel hence, a journey long. 

To a land of spirits in the &r southwest ; 

Requiring months, replete with danger, toil, 

Wild beasts ferocious, dogs encountering oft. 

Is forced deep streams to cross, with ne'er ^ baik. 

Provisions, too, are needed for the way ; 

Hence, hunting implements, flmt, steel, and pipe, 

Tobacco, whiskey, are placed in the grave. 

Beside the dead, his way to expedite. 

The Sacs suppose tfo^pMt, on iti wa;^ 
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O'er a wide prairte-Iaiid oUiged to fWM* 
Like a bkie doad the forest ■eeme b^end ; 
Between these rolls a river, rapid, deep ; 
Long pole across, e'en lilce a serpent's back. 
Kept in continuid motion by the tkie. 
To cross npon this pole the spirit must. 
If to a person good it has belonged, 
'Twill get o'er safe, and find iu kindred just. 

IV. 

Land dressed in living green, a pleasant wood ; 
Here dwell the spirits of the great and good, 
In everlasting happiness on high ; 
Pursue their own amusements constantly. 
Eternal spring strews every path with flowers, 
Of odors sweet, refreshed by gentle showers. 
Here, too, are happy bles, in beauty dressed. 
Where oft the sons of men lie down to rest 
In pleasant arbors, overhung with trees, 
Fanned by the zephyr's cool refreshing^breeze ; 
And purling streams and lakes where fish abound, 
With plenteous game through all the woodland grdund. 
The Indian's fiincied heaven, where longs to be : 
His hopes are full of immortality. 



But if the spirit to wicked man belongs, 
'Twill fidl off in the roaring stream, and be 
Swept down by rsipMi currents to the fattd 
Of evil spirits, ever to remua 
In poverQr, in 'wretchedness, aod^e. 
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Such spirits imdeiigo a changey some deem, 

And turn to tortoise* fiih, or toad, despised. 

'Mong the Dacotas, died a young papoose. 

Its parents mourned It as their only hope. 

The father laid the affliction to his heart. 

With arrows, sharpened wounded ofl himself-^ 

Sickened, and lingered, till with grief he died. 

But what was roost remaikable, the bride. 

Whose grief was inconsolable before, 

So<»i as she saw her husband was no more, 

Dried up her tears, a cheerful air put on. 

Of resignation to the high bereave, 

Which took from tier an only son and spouse. 

This did I see, the reason did inquire. 

She told me that the child had died too young, 

In land of spirits to sustain itself; 

That she and consort had been apprehensive, 

That lone, unhappy, it would suffer there ; 

But soon as she did see its father go 

Unto that land fVom mortal climes afar — 

Who loved il with the tenderest afiection, 

Good hunter, too, would well for it provide, 

She ceased to moum-^as further cause for tears 

Existed not ; since what she doated on 

Was hap[^, underneath the care of one 

That loved it well ; and now her only prayer. 

That soon she might be called to join them there. 

VI. 

The Indians. here, have many recreations, 

As sports and pastimes, feasts, and dancing oft ; 

With music oCthe flute, drum, tamborine ; 
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But singingt chiefly ; dancing, for amuseaient ; 

Sometimes as preparation for a war— i 

For hunting, news of peace, or heroes' praise; 

Strangers to entertain, or please a guest. 

The Deity religious homage pay ; 

A solemn ceremony— ^not unlike 

The praise of David, when before the Ark 

Of God he danced, and pleased his Maker well ; 

Or Israel held with timbrel's, organ's sound. 

When Deborah triumphed in a glorious war, 

And all the host the day did celebrate ; 

Of songs and dances solemn worship made. 

Indians with feasts accompany all these, 

Singing replies to song, with these, with them. 

PIONBER. 

Now, since you mention solenm rites resembling 
The ancient Israelites, this me reminds, 
What I have oflen heard of this red race 
From them descending ; one lost tribe of Israel, 
Here wandering to a country so remote, 
In ancient times unknown. If this be true. 
That they were lost for aye, no wonder, then. 
But 'tis, I trow, a thing of mere conjecture. 

PEIWSYLVANIAN. 

Aye, ^0 it is ; but yet some reasons for it, 
Quite plausible, and weighty, may be urged. 
A theme of speculation has been made ; 
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Some learned aotbors prjiog into it, 

The very &ct to prove, have underta-en ; 

And, from the labors and research of travellers, 

Collected all the evidence m their reach« 

The customs, manners, laws, of either nation. 

Comparing, diHgentlj, each with each ; 

And, finding a resemblance notable. 

Conclude, originally they were one 

FecuHar nation ; this lost tribe a branch 

Broken off— Hjutcasts (rem Israel, as the Jew, 

As He whose laws they broke did threaten them. 

But they, all Israel, must be gathered in. 

When the appointed time of fulness comes, 

And Jew and Gentile saved by sovereign grace. 

So saint and prophet have of old believed, 

And 80 the sacred scriptures well accord. 

These, too, have prophets, priests, and clueft of tribes. 

Their solemn days, their patriarchal heads. 

Traditions many of their ancient rites. 

And more than I here now have time to telL 

vu. 

The subject of the dances I resume ; 
For who the joys of dancing would presume 
To pass unnoticed by, if not partake t 
Of Uiese, the war-dimce most imp<»rtant is. 
Account of one that I attended once, 
To you wiU give. The village I was in 
Were all assembled, wher<9 a feast was made, 
And Indian warriors, painted as fo battle. 
Approached the jpost fai midcBe of Uiat rini^ 
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Or circle large, where thej die dance begin, 

Bj tamborine and song preceded first* 

Warriors with energy themselves exert, 

While with the music every motion vies ; 

Their weapons with such fiiry brandishing, 

That fiital accidents seem on the point. 

But soon a warrior leaves the circle, formed 

By crowds of warriors, and spectators round ; 

With tomahawk he smites the centre post. 

The music ceases, and the beat of drum ; 

The story of his wars he now recounts — 

His martial deeds, with loud commanding voice ; 

Describes his battles fought, what prisoners made. 

His scalps and trophies shows — points to his wounds. 

The acting o'er of all his brave exploits 

Attends his narrative — the mimic fight, 

Th' advance, retreat, the swift pursuit of foes ; 

The blow, the ^, the doffing of the crown ; 

In all he says, and does, declaring truth* 

Shouts of applause accompany narrative, 

Proportioned to the interest it excites. 

The orator retu^s, the dance goes on. 

Till interrupted by another warrior. 

At length a war-worn veteran struck tiie post ; 

Silence again prevailed throughout die host 



vni. 

With acdve limbs he leaped about, and MneA 
To highest pitch Us voice, while he portn^ed 
Some of those sanguine scenes in wUcJi lieM addd. 
18 
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HeM stnick the bodies dead of many men-* 

All the red nations round him ; Omawhaws, 

Osages, Pawnees, Konzas, Grand Pawnees, 

Padoucas, Sacs, letons, and lowas ; 

Foxes, Dacotas, Bald-Heads, and La ^lain ; 

Eight of one nation, seven of another, 

He'd struck. With his account he was proceeding, 

When one ran up to him, and put his hand 

Upon his mouth, and led him to his seat 

Not that he'd spoken aught save truth alone ; 

For what one aaith in presence of the warriors. 

Each for his own good name as promptly jealous, 

The strictest scrutiny must undergo ; 

And wanting truth subjects him to disgrace, 

And infamy retorted on his brew. 

Nor yet because they deemed he'd grown too vain ; 

But meant the highest honor to the brave. 

It signified achievements glorious — ^he 

So many could relate, requiring time. 

The rest their deeds to teU would find no room. 

Moreover, the contrast of their deeds with Us, 

Would put the younger warriors much to shame. 

Now, everything made ready, war-songs sung, 

The dance performed, a general feast succeeds. 

They rush to war — ^taught from their in&ncy 

To glory in, as man's chief duty here. 

In just defence to arm themselves compelled, 

From hunting-grounds repel intruding fyea ; 

Revenge the death of those innoxious slain ; 

Having just cause, for injuries unredressed. 

To seek a recompense by fi)rce from men, 
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Who always have been fotuid unjust in power. 
And use their strength to crush the feeble down ; 
Award the guilty^ succor the distressed. 
Their countrymen from wiciced hands to wrest, 
The highest glory of the Indian race. 
And well secures in heaven a resting-place* 

IX. 

noiiKKs* 

Let me, my friend, but interrupt you here, 
And speak as firiend to friend, without a fear ; 
About this wondrous people more inquire, 
A people that you seem much to admire ; 
What injuries have been done them by the whites, 
And what to much dissension so invites ? 
For, you did hint to me of border wars, 
And of their causes promised some account. 

IPENNSYLVANIAN. 

Indeed, I did, and have it still in mind ; 
But, deeming you to knowledge more inclined 
Of general nature, and a wider range, 
I took a course which seemeth to you strange ; 
Believing it was one that you would covet-^ 
But, as you seem impatient much to wait. 
Till what I had designed could bring about. 
To give the Indian character at length. 
In all their various manners, customs, laws. 
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Your fimd desire Fll stHre to gratiQr, 
Ab 'tis ftt jour request what I relate ; 
And wave a course designing to pursudf 
Another take Agreeable to you. 



To tell' the injuries to this people done^ 
Would time require, and other tongues than one. 
When first the white man landed on this soil, 
The Indian treated him with great respect f 
He, to his pleasant country, welcomed him. 
Gave him a resting-place, and food to eat. 
Until he fi>und that he was his oppressor, 
And enemy to rob of his rights, 
yiiginia's lord received him in great pomp, 
Demanding what upon his shores he wanted ; 
Made presents ; ^earning that he wanted land. 
Said he could have as much as he required. 

But, when no bounds could satisfy desire. 
He found the white man mocking at his host, 
'Twas what he could not brook, or well admire, 
To yield his land a military post. 
To avaricious men intruding there. 

XI. 

They were th' aggressors, have it as they will, ^ 
The worst that^s on their side they do keep back. 
They gave insult the first, and second, too. 
Fired the firbt gtm ; deny it, but 'tis so. 
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Whst k difgraceiul to tbemselves leaft oQti 

Unpopular to intert on hittoiy's pago ; 

Hush tites^ and things extenuating quarii. 

That show the Indian was aggrieved, how tnuch, 

And else, would prove the right upon his side. 

Have they not offered hundred pounds per scalp t 

And sold them prisoners into slavery ? 

Sent to West India Isles to toil out life, 

In lands remote from kindred, country, friends t 

This, some will own in secret, some 'deny ; 

But all agree to keep it from the mass* 

Do not they make with them most solemn covenants t 

Construe them as they please, and break at will ? 

And punish them if diey but do the same ? 

A^it to lands they occupy their claims, 

And take it from them, when and where they plea^ 

At Uieir own price t Compel them to retire, 

To lands more barren, and their living scarce 1 

Make war upon them for some trifling cause ? 

Put them to death of every age and sect. 

And then proclaim it to the world that they 

Are crue] savages, and ought to die ? 



xn* 

Congress, good laws for their relief has made, 
From time to time, but took no further care. 
These laws and treaties have been violated, 
By our own people, with fanpunity. 
From first to last i those specially intiendM 
12* 
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To keep our peo|^ from intrudini; on 

Their hunting-grounds, or settling in their oountry, 

And making wholesale killing of their game. 

Th' encroachments of the outlaw frontier men. 

Land speculators, traders, dealers in 

Spirituous liquors, bj them called fire-water, 

Have much degraded them, and nearly ruined. ' 

'Tis to this class of persons that we owe 

Indian barbarities, and border wars. 

Rapacious for their peltries and their lands. 

The laws of government do trample on. 

A list of these ne&rious acts should we 

But jgive, 'twould be a scandal on our nation ; 

Humanity would shudder at the tale. 

We sometimes see the trader take, by force, 

The products of a whole year's hunt, for aught, 

Or, pilfering part, while buying cheap the rest ; 

Ofl wresting from them, wli^n they've made them drunken. 

Furs, of great value, for a thing of nought. 



XIII. 

Here, all the good that missionaries do, 

And all their useful labors tb instruct. 

Are overbalanced by the weighty fraud 

Of swindling miscreants. Vain is it to hope 

A reformation in this state of things. 

Till the strong arm of government keeps out. 

From th' Indian country, all her lawless rakes ; 

While these have range, there never wiU be peace. 

To nurse a border war, is their delight, 
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And j^ousy among the tribes stir up. 

Because it always ends in driving baek 

The Indians firom the lands di' intruders want ; 

Because it yields to blustering men in arms. 

To gain a i^une for courage bold, some chance ; 

An Indian foe to slay, the honor bright. 

Hence, do the frontier men the war provoke. 

By flagrant acts, and injuries ofl repeated ; 

With grievous words and blows, red mbn assault, 

Their wives and harmless children treat as dogs ; 

Till indignation, to the uttermost, 

Is roused, and calls aloud for vengeance meet ; 

But, when the red man vindicates his right, 

By an appeal to arms, and slays his foe, 

Of gaining his redress, the only way. 

He's called a savage, who in blood delights. 

Extenuation none the case admits, 

A cruel nation, powerful in their arms, 

A nation rises to exterminate him. 

If this be right, then worthy be the wrong, 

Since worst of evils to this class belong ; 

Call evil good, all government confusion. 

And say that anarchy is blest delusion. 

XIV. 
PIONBBK. 

With tbe betrayed, the vnronged, the hunted, fleeing, 
Fast sinking race of aboriginal men. 
We sympathise. O, must we hence reflect. 
That they, the lortfly monarchs of their race. 
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Who fint roamed over dii» most glortom bmdi 
Have so been itijured by us, we tbeir gnecfte f 
Who, Ifte the waning moon, or corling sm<^ 
Of their own council-fires, are vatiishing ; 
Will veiy soon no more remembered be. 
Save in tradition, history, or song; 
But what occurs to me, you I will ask, 
The story of the seven vnves of Black Hawk. 

FENNSYLVAmAN* 

The Btosy^a fiilse, like more concerning him. ' 
Tis true, that Keokuck had many wives ; 
But Black Hawk ne'er had consort, saving one, 
Whom he devoutly loved. He used to say, 
Tlie only wife he had, or ever would ; 
To her he was attached so ardently. 
A-shaw-e-qua, or Singing Bird, her name— - 
A princess of renown, htm long outlived ; 
And when her people were again removed 
Far west, on Kansas' river, there she went ; 
Having seen the sun diurnal in his course, 
In varied climes upon her nation shine. 
Complete aknost a hundred revolutions 
Annual, through all those days ; and lived to see 
Her children's children's ofispring numerous rise, 
And greet her with their young, admiring eyes ; 
Attained the gloiy of all human pride. 
And each reverse, experienced aU, she died* 

XV. 

His children ! never man more dc^itted i^, 
Or ever more sincerely felt their loss. 
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Hit son, juft grown to manhood, sidcenod, died ; 

A duteous child to him had always been. 

Died also, then, his dear and youngest daughter 4 

Child most affectionate and interesting ; 

Hard stroke to him, because his children lo^sod. 

In his distress, the village noise he left. 

And built upon a mound a lonely hxige ; 

Did fence it round, and planted com and h^anf , 

And with his family here retired did live ; 

Gave eveiything he had, fi>r grief, away, 

A custom that prevails when loss is great 

He blacked his face, and &8ted two full years. 

For his two children, drinking water, only. 

And eating lightly of parched com at sunsetr— 

Fulfilled his vow, and hoped great Manitou 

Would pity show to him, his offspring spare. 

As to his murdering women, helpless chiklren, 

It is a &brication to his hurt; 

Besides, that whites began the war on him. 

Shed the first blqod, abundant proofs not wanti^. 

Presumptuous, as though heaven had given the rigMy 

The justice of Uie Indian cause to wave. 

By summary means this people to destroy — 

Themselves to honor, in their zeal for war 

With savage men, turned savages themselves. 

But no such right was granted them from heaven. 

The terms of peace, to war, did not prefer. 

Nor show that lenity within their power. 

Such, as became a just and generous nation. 

Hence, has this chief accomplished his salvation ; 

A name to live while others are extinct, 

While rivers flow, or fun and moon endures. 
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XVI. 
PIONEER. 

In your position, as to what you say, 

My friend, about our people's first aggressions. 

In shedding Indian blood so ruthlessly. 

You are mistuken, after all, I deem ; 

For sure, the massacre on Indian Creek, 

Before what you do here relate, took place. 

PEimSYLVAiaAN. 

I own it did ; but Black Hawk^ nor his band. 
When the assault was made on Indian Creek, 
In all the mischief there, had any hand. 
By Pottawatomies, to wreak on men 
They hated, some revenge — ^a treacherous race ! 
Sought by intrigue, to cover their disgrace. 
And plunder on the credit of Black Hawk ; 
And by their cruel hands this deed was done. 
And not, as said, by Black Hawk, or his son. 

XVII. 

Now, I'll go on to answer your request. 

By giving you, a tale succinct, the rest, 

Of all the grievances and causes which impelled 

A chie^ by dint of rectitude upheld, 

To open war against such foes that lower, 

The greatness of the undertaking, power ; 

To be resisted, all his martial fire, 
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In all preceding wars, as each conspire 
To make him great, and to exalt his name 
Above his fellows, in the field of fame. 

xvni. 

When nineteenth century ushered in its mom 

Its march of time began, ere Pike ascended 

The Mississippi's stream or valley broad ; 

A Sac a wight had slain, and was confined 

In prison, at St. Louis, for the ofifence. 

The nation held a council in the village, 

To plan a way to purchase his redemption. 

Clothed with authority, five chiefs they sent, 

To see the Indian agent at St. Louis ; 

To have their friend released, do all they could. 

By paying for the person they had killed. 

This was the only means they knew, to save 

One who had killed another 'mong themselves. 

And thought among the whites it was the same. 

The chieftains started with a nation's hopes ; 

Relations of the prisoner blacked their faces, 

Fasted, and hoped Great Spirit would take pity 

On them ; restore a husband and a father. 

Long time Uiey stayed ; at length returned, encamped 

Far ofiT, as though ashamed of what they'd done. 

Dressed in fine coats appeared, and medals wore. 

All their laa4li cast of Mississippi lying. 

By the Wisconsin bounded on the north. 

And on the east Fox River, part of Rock, 

Ext^iding southerly to Des Moines' mouth, 
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A tract including many millions acres, 
The Coda had sold for thousand dollars a year. 
Price merely nominal, (dr so much land, 
Drunken all the time been gone. Their story was > 
They met their American &ther in St. Louis, 
Told him they came to buy their friend's release. 
He told them, in return, he wanted land, 
And they had there agreed to give him some ; 
That when the business was arranged, they thoi^g^ 
To see their friend free to return with them ; 
But, when they started, be was let from prison, 
A little way did run, and was shot down,; 
And this was all they knew of what was donet 
Their spirits had been steeped in fimies of rum* 

XIX. 

This treaty may be called bone of contentiiMi, 
As it*has been the cause of much dissension ; 
Black Hawk thereat was much dissatisfied ; 
To brook such things had too much natiye pride* 

PI0I7EBB. 

Now, since such base intemperance brings to mind 
A question I would ask, and hope to find 
Answered to Black Hawk's credit. Was he not 
Inten^peiate, also, as the conmion lot ? 
Happy, thrice happy should I be to find 
Exception, noble, of so great a mind. . 

PENNSYLVANIAN. 

And I as much to tell you, that you hMm it 
In him* Black Hawk. He was a prudent man 
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And, o'er his appetites, had just control : 
He was rum^s enemj, because he saw 
The ctU on his nation it had brought. 
Congress, in violation of their trea^. 
Permitted numerous traders to locate ; 
In rushed a band of lawless desperadoes 
Into his country, venders all of spirits ; 
For which, the Indians' wealth they did obtain* 
Their meat and peltries, much impoverished them ; 
Became the cause of much contention, strife. 
Promoted frauds, and crimes, endangering life. 
And brought the Indians to untimely graves* 
Tliis, Black Hawk saw, contended much against, 
It made them, towards the whites, to vengeance prone. 
He went all round to each such vender, told 
The fiUal consequences of their course, 
And met abuse, derision, and contempt. 
He feared aggressions on them would redound. 
Which, to prevent, on one occasion, meet. 
Head of a whiskey^barrel stove he in. 
Before the eyes of one who would persist. 
In violation of the laws, to vend. 
For this, and other acts of justice done, 
The governor did declare the State invaded ; 
For, so lie had been told, a dreadful tale, 
By frontier settlers, of the baser kind, 
Who unto all injustice could resort. 
Or any means to force or drive them thence ; 
By proclamation, called militia out. 
And marshalled hastily for the frontier war, 
The whiskey.v^nders to sustain, against 
13 
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The better claims of one mftgnanimous cUef ; 

Resulting in his final overthrow. 

And swift destruction of the greater part 



XX. 

That they no compensation adequate. 
For such a large and beauteous country, gave-— 
Five hundred miles in length, along the vale 
Of that m^estic river lying fair- 
By single case in point, is fully proved* 
In purchase made of Pottawatomies, 
Full sixteen thousand a year to them they gave, 
Annuity forever to be paid. 
For one small tract of land, Chicago near ; 
While, to the Sacs and Re^iolds, but one thousand 
A year, for tract foil twenty times as large ; 
Which proves, by their own ^stiipate, the worth 
Three hundred times above what they did give« 

XXI. 

Near by the place, and dwelling of the chie( 
^ The soul of all my song, now came there up 
A band of soldiers, landing on Rock Isle, 
In hostile mood. Fort Armstrong 'gan to build, 
In time of peace, preparing for a war. 
They knew their own encroachments would bring < 
They took possession of the pleasant isle, 
The garden horticultural of the tribe. 
Where dwelt a spirit white, in cave beneath 
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The rock whereon the Ibrt wat built, and whencei 

With all their noise, thej frightened him away — 

The oA resort, in early life's retreat, 

Of Black Hawk, and his people young, to fish, 

And gather berries wild, and native apples. 

Just on a point, where Mississippi meets. 

And mingles with the Rock its rapid wave, 

Stood the Sac viUage, at the rapkl's foot* 

In front, a prairie lined the river bank ; 

A bluff ascending from it in the rear. 

But not so steep as those we fiuicy oft ; 

Upon its side, the cultivated fields, 

With lands, not so improved, a distance round. 

Long used for pasturing steeds, with blue grass clothed* 

A hundred years here had the village stood. 

The undisputed mistress of the valley. 

The numerous islands round, dark forests clothe— 

Tlie rivers harmonize in their conjunction, 

Rock, with its rippling streams, appears to sight 

The fair, surrounding country's gentle slope. 

As gradually unto these rivers sinks, 

Delightfiil spot to render this conspire. 

xxn. 

And now, they Black Hawk told to leave his village, 

And cross the Mississippi to a site 

On the Iowa, build a distant city ; 

They wanted his, and he must buUd another, 

And yield, to stronger men, his rightfid claim ; 

As he who had, of flocks, a multitude. 
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Did take, for Ibod, the poor man's oolj kmb $ 
* Who, fbr the needy earth, feh no regard* 
He did remonstrate with all men of power — 
What lire man would not, haTing sense, so donet 
Thej told him he his heritage had sold ; 
He said ho had not sold it, or his Village ; 
Nor had Ida chieft agreed, in any treaty, 
To yield the same, esteeming it reserved } 
That he should never give it up in li&« 
Meantime, the leaders of th' ing^orioos strife 
Set fire to forty lodges — burning down 
No portion snudl of this his ancient town. 

xxni. 

During the time that Boreas' chiUiqg blast 
Swept o'er the strand, and icy winter reigned. 
And ere the gentle spring its power obtained. 
While Black Hawk, gone out on his winter's, hunt. 
Several white fiimilies had possessed his village- 
Broke up the lodges, and began to fence 
His corn-lots into well-assorted fields. 
Much to their fancy, fitting for the plough ; # 
About their subdivisions sharp contending* 
When this he heard, returning home, he found 
The tidings verified, in all he saw ; 
And, what humanity should blush to name. 
To his own cabin, tenants had laid claim. 

Went to Fort Armstrong and complained ; then c: 
The Mississippi, to converse with agents. 
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Habokieshtek, tke prophet, priest, and sage, 
A man whom Winnebagoes all revere ; 
His oouasels held in high repute by Sacs— 
And thus, with solemn weighty words, he spake : 
BkdL Hawk, do not thyself remove, or band ! 
But quietly reskle upon thy land ; 
Within thy village peacefully remaini 
And plant, and sow, and reap the fields of grain* 
Whites, though they threaten, will not trouble you ; 
Thy women till, thy men the chase pursue : 
They dare no^; for they must obey the laws, 
And cannot harm thee well without a cause* 



XXV. 

In his appeal to Indian agei^ Ailing, 

Chief magistrate fA Illinois he sought, 

And for his people urged a due redress. 

Of what indignities upon himself 

Had oft been visited^— hilb being beaten 

By whites most cruelly, for chains folse ; 

Waylaid, and overpowered while hunting gano. 

When club-law ruled, as since o'er Mormon groimd. 

He pointed to black mark upon his foce. 

And said he wore it, symbol pf disgrace. 

The customs of his nation still required 

The wrong he'd thus received should be revenged. . 

But he chose rather to submit in peace, 

Than to involve his nation in a war, 

As sure would follow, should an Inffian kill. 

Or jivni etrike, a white man. The aggression 
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A hundred-fi^ would be exaggerated, 

Exciting to the war the whole frontier, 

And Indians would be hunted like wild beaft«« 

The white men have our growing com destrojed^^- 

Ploughed up our fields, our women, children beat ; 

And to resist these wrongs we are afraid. 

The Indians are invading us, they'd saj. 

And soon destroying armies would be sent. 

The governor made reply : Why do you not 

Unto the president make these things known ? 

A ruler wise and good, and will prot^ yoa. 

** Our father's too far off our voice to hear," said Bladi 

Hawk. 
But you a letter unto hiQ^ could send. 
«* I could ; but white men will write too, and say, 
Wct his red children, lie ; and so 'twoukl end." 
And thus, among the lawless dwellers there, 
This state of things for seven long years went on ; 
During which time no white man did they kill, 
Still quiet slept the vehgefi!il tomahawk. 
A savage race of men, can such be called^ 
Who such forbearance well can exercise ? 
Black Hawk, if he had been for war inclined, 
The way of peace and justice had not chosen. 
And sought redress by every moral means* 
He might have slain, with ease, all settlers rounds 
Ere Gaines had time t' ascend the Mississif^ 
Or any force approached to succor them. 
Hence, is his character from guilt redeemed^ 
By noble virtues ruling in his breast. 
Where love of country, kindred, people reigned^ 
And for great Manitou peculiar reverence. 
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PIOliXBB. 



Sot it appears, admitting that the treaty 
Was just and binding, at St. Louis made, 
That all this time of grievances described* 
The Indians to the soil had perfect right ; 
The claims of those intruders, all assiiiqed. 

PENIfSTLVAiaAIf. 

Most certainly, this was, indeed, the case. 
In treaty of St« Louis, 'twas agreed, 
Long as the government's land remained unsold 
To individuals. Black Hawk and his band 
Should ne'er be dispossessed, but live and hunt 
Upon the land, as though it was their own. 
Therefore, the readiest method to evade 
The contract made, and drive the Indians out, 
Was, for the president to proclaim a sale, 
And vend the &vorite village of the Sacs, 
Lands that were coveted above the rest* 
Pursuant thereunto, the thing was done. 
And Black Hawk, and his tribe, forthwith $way, 
Ordered to leave the village ; and, yet more, 
To cross to Mississippi's western shore* 

PIOmBEK. 

Yet, even then, they had a right to stay 
On all those millions acres round them }ay, 
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That Congress had not sokL Why then requiie 
That they should, from their country, so retire, 
Which they had still a right to occupy. 
The lands, for fifty miles around, that Ue ? 
Since you have said the frontier settlements 
Were distant fifly miles, a breadth intense. 

PBNHSTLVANIAN. 

The case doth need a little explanation, 

I find. I meant, that no embodied part 

Of Illinois' greftt border &rther reached 

Than miles two-score and ten, firom river Rock. 

Howbeit, some settlements, a distance great, 

At mouth of Rock, were made, detached firom othen, 

And at Galena, wondrous mart of lead. 

As fi>r requiring them to cross the river, 

The only reason for it, that I know, 

Is what berate I've stated, they did want 

Their lands, and, for their landti, would them expeL 

But Black Hawk would not go ; hence the strong aim 

Of States United, was against him raised^ 

An army, fiir too great for him to meet, 

Was set, in dread array of battle, near. 

Just coming down upon him, forced him o'er 

To the west side of Mississippi's shore. 

Where he, with all his people, camped in tents-* 

For his protection, raised a flag of truce. 

XXTII. 

Here, to disturb their peace, new tfouUes roee. 
Had been expelled from fields whidi they bed aewa. 
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And where alood hi|^ and fidr their growing comt 

At time too late toj^nnt a second time. 

About the tine of harvest and green corn, 

To feel the eiects of what they'd lost, began { 

The womeil crossed unto the fields they'd planted, 

To gather com, they held to be their own ; 

Were by the whites shot at, and driven away, 

En^y, and destitute as when they came. 

Meanwhile, a band of Renolds, to revenge 

The murders that Menominees had done, 

Unto their people, went to Prairie du Chien, 

And, fidling on them, slew a score and eight. 

It was demanded, Renolds, this had done, 

Should be surrendered up, tried by our laws. 

To interfere in a domestic quarrel. 

Between two nations, and for us to judge. 

And punish them for acts done to each other. 

Is not our business, doth not well accord ; 

Is too much like the by-gone days, when we 

Were forced to send our countrymen o'er sea, 

There to be tried for things that here were done, 

By strangers, who were foreign to the case ; 

While a strong arm made justice too severe. 

'Twas wrong, Black Hawk maintained, and would nol 

yiekL 
Another cause, was this, of discontent ; 
He was indignant at their sanguine way 
Of doing summary justice to the tribes. 
He, of their right or wrong, knew not their standard. 
And, whether they had any, seemed to doubt : 
Deeming, » wondrous quaint one, it must Be, 
That measured justice in Ae scale of power* 
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Wabokieshiek, the prophet, gutde, and sagSi^ 

On national affitirs, went to consult 

The chie& of sevefal tribes he goes to see* 

Who sympathize, to grant their aid agree^ 

Sends Neopope, his second in command, 

Upon a message to a distant land ; 

To Maiden, to consult his British father, 

Whether thej could retain, in his opinion, 

Their village, whbh, bj whke men, ne'er was boiq^ 

His British fitther told him he could hold it, 

Against all claims, if he had never sold it 



xxviu. 

On his return, the prophet called to see. 

Who to him said : — ^When joyful spring comes rouod^ 

The Britbh forces will be on the ground. 

The Pottawatamies, and Winnebagoes, 

And Chippeways, to render you assistance. 

Your village to regain, and lands around ; 

And promised what of aid was in his power, 

Deliverance joyful, in a gracious hour. 

Black Hamdi his force augments ; daily recruil% 

From villages around, unto him flock. 

SolkiU ofl, for aid, the Watchful Fox, 

Who, with his band, rejects the overture. 

PIONXBm. 

n^re is a point, beyond which, if men go, 
Submission ceases to remain a virtue. 
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IT wUt yott Iiere relate* the half be tnie. 
This chief, to go to war, had ample oauae. 



PXNlfSTLTAlflAK. 

It it most true I and for it I will roach ; 
HaTing heard ipuch mjiel^ and teen itiU mora. 
Good cause ! as good as ever warrior drew 
A sword to aid, oppression's cheelc to tingei 
And set at liberty a captive soul. 
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4in> 



SCENES IN THE WEST. 



CANTO IV. 



THB AROUMENT, 

The annies piedicted mnd predet(med by fiite, come forcibly into the land 
of Nit-o-me-ma and Omaint-si-ar-nah — The Saos and Foxes* under the 
command of their celebrated chieftain. Black Hawk, make a formidable 
resBtance— Three iamilies are massacred upon the frontiers — Sereral 
akinnishes and battles are fought between small detachments of the eon« 
tending annies — ^Tlie intrepidi^ of General Dodge — The speech and re* 
treat of Black Hawk — ^Descriptioii of the country oyer which this retreat 
it conducted — ^Battle of Wisconsin — A fiuther description of scenea ia 
the West. 



Now, in piocew of time, it came to paaa^ 
Long after nmnj generations gone. 
The armiest prede^ned by loveareign &te» 
Into the land of Omalnt-si-ajr-nah^ 
And Nit-o-me-ma, forcibly did come. 
For wUte men, through their agents kH^ bad soiigllli 
To gain {losaessiim fif this goodly land ; 
It baiii^ a part of that gMt imr's tiiky^ 
14* 
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Known m Wisconsin State and lUinois, 

And what bj subtle^, and what bj threats. 

And k>ng persuanon, thcj at length succeeded 

In gaining from the Sacs and Renolds, their 

Reluctant resignation of all lands 

East of grei^t fiither of the waters Ijing. 

The whites possession^took, cut down the fi>rests» 

Broke up the fidlow-ground, excepting none, 

Not e'en the burying-places of their peof^e. 

Nor bones of their forefiuhers, sacred hekL 

Thej reared up altars, temples dedicated 

To other gods the Indians did not know, 

Qr had ideas but fiiint, and shadowy, vain ; 

Changed times and customs, introducing laws. 

And usages much prejudicial to 

The wel&re of confederate Renolds, Sacs ; 

Curtailed their hunting-grounds, and ruined them : 

Removed their ancient landmarks, blocked up rivers, 

And drove awaj the fish, their game destroyed. 

Which the Great Spirit placed upon the earth. 

Especially for the Indian's benefit. 

Fire^jvirater, also, 'mong them introduced. 

Which soon destroyed their iseason and their lives. 

And thousands brought to an untimely end. 

Hiese things they did-befi>re the Indian title 

Became extinct, and while they yet retailed 

Sole right of occupancy in themselves j 

And while they added crime to crime, the thief • 

Cried loudest of them all, stop ^ief 1 stop thief! 

Against the Indians, diaiging them with gvilt. 

As Pot'phar's wife 'gainst Joseph raised ber jfoioe. 
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Th^y drove them out bejond the Miasifsifipif 
Strange lands to occupy, remote still more ; 
A coontiy no such hunting*grouiids postessingy 
And fishing privileges — where their game was searooy 
Where thej could gain but miserable subsistence. 



u. 



The Sacs and Foxes bitterlj repented 

That thej had ever given their consent, 

Howe'er reluctant, to renounce their right 

Unto this happj land ; or, that thej ever, 

On any terms, consented thereunto ; 

And under their great chief in arms, Blade Hawk, 

From Crentle Dove a lineal descendant, 

Resolved thej would return unto their land^^ 

Even the goodly land their fathers gave. 

And fight for it, with muskets, bows and arrows, 

And with ^eir tomahawks, unto the Ikst ; 

And so defending, spill their own heart's blood. 

So, under guidance and command of him, 

This celebrated chieftain, they recrossed 

Hie Mississippi, Rock ascending up, 

And todk possession of their native soil. 

But when the great Sanhedrim of the whites 

Did hear thereof they straightway called a couadi- 

Deliberated what course to pursue, 

What thing they best should do unto these men. 

They studied the great balance, odds of power 

Between them and this people— overlooked 

By Sacs and Foxes struggling for their rights, 
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By [dack^ all al haamdy ia one effi«t 
Most despemte, to regain what thej had lost 
Finding that they had OTerything to hoj^ 
From their unequalled strength, and least to iear 
From the pocnr Indian's weak and puny ann, 
They were not long in making a decision ; 
Resolved, at once^ to dispossess them quite, 
Without a ceremonial, &rther treaty, 
And forcibly destroy, or drire them thence. 
Pursuant to this resolution made, 
And for the execution of this purpose, 
The nation's chief did order Atkinson, 
With an army, to ascend the Mississippi. 



in. 

His military post at Old Point Comfort, 
Where Chesf^peake presents his winding bay, 
Left General Scott, with all his regular troops. 
And New York volunteers ; ascending up 
The chain of northern lakes, by Mackina* 
On their way up, the volunteers, and others, 
Sickened, and died in numbers at Fort Gratiot ; 
The rest became disheartened, and returned.' 
Hie regular troc^s went on, and <m Uieir wajry 
Many were launched into a watery tomb. 
Sailed up Lake Michigan, imto its head ; 
Passed the twin cities, Southport and Racine, 
Which vie in beauty, business, commevoe, weakh, 
Insomuch, that as yet 'tis all unknown 
Whether Ae one wiU have more ra|Nd growti^ 



Digitized by VjOOQI€ 



8CBNBS IN TH8 WiilST. ^M 

And o*er the other gain ascendancy ; 
Or, both go hand in hand together on, 
And orosperous prove alike, a happy pair. 
The general at Chicago lands his troops, 
Where now is seen a handsome, well-built ci^, 
Which then contained a population ^mall, 
Lake navigation lying at the head ; 
Head of canal, in prospect of completion, 
To join the lake with Illinois' firee waters. 
Here, must a place of great importance rise ; 
'TIS much the largest, most coqupercial town 
In Illinois ; with such ^ rapid growth ; 
And largest on thb lake will ever be. 
Unless Milwaukee, city more hydraulic. 
By any means be able to transcend it. 
Each, ever, owing to its situation. 
Its rapid course will hold, continue still 
To be the largest in its State respective. 
Again the cholera's pestilential breath. 
Disease of mortal kind, inflicting death ; 
First breaking out in cities Asiatic, 
And fiur remote, had overspread the earth 
With devastation — ^heaped it with the dead. 
Fell on them here, and many sokliers died. 
The general, with his few surviving troops, 
A^r h^'d been detained a lunar month, 
The people here a refuge having found 
Within the fort, took up his line of marchf 
Journeyed a northwest course, to fi»rm a juMtiAii 
With Q^^eral Atkinson's superior ^xmj. 
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IV, 



Of Black Hawk and his felbwers, ^twas denumdedi 

They should surrender up into the haiids 

Of General Atkinson, as murderers, 

All persons of their nation, who engaged 

In conflict at Fort Crawfi)rd, Prairie du Chien, 

Where twenty-eight Menominees had been slain } 

That they should straight evacuate the soil. 

The Mississippi instantly recross ; 

Demands, of course, that neither met regard. 

Or least compliance on the Indian's part. 

So the belligerents^ each, prepared to test 

The rightful occupation of that soil, 

Disputed thus, by an appeal to arms. 

Black Hawk was now ascending up Rock river, 

And on the way to the Prophet's town, above ; 

With him, his troops ; when he was overtaken 

By an express from General Atkinson, 

Fort Armstrong; ordering him to change his coarse. 

Return, and straight recross the Mississippi, 

Which he refused t' obey upon the ground 

The general had no rigbA to itiake such order. 

He on his own ground stood, by treaty privilegedi 

Was going, in peace, unto the Prophet's town, 

To raise a crop of com at his request. 

In Anno Domini, eighteen thirty-two. 

Soon as bad made her bright appearance f^r% 

The ever-welcome, smiling Queen of May, 

About the woods and plains of Ptck-e-ton-ic'^ 

f^ut on her robe of greenest hue, the biidsi 
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Aivayed in plumes of beautj, warbling aoogs, 
Rejoicing round her with ecstatic strain, 
A great collision of the hosts took place, 
And river Rock, th' adjacent country round, 
Became the scene of terror, havoc, blood. 



V, 

The settlers of this region had, already, 

Laid out their gardens, walks, and pleasure-grounds, 

Planted their esculent roots, their earlj com. 

Yellow, and sowed their fields with seed, spring wheiUy 

Their garden vegetables, various seeds. 

Committed to the bosom of tibe earth. 

The plants had just sprung up, and fiekis assumed 

A green appearance, when the tidings fell, 

Of war, like unto mighty avalanche. 

Upon the thinly-scattered population 

(^ that whole region of the country round. 

VI. 

The Pottawatomies had made assault 

On Indian Creek, near to the Big Woods, lying 

On both sides of the gentle, south-flowing Fox, 

Rivulet long and straight, meandering through 

A part of Illinois and South Wisconsin, 

Where little cities all along its banks, 

As Uiough by ma^c raided, are springing uty 

Here, low down, where it joins the Illinois^ 

Standi Ottawa, near where th' Indians fell. 
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Three iaoiilies here, they'd slain, lie in their goieM^ 

Excepting persons two, whom they slew not ; 

These were two females, beautiful and gay. 

The two Miss Hails. They were so ruddy, young. 

And fiiir to look upon, the Indians were 

Enamored of their beauty, could not find 

It in their hearts to kill them. Therefore, they 

Did spure their lives, and carry them far ofi^ 

Beyond the river, treated them with kindness, 

Afi^tion,,and were loth to part with them. 

Long time there held, but were, at length, restoi^ 

Unto their land, but not unto their people. 

The rest of these three households, Me^i souls, 

Were slain this spot. Davis, though coward called, 

Defended, with great heroism, his house. 

His gun dismantling in the fierce encounter. 

And actually killed four Iqdiqus, it is said* 



Now, terrible the horror and surprise 

Which, through the land of Nit-o-me-ma, reigns ! 

Wild constematimi pale, their vitals seize ; 

Their blood runs cold and slowly in their veins. 

* 

Hearts felling them, o'ercome by sudden fear, 
Tlie messenger of death in savage plight, 
Each hourly looks fw at his door fiill near, 
Each, for himself feels safety but in fligli^ — 

And most of all was anxious to begone ; 
Forsaking all, some south, some eastward fled. 
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And otlien to tlie armj, and wherever 
The |4aiii and open road of safety led. 

Leaving tl^eir homes, their tenements and lands, 

To the free use of Indians in advance, 

Goods, granaries, stores, herds, swine, and fleecy bilidai 

To whomsoever to come thtit waj might chance. 

Deserted hamlets left for timid rabbit. 
Or bear, or wily serpent, cunning fox. 
Fierce wolf^ or other creature to inhabit, 
Such with the many, such their panic shocks. 

Yea ! true it was, that wandering bands of men 
Took up their lodgings here, in these abodes ; 
Finding, in rooms apart, and cellar's glen. 
Provisions diverse, sang their merry odes. 

Made preparations due, and sat them down 
To eat and drink, as at the table free 
Of some manorial lord, of great renown. 
In Britain's isle, beside the Northerli Sea. 

In short, such was their haste to make their flight. 
The prone sensations of their findings strong. 
Left things of need, their way to expedite. 
Which, better, safer, had they ta'en along.' 

They could not halt, or brook the least delay. 
Danger so imminent hung o'er their heads. 
To pick up what in haste fell by the way, 
Lest they should meet their fate in gory b^s* 
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Having eseapiKi with life from bkyod-ttaiiMd htM$f 
And dangers passed; they gratefvd Mess the light 
*niat freed their socds from imrelenting bandst 
And Hided them to perpetrate their ffig^t 



VIII, » 

Detachments of the amij of assailants. 

Combined in their advahce lo Dixon's Ferrjr, 

Upon Ihe waters of romantic Rock ; 

Which, like the great St. Lawrence' wave august—* 

'Mid lakes has its Own course, an honored stream. 

So doth the Catfish, tributary branch, 

Wheife, 'tween two lakes, whose waters ever clear 

And cboi, and plenteous stored with fish, 

Stands Madison, the capitolian town, 

Handsomely situated on a rising ground ; 

From which, at distance great, it may be seen ; 

Tet stood not then, not e'en in embryo, there, 

A witness to this tragical affair. 

The army h&d advanced to Sycamore^ 

A little tributary stream of Rock, 

Where Black Hawk lay ; was getting up a feast, 

In honor of his new ^ies, had come. 

That day he heard the army of the fee 

Was drawing nigh, sent but a flag of truce, 

A message, borne by three men, unto them, 

To say^ that he for peace Was muth inclined ; ' 

To ask a deputation to his camp, 

Or he would come in person them to see. 

Long gone, he sent five men, linother party. 
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To tee what Imd become of those first seat. 

Thejy taken prisoners bj the whites, made known 

Their message, and were fired on, and one killed 

In cold blood, in the camp. Hie others fled. 

Next party came ; but whites, instead of waiting 

To hear their peaceful message from their chieC 

Rushed towards them vidently, with weapons dvawn. 

So that thej turned about, and fled away. 

The whites pwrsued, o'ertook and slew two men ; 

The rest escaped, and told it to their chie£ 

Down came the volunteers, in hot pursuit, 

Even to the camp of Black Hawk. Fifly warriors 

With him were all ; the rest were ten miles oSi 

The aged chief arose, and seized hb arms, 

And ordered all his braves to follow him. 

Food for the feast they lefl to lie untouched ; 

He raised a yell, and spoke thus to his men i 

Some of our people have been cruelly murdered, 

And wantonly. We must avenge their death. 

Soon saw the army coming up on gallop ; 

In front of some low bushes, placed his men — 

He rose, rushed forward, fired, and gave a yell. 

His braves all promptly followed his example ; 

Came up, and manfully charged the fronting fi)e, 

Who turned about in utter consternation, 

And swifUy fled before the aged ciiief, 

Who followed them some distance ; many fell. 

Returned unto his camp, and sitting down, 

Thanked the Great Spirit for his good success. 

The whites fled through their camp, nor did they hall 

Till they had reached Port Dixon, fer away ; 
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Leaving eamp aqtilpftge, and all lappUes, 
To M into tliose hands thej came to slaj. 
Thej called their rdl next morn, when they did tni 
TheyM lost, by this engagement, fifty souls. 



The chie( encouraged by suiSh tictory gained. 
With men so few o'er sudh superior force. 
And strengthened by the booty he had won. 
Counting on those supplies which he had ta'en, 
Pi^Bpared for active war, and to remove 
The wives and children from the field of fight. 
To the Four Lakes, head Waters of Rock river ; 
To watch the threatening foe, his spies sent out 
Soon after this, where artful Dodge was stationed, 
There came a band ot Indians, numbers small ; 
Few men they slew, and fled. They did not well 
To come so near this energetic chieftain. 
How could they deem it possible at all, 
T' evade a hero of his chivalry ? 
With twenty-nine of his best chosen men, 
Mounted on fleetest steeds, pursued the fee. 
They crossed the Pick*e.ton-ic', so did he ; 
Took refiige in a swamp. He followed on, 
Impenetrable as they deemed it was. 
Dismounting there, he ordered his dragoons 
To link their steeds. Four men he left in chargOi 
Four stationed round the swamp on higher groundf 
To watch the motions of the hidden foe. 
With the remainder 'gan to scour the swamp ; 
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Found where the Indiitns laj, who had perceived 
His coming, artfully hid, with rifles drawn 
Up to their shoulders, ready-pointed, primed. 
He met their sudden fire at thirty feet ; 
They'd thrown themselves flat down upon the groundf 
Behind an elevated ridge of land, 
Where they could see, and not bie seen by him, 
Until their fire had told him where they lay. 
Three of his gallant soldiers fell dovm slain ; 
But no accursed ball firom savage rifle, 
Permitted was to smite that ardent breast. 
Stand firm as death, my men, the hero said, 
And to the glorious charge his soldiers led. 
With one accord they rushed upon the foe ; 
Now, short and sanguinary was the conflict* 
Soon, through the gallantry of their commander. 
The efficacy of their well-poised rifles, 
Wielded by valiant men, succeeded they 
In cutting down the fee. Indeed, one thought 
To have escaped, well-nigh accomplished it. 
The river swimmmg ; nevertheless was he 
Shot down upon the opp'site bank, although, 
That moment, in all probabili^. 
He had supposed himself quite out of danger^ 
A smart engagement, 'tween two similar bands, 
On Apple Creek soon followed ; fighting close. 
With iMiyonet, scalping-knife ; when Stephenson, 
The captain of the troops, was wounded sore. 
And several of his soldiers fell in blood. 
The Indians were defeated on that day. 
Twelve lifeless bodies on the ^Id left they. 
15 
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Meantime, Dement, with one battalion full. 

Of mounted volunteers, drew out his force. 

And was attacked, at Buffalo Grove, by Black Hawk, 

Four leagues to north of Dixon's hostile feny, 

With equal numbers marshalled for the war. • 

Dement was bold to stand an equal fight ; 

His men, the contest to avoid, preferred. 

Black Hawk had got between them and their c«m{H 

And artfully intercepted their retreat, 

And left them no alternative, but fight, 

And cut their way back to their camp, or ML 

On the first onset, several his dragoons 

Dement saw fitll, together with their steeds. 

Foaming and bounding, went down horse and rider* 

Mingling their blood together in the sand. 

Added to this, the clanking sound of arms, 

Of rifles, and the yell of savage men. 

And consternation by all these brought on. 

The fiery steeds became unmanageable. 

Such was the panic felt, such the confusion. 

That, for Dement, it was impossible 

To form his meu in an established line. 

Dragoons, unnumbered, foil, and forty steeds 

Lay bleeding on the ground. The aged chief 

Defeated and pursued them to their camp. 

As though in youthful vigor. Still his arm 

In battle mighty was. He was upheld 

By consciousness of his own rectitude, 

A purpose firm, and onward in his course. 



Digitized py VjOOQl€ 



tcsNis IN nm WBiV* 171 

ImpelM by motives powerfbl moflt to rooTe, 
And aetiiate tke breasts of sarage men ; 
Attachment to their country, and rerenge 
For injuries unredrei^s'd, too long endured* 
His men would fain besiege, and bum the felt ; 
But he, beholding it well icniified, 
Impregnable, told them, as they had chased 
The bear into his hole, they'd leave him there, 
And, to their own eneanq»ment, all refMdr. 

XI. 

Over the numerous skirmishes tiding (dace. 

Between d^achments small of jtreops contending. 

On either side, proceed we now to pass* 

Indeed, of little consei^nce are these ; 

And iricsome might become minute detail 

Unto the reader, whom we would prefer 

Rather to disappoint by some conciseness. 

Than tire by long prolixity of words. 

Therefore, untouched, unsung, th^se minor tfalngi 

Leaving, as nuttter for the muse unfit. 

Or history more sublime, we hasten on 

To the place of sanguine fight, those two engagemantSf 

Where the whole strength <^ each belUgerent power. 

And ferce were all united under one. 

Beneath their leaders, host confironting host. 

True, in i\» difl^rent skirmishes between 

Small parties of the hostile bands, die braves 

Of Black Hawk got the better <d their fee 

Sometunes ; yet, on tke wh^ th' advmaliga Uf 
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On th' other side ; and, as they'd not succeeded 

In driving out the armies of the whites. 

Nor* yet, in gaining peaceable possession, 

'Die object of the contest so securing, 

In their locatimi permanently there. 

Must be considered, at this signal juncture. 

As having sufiered, virtually, defeat. 

Of this astounding &ct, so cleariy seen. 

E'en the great Black Hawk, blind as was, and led 

By impulse of one high commanding passion, 

Revenge fi>r wrongs, and ultimate redress 

Of grievances, seemed duly sensible ; 

For, gathering in his bands from every, quarter, > - 

Calling a council of his bravest warriors, \ 

In language sorrowful, and with chagrin. 

His hard misfortunes to them all expressed. 

At not being able to make head against 

The combined armies of his stronger foe, 

A general council, both of chiefs and braves. 

Was soon convoked. A circle forming round. 

Under a shady grove, they seat themselves 

On the green grass, prepared to hear, with reverenc6t 

Hie words of their high chief. He sat amidst. 

Clothed in his military bright costume. 

With shrine, containing holy things, and sacred, 

Before him, handed down from sire to son'. 

His foce was painted raven*colored deep, 

And striped with red ; his crown with feathers tu£M. 

Broaches did glitter round him ; 'bout his neck. 

Encircling, too, each knee, a beaded belt ; 

B<Hrne in his hand a flag, an ensign bright 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•CSlffSS IN T^ WiST. 178 

Of Ms authority. Upon bis breast 

A costlj medal, curious worianansbip, 

Glittered; received of British general both. 

For service lately rendered them in war. 

He in their midst arose. Upon his brow 

Sat care ; and, on his countenance, austere. 

Depicted was a frown, but not against 

His people. Those he loved and cherished, aye. 

His eye was fiery, for a moment rolled 

In silence round them, unto heaven it turned, 

Great Spirit's abode, with a devotion pure ; 

Then settled on the throng ; and, deeply conscious 

Of what he was to utter, with his hands 

Uplifted towards the heavens, he thus began : — 



xn. 

Souls of the free ! tried in adversity. 
Known to be &ithful ! whose magnanimous hearts 
Do palpitate in unison with my own ! 
'Tis not without reluctance, deepest grie^ 
That I, for onc^, to you should name retreat. 
A white flag twice to white men has been sent, 
For peace to sue, as oil has been fired on. 
We're not allowed the privilege of a truce. 
For terms of peace to treat. No I cruel fi>e8 
Thirst (br our blood, and will no quarter give. 
They have forgotten I their prisoners spared. 
When for my British father I did fight, 
Forbade the murder at the risk of life. 
Evil for good, to me they have returned — 
15* 
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Oppresmon justice call ; right thej make wrottf • 
Thej csH themselves the injiireKd prnty, we 
Th' aggressors t Shame ! Such reasoning becomes 
None but base robbers. Driven us from our soil f 
And seized our pleasant country ^ tbemselve* ! 
Where I did hope to spend my few last yeacst 
And sleep in quiet witfi the pious dead ; 
Their graves, their soil* their bones, sacred to me* 
And now, because we boldly ask our right, 
Call us intruders ; and for this good cause 
Determine to destroy and kiU us quite. 
My warriors, you do know, csm wkness bear, 
Tis not for lack of zeal, or courage good. 
In me betrayed, that prompts a prudent course- 
That we keep not possession of our lands-. 
But foes allow to take our country from us. 
*Tis of necessity^ as you can see. 
The course of &te ; a prelude to our fiill« 
O had I power to vindicate my cause ; 
I'd make their own injustice prove their ruin ! 
Perhaps some other power, another day. 
May wipe from us th' in^orious stain away. 
Now, as he sternly spake, the crystal drops 
From his dilated eyes flowed copious down 
His furrowed, care-worn cheeks. For his gray hairv 
Already had been seared, and blanched by time ; 
His days had numbered three-score years and m» 



His eye was not yet dim, nor yet his powera 
Of mind essentially impaired, but still 
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ArdenC and eloquent, "vrell to express 

What feelings strong impelled. Tkus be went on : 

The actions of my life, my valor prove. 

When in my father's day, th' Osages made 

Encroachments on oar tribe, and murdered oft, 

A youth of fifteen, by my fether's side, 

I fought against them, and prevailed, and slew 

Two men ; their scalps unto my fether brought. 

He looked on me and smiled, pleased with the skill 

And bravery of his ;son. Then was my name 

Enrolled among the brave. Distinguished thus, 

Permitted was to paint, and feaUiers wear ; 

And join the dance, which none but warricnrs share. 

Osages still continuing their assaults, 

I raised soon after this two hundred men ; 

And heading these, into their country fer 

I travelled, till I met an equal band^ 

They fought with desperation — each appeared 

Determined still on victory, or death. 

Osages many fell befbre they fled. 

Upon the field they left a hundred dead. 

Five lusty men by my own hand were slain. 

In this hard battle on the sandy plain. 

Now, 'gainst another foe, the Cherokees, 

My fether turned his arms ; for they had slain 

Some of our women, helpless children, too. 

We fought Their numbers fer exceeded ours. 

My father, most exposed, fell first ; then I 

Assumed command, and gained the victory^- 

With my own hand, three sturdy Indians slew. 

The dead I buried, and, returning home, 
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Deeplj aflSscted wkh my fiuher's death, 
I blacked my fiu^e, fitsted and prayed five yean 
To the Great Spirit — drinking once a day 
Water, and eating sparingly parched com. 
At sunset ; long in hunting passed the time. 
And fishing— nerer going forth to war. 



Once more the fierce Osage renewed the war 

Upon our people ; and I, as before. 

Was called upon to lead them 'gainst the foe ; 

To raise a force sufficient to destroy 

Their tribe, for injuries to our nation done. 

This, the Great Spirit strengthened me to do. 

Six hundred Sacs and Foxes, and lowas. 

Composed my train ; with these I met the foe ; 

Falling on forty lodges, killed them all. 

Nine scalps, the trophies of my hand, declared 

Th' efficient part I in the battle shared. 

The rest did cease aggressions for a time. 

Soon after this, when I was in my prime, 

I carried on a long protracted war 

Against the Chippeways, 08ages,)iuid Kaskaskias ; 

Which did not terminate for several years. 

And not until I reached my thirty.fiflh. 

In thb campaign, seven hundred warriors foil. 

I killed, with this right arm, their bravest men. 

And chiefo of might ; their numbers were thirteen. 

Our enemies driven firom our hunting-ground. 

Compelled to sue for peace, and keep their bounds, 
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We home returned — ^interred and mourned our dead^ 

And in our peacefiil villages remained ; 

Respecting others' rights, felt no desire 

T* encroach, or carry on of&nsive war^ 

When war against Great Britain was declared^ 

Resolved my British &ther would assist. 

Because he gave us presents, and fulfilled 

His promises ; and told us he would help 

To drive the whites, who had encroached on us, 

Back to their own possessions* In this war^ 

IV. 

Five hundred Indians I commanded, fought 

In several battles vrith success ; but first, 

Ere my departure to the war, I made 

A visit to the lodge of my M fiiend, 

The comrade of my youth—- with mis had fought 

Bravely in many battles ; now infirm. 

Could not go forth to hunting, or to'war ; 

Crip'pled by wounds. He had a duteous son 

I loved, and had adopted as my own, 

Did hunt with me the two preceding winters. 

I wished my firiend to let him go with me. 

Hesud, he could not gain support without him; 

I, who had been his guardian, would be gone ; 

He had no other help but his son. 

I offered in his place my son to leave i 

Refused, and said he did not like the war ; 

He had been down the river, treated well 

By the Americans, and could not fight 
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Agaiiift them ; but watf going to winter near 
The i^hite men, by their fort, the river down* 
Had promised to assist and to protect him 
And his son, and privileged them to hunt. 
We parted— I unto the seat of wai> 
And he, confiding, to a peaceful shore. 



XVI. 

Unto mj native land, when I returned. 
There had been war in Illinois, I learned. 
Americans had burned Peoria gay. 
My friends as prisoners thence had ta'en away. 
My village neared ; then I beheld along 
The bluffs, ascending up, a smoke among. 
I bade my friends unto the village haste ; 
I turned aside, to gather there what passed ; 
Devout, my aged friend engaged in prayer. 
As ofl before, presumed should find him there. 
Approached— <-a fire I saw, stretched out a mat. 
An old man under it, in sorrow sat. 
At other times, I should have turned away. 
Knowing he there had come alone to pray, 
And humble him before great Manitou, 
That he might pity him, and hear his pious vow. 

Approached — myself I seated by his side, 
Anxious inquired what ills did him betide. 
He saw me, as he cast his eyes around. 
Again in silence fixed them on the ground. 
Twas he, my aged friend. But.O how changed I 
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lodge iDj surfirise, to me 8<> much estraiigidi 
I anxiously inquired, whal has been dene 
Unto our people ; and where is our ton 1 
My aged comrade seemed but half alive. 
He must hare fiisted long ; him to revive, 
To sprinkle in his &ce I water bring ; 
Lighting my pipe, and to him ofiering, 
A few pufis eagerly he drew. His eyes 
He upward cast, and me did recognize. 
When I inquired again, what has been done 
Unto our people, and where is our son? 

XV 11. 

Bis eyes were glassy. He again had &UaB 
Into forgetfulness, had I not given 
That which did him revive, water to drink ; 
And yet again inquired. In feeble voice 
He said : So<m after your departure henosi 
To join the English, I the river down 
Descended, vnih a little companyt 
To winter at the place I told you o(, 
Where white men had requested ma to come. 
Arrived, I found a fort there built ; the man 
Inviting me to come, had thence removed. 
I then a visit to the fort did pay* 
Myself and band were friendly, them to tell, 
Did wish to hunt in peace, and near them dwelL 
The war-chief tokl me, who commanded there, 
We unmdested might our lodges rear, 
And hunt on Missisnppi's eastern side. 
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Well pleMed with such atsuraace, crossed the tide ; 
There candied ; game plenty was — we happy werai 
And often talked of you, and of your fiire* 

xvin. 

My boy regretted much your absence long. 

And hardships you would have to undergo. 

We had been here about two months ; my boy 

Went out to hunt as usual ; night came on^ 

And he did not return. I was alarmed— > 

His safety fearing^ passed a sleepless night. 

In early mom, our lodges were informed 

And all turned out, to make a general search. 

The virgin snow lay deep upon the earth ; 

8wm found his trail, and found that he pursued 

A wounded deer, that to the river led. 

Unto the place where he had stood and fired, 

They soon did come ; and further on, a deer. 

Which hung upon a branching tree, they saw^ 

Which had been dressed. But here were white mens' 

tracks; 
And they had made a prisoner of my boy. 
Their tracks across the river, and then down 
Unto the fert, did lead ; an omen bad. 
My friends pursued, soon found my boy Ijring dead ; 
He had been murdered there most cruelly. 
His fiuse was shot in pieces — ^body stabbed 
In several places, scalped and dragged along. 
The okl man paused awhile, and then observedy 
His wife had died upon their joimiey home. 
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I took the hand of that dear friend in mine, 
And pledged myself I would avenge his death. 
Darkness o'ershadowed us ; a dreadRil storm 
Began to rage^ and rain in torrents fell. 
Lightning and thunder, terribly sublime, 
Combined to render dismal this sad scene. 
The Uanket of my own had taken ofi^ 
And wrapped around him, from the cold to screen. 
Soon as the storm abated, kindled fire, 
And raised him in my arms, to place him nigher ; 
But he was dead ! Yet with him I remained, 
Through all the night, till morning had obtained. 
My comrades early came, assisted me 
To bury him upon the blufiTs high peak* 
I Towed revenge, and two white men I slew< 
First taking few, I went the river down, 
In search of foes. Along, as we drew near« 
I heard a rustling in the leaves, and saw 
Two little boys, that strove to hide themselves* 
I thought of ray own children — passed them by 
Unharmed, unfbllowed. Soon came riding nigh^ 
Two white men. One we slew ; the other fled« 
We met more h<»rsemen soon, a ekirmish had. 
I at their leader lock deliberate aim ; 
He lifeless fell ; the rest did force us back. 
Now we reload, and wait for their approach* 
They rush on us, and firing, killed one mam 
We it Returned— two more of them lay dead 
My vow fiilfilled, and my adopted son . 
Avenged, escaping thence, we all wept home. 
16 
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Soon came the news the whites were building finii 

Along our river, and that I must leave 

My village, native place, sacred to me. 

I straight resolved I'd never give it up, 

But fight for it while blood ran in my veins. 

I went to see the white chiefs, told them so ; 

They said that I must leave it I saidlio, 

I never will f * From our great fitther chie( 

The President, I heit implored redress, 

To my entreaties he paid no regard. 

I sought our British fiUher's kindly aid ; 

He could not break the peace to set us right. 

The course of Keokuck, why need I name 7 

Or curse, or spare the man we so nnich blame ! 

They've seized our substance, forced us &r away 

From that &ir land where our possessions lay. 

Our wives and children wandering journey led. 

And forced were many a day to cry fi>r bread. 

I rose against the authws of ^our wo ; 

And here do stand die champion of the foe» 

He paused : a solemn awe pervades the throng, 

And tears come rolling do\(rn their cheeks along. 

Thus he went on : — ^To purchase our redress. 

My life a sacrifice I would devote, 

Most willingly for such a consummation. 

It would be well expended in a cause 

Worth dying for t Shall we, then, forwaid rash 

Upon our fi>ei^ and fight till we are sluny 

And sell our lives as dearly as we can ? 
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Our wisdom does not dictate this, nor yet 

Has the Great Spirit it revealed to us. 

Made known bj sage, by prophet, or in dreamt. 

Twould be a useless sacrifice, and vain ! 

As well might throw ou^lves upon our swoi^St 

Or rush into the alligator's jaws! 

For thick as the autumnal leaves descend, 

With all their yellow and their purple tints, 

From fi)rest-trees, beneath a hoary frost, 

Covering the ground ; so thick the regiments, and 

The cohorts of our pale-faced foes alight 

Upon us ; filling all our country up, 

And covering it with legions of their troops* 

Farther attempts, therefore, to keep possession. 

Are vain and hopeless I Yes, my warriors bravfy 

Appalling as the thought is, we must quit 

Our country, and resign it to the hands 

Of the pale.fitees. In extremity 

So great, it well becomes us to efiect 

Timely retreat, and so to manage it. 

As to avoid collision with the $ie. 

Who now outnumber us as ten to one. 

We'll, therefore, shape our journey to the north, 

Cross the Wisconsin ; thence, our rapid march 

Urge to the Upper Mississippi, high 

'Bove Prairie du Chien ; pass over, and escape 

Into the wastes romantic far northwest, 

Out of the reach of foes dishoncmible. 

Whose laws, ideas, and thoughts of justice i^re 

So vile, so widely different from our own. 

There unmolested ibr a while may live. 
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UntU encroachmento &rilier, of the whites, 
Force us, again, to quit the countiy there, 
For one that thej will grant us more remote ; 
Some region or unfiiendly olime, austere, 
Unfit for mortal residence when found. 
Where neither fish, nor fowl, nor deer abound 
Perhaps be driven back upon the lands 
Of other numerous tribes, and warring batids, 
By whom, combining, we shall be destroyed. 
For those intrusions that we can't avoid. 
Should we be overtaken by our foes. 
In hot pursuit, at crossing of these waters. 
Of which there is great danger, we must fight. 
Compelled, and do it manfully we must 
We must endeavor to beat back the fi)e. 
As numerous as their legions throng around. 
Repulse, and drive them from the river banks ; 
That our good wives, our children, and ourselves, 
May be insured a passage safely o'er 
Great fitther of the water. On that shore, 
And fiir beyond it, we may freedom find. 
And some respite from civilized mankind. 



Such Was the substance, such the speech of Black Hawk 

On this occasion ; never one more tiying. 

Greatness of soul it shows, entitling him, 

A hero of no ordinary stamp, 

To the respect and pity of the good. 

That nobleness of mind, what might it not 
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Been capable of doing with right culture? 

Bj education and refinement aid6d ? 

Him we behold, a rude, unlettered savage^ 

Engaged in one great, glorious enterprise, , 

Condition of his tribe ameliorating, 

By a resort to last extremity. 

To fighting in defence of his loved country, 

For restoration of their claims to lands 

Which God and nature to them had bequeathed , 

To which he deemed they had a sovereign right. 

By every principle of equity. 

And justice, known among the Indian tribes, 

And which unjustly had been ta'en away* 

Nature's own child, and own primeval ofifspringi 

For liberty and equal rights contending, 

On the broad base of true republicanism. 



xxt. 

It is a maxim grown into a proverb, 
That he who shoots his arrow at the sun 
In his meridian height, though he can't reach it, 
Tet, e'en much higher will his arrow fiy. 
Than aimed at lower object near the earth. 
This chie( aspiring, high his arrow shot. 
That sun to hit, which doth illumine heaven 
Political, the firmament thereof 
With brightness filling of its influence 
Redeeming ; civil and religious fireedom. 
True, hit that sun he did not, nor did he 
Succeed in his endeavors all-absorbing, 
16* 
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In their own land to reinstate bit people. 
Effect those measiires needful (le eoneei?e^ 
To glorify and make them happy there^- 
Tet, still, quite high enough his arrow flew, 
To show the world what all he would have done, 
And high enough to render his fidr name 
Great and immortal 'mong the s<mis of men. 

XXII. 

Now Black Hawk and his army are retreating ; 
Henry and Dodge pursue with drums a beating. 
The former, o'er the prairies, as they pass. 
Through intervening groves, amid high grass. 
Which crowns the verdant lawns, o'er hill and dde, ' 
Entwined with flowers, iriake plain their narrow traiL 
Down-trodden grass betrays their Indian file ; 
The swifl pursuers trace it many a mile. 



xxut 

From eairljr immigrant's constructed cabin Bew, 
No curling smc^s had yet ascended up. 
Sound of his axe, the baying of his dogs. 
His curfew tinkling, timbered lands among. 
Which beautifully fringe the prairie grounds ; 
The lowing of his kine returning home, 
To yield unto his dairy beverage rich, 
Had never yet been heard in this wide region, 
O'er which this sad retreat was now conduotio^ 
In nature's rich loxuriane^y wild idboMnding* 
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The fi*ethii6tt of these seeBes eiijoyed not yet ; 
Nor the sweet charms of pastoral lifb 'moBg giovas» 
And fields where euhlvatioa first begins 
Her pious toils ; nor had the husbandnuuii 
In holy plaoe, his household gods set up. 

XXIV. 

Hie rolling prairies broad before them stretcht 

Far as the eye can reach ; and to the sight 

Admiring, they af^pear, on their green surfiicOf 

Like undulations vast of the deep sea ; 

Whose beauteeus flowers, in their rich multitude. 

Out-rival all the Oriental gardens 

Of horticulturist. In their varied hues. 

Flowers form the parement of the ground beneath ; 

While the magnificent canopy above, 

And vault ethereal of the sky, star-paved ; 

Or, during day, more brilliantly illumined 

By dazzling lustre of that brightest lamp 

Of heaven, the siln. Sweep over here the windi^ 

To kiss the flow«ry lax^n, and cause the waves^ 

Sea-green, to rise among the waving grass 

Of lambent ocean, boundlefss, verdant alL 

No lordly lion here, or tiger fierce, 

To frighten or destroy, lulrks round } but h^^ 

The playful &wn, the prairie-hen, all kinds ; 

Various sweet singing birds and doves iidiabki 

And prairie-Wolf, degenerate kind, not fiereet 

Like those in deep recesses of the wood ; 

But easily ensnaredt and overoome. 



Digitized by VjOOQl€ 



tM BLACK HAWK, AKD 

Oft in panoit, the vales meanderiiig ^rougliy 
To pau o'er rushing rivers were they called. 
Whose banks were covered with majestic trees 
Of sycamore, and forest's tioblest sons ; 
The towering oak, the elm, and sugar-maple, 
With sacchariferous qualities imbued. 
Anon, and ever, 'mid the prairies wide, ' 
Are sprinkled island groves and skirts of wood. 
The scene to vary* Ancient mounds are here, 
Whose regular fimns, immense area, and size. 
Covered with trees of huge millennial growth. 
To distant period more remote, point back. 
When built ; to some more ancient race of men, 
Farther than Indians in the arts advanced, 
Of civilized life, with ample means to work. 

XXV. 

This, also, is the mining region, where 

The earth prolific teems wiUi mineral wealth ; 

Rich stores of lead and copper pouring forth. 

Have found their way throughout our wide domain. 

Which promise to the State a fruitful source 

Of never-failing opulence and wealth. 

Are powerful motives set before the mind. 

For occupation of this goodly land ; 

To say nought of the beauty of the country, 

Its healthfulness, salubrity of air. 

And milder climate, so delectable ; 

Its fruitful soil, and wondrous adaptation 

To ease of husbandmen in agriculture ; 
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Nought <^tfae people's hospitality, 

A hard J race of enterprising ones, 

With flush of health from every countenance beaming. 

In almost every part the mining region, 

Lead may be sought for with success, and found* 

Discoveries new are making day by day^ 

Throwing greater light upoii the situation 

Of ore ; enabling miners to direct 

Their efforts with a certainty of gain. 

Beneath cliff, limestone, which contains the ore, 

A very thin stratum of blue limestone, lies ; 

Beneath this still, a body of bro'tm sandstone ; 

In which, no veins of ore are ever traced ; 

But in the cli£^ limestone above, 'tis found 

In veins, and seams, and fissures of the rock. 

These fissures are of every size ; from leads' 

Of inch diameter, to fiAy feet. 

Large chambers these ; their walls are lined with eoat 

Of lead ore, or galena, as 'tis called, 

A foot in thickness. Hollow cavities 

Between, filled up with clay ; while layers run 

In horizontal lines across^ of ore. 

Sometimes in lumps of various sizes, found 

In day of fissures, or the soil above. 

XXVI. 

Sometimes the fissures follow horizontal 
The strata ; sometimes vertical, or oft inclined ; 
But ne'er below the sandstone they descenl $ 
Those yieUing greatest quantities of ore, 
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That eastward run in horizontal lines* 
* The copper ore's position is the same, 
Either in fissures or in small veins lyings 
And running thrmigh the same calcareous roek« 
Large fortunes in these mines have been acquired ; 
Much monej has been sunk, and labor lost, 
In many an unsuccessful, bold attempt. 
Nought ventured, nothing got, a proverb is, 
Noted in every miner's glossary ; 
Which) in prospecting, tends to spur him on, 
In which e^usiastlc quite he is* 
At mention of a big lead, or a lode. 
His eye dilates, and brightens up with joy. 
This hopes to find ; and if he should, he knows 
He's sure to make his fortune by the means. 
He drives his f»ck, and brightens ofl his spade. 
While through top-earth, firm strata, crevices, 
And blasted rock, he makes laborious way ; 
Spuming the dangers of the deep*sunk shafl, 
And hollow cave, with overhanging earth. 
The places where iJiese mines are worked, are called 
Diggings* A noted singularity their names. 
A man there dwelt, who kept a rhyming-mill. 
Informed me he collected them one day. 
And in the hopper throwing them, out came 
The following list, converted into verse : 

xxvn. 

Hard Scrabble, Fair Playv Nip and Tuck, and Patdi 
With Catholic and Whig, and Democrat to match { 
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Blue River, Strawberry, and Hoof Noggle steep, 
And Trespass, and Shake- Rag, Clay-Hole deep ; 
Beetown, Hard Times, and old Rattlesnake, 
Black -Leg, Shingle-Ridge, Babel, and Stake ; 
Satan's Light- House, Pin-Hook and Dry-Bone, 
And Swindler's-Ridge, with hazles o'ergrown ; 
Buzzard's Roost, Injunction, and the Two Brother^ 
Snake-Hollow Diggings, Black- Jack, Horse, and others ; 
As Small-Pox, Buncombe, and Peddler's-Creek, 
And Lower-Coon, Stump-Grove, and Red-Dog bleak ; 
Menominee, Rat-Tail Ridge, may measure out this^Bonnet^ 
With Bull-Branch, Upper-Coon : pour no curses oa it 1 

* xxvin. 

O ye inhabitants of this fair land ! 

To range the wild, romantic fields delighting, 

Of pleasure in this nature's wide domain ! 

When this a wilderness to ascertain. 

Inhabited by beasts of prey, and men 

More fierce than they, you need not go to search 

Annals, traditions of a by-gone race ; 

To time or period far remote go back. 

The glorious epoch to determine well, 

And that primeval era, when first dawned 

Civilization on this pleasing land — 

Culture commenced, and forests first began 

To fiill beneath the ruddy axe-man's arm. 

Cities and towns to rise up in theu: room ; 

When nurseries, orchards, cultivated fiirmi. 

And architectural domes most beautiful. 
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Within, without, with art well oraamented, 

In little rising hamlets of the West, 

Taking the place of wigwam, and the ground 

' Identical, where stood the Indian's com ; 
Still seen the remnants of deserted town. 
Nor is it needful that ye should be told 
Of ancestors here settling first this land. 
Making it fruitful, populous for you, 

^ And giving birthright, patrimony all. 
No ! no ! ye bold and enterprising men, 
Who dared to fly in &ce of regal power. 
And almost set the universe on fire, 
Defying every bar to liberty ; 
Yourselves have been the actors in these scftnesj 
The architects of your own mighty fiibric, 
Reared by the hands of human industry. 
Tour children, living witnesses of all, 
Shall tell the story to their chiklren's children, 
And boast illustrious ancestors, who made 
The wilderness and solitary place 
Alike rejoice and blossom as the rose. 
The trees surrounding their secluded mansions. 
In sign of worship wave each graceful head. 
All ornamental, fi>rth in singing break. 
Bklding a l(»ig adieu to eastern firiends, 
They left their peaceful cottages for aye. 
The abodes of civilized men for western lands, 
Awhile to endure privations, dangers, toils. 
The fertile earth, much at their coming moved, 
Gave signs of gladness, quickening joyfully, 
And multiplying its firuits a hundred-foM, 
Yax their subsistence ; welcome in the land ! 
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XXIX. 



Ye ruddy cleavere of tbe sylvan aoil, 

Who hew out timbered fkrau with so much toil ; 

This land's already fit to plough and sow. 

Without one strc^e of axe or grubbing hoe ; 

-For not a stump impedes, and not a bough. 

Not e'en a root to intercept the plough. 

Thrice happy he I the future shepherd here« 

Surrounded by his numerous fleecy care. 

Shall lead them forth beside the gentle rills, 

And send them bleating to their sunny hiUs. 

His broad expansive plains well covered o'er, 

With satiate herds domestic, bouiiteous store f 

Fit land for grazing ; here the bison fed, 

And here the lordly bull once shook his curly head ; 

The bufialo had his haunts ; huge mammoth raised 

Hb head enormous, unmolested grazed. 

Pomona here begins her happy reign. 

And smiling Ceres spreads her waving gram. 

Celestial orbs that animate the sky ! 

And aD the starry hosts that roll on high ! 

Here you fulfil your offices divine ! 

Witness, the western heavens as brightly shine 

On him who rears a cottage on Uie plain. 

At him whose mansion bounds the rolling main I 

XXX. 

Let those who will, delight in scenes oi blood, 
Bade and o'eitum whole cities, as with flood ; 
17 
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Let miien thirst for^Uy and anxious weep^ 
With such aviditj as takes their sleep ; 
Perplexed with all the cares the public bnngs, 
The wealth, the honor, and the pride of kings. 
Voluptuous pleasure, joy's excessive pall ; 
Man is not happy, pride must have its fall. 
While cheerful, I prefer a country life. 
Of rural joys possessed, and fkt from strife, 
To that of being penned up in some place^ 
Or city, where one knows not e'en the fiice 
. Of his 'next neighbor, inmate of the dome, 
Where he, himself resides, and calls it home. 
What better, then, if thou surrounded be, 
By thousands who know not, care not for thee 1 
Can the bare thoughts of these thy wants supply. 
Pestilence and famine help thee to defy ? 
Yajn hope 1 prefer the country for these ends ; 
Where all do know each other, and are friends. 

XXXI. 

Wisconsin, lovely land ! full many a year, 
The prime of my best days have I spent here ; 
Have traced thy histoiy, have seen thee rise. 
Have viewed thy every change with hopefiil eyes y 
Have looked upon thee with a look of love, 
And fbr thy rising glories fondly strove. 
Dear unto me thy illustrious founders are, 
And eadi illustrious first proprietor. » 

The lonely, wild, and pathless forest his, 
Who braved the storms of lengthy voyages ; 
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From lands remote, who could themselves deny. 

Dear as the breduren of one fiimiljr« 

hk hdd contempt e'en life itself was held ; • 

They bared their breasts to sceaes romantic, wikt*-* 

To men more savage than the beasts of God, 

In lands unknown before, where white men never trod* 

An onterprising race sprang in the East ; 
Their souls, unfettered, sought the boundless West 
They feund their way ; the forest quickly fell ; 
The stee[^es rose, and clanged their sounding bell. 
Th' appsiling war-whoop now is heard no more, 
In all die length of Mississippi's shore. 
Far west, along Missouri's distant flood, 
In bounds allotted, roves the man of blood. 

And thou, Milwaukee city ! ^ung and feir. 
And full of life, and glee, and healtMil air I 
Dear unto me thy illustrious founders' names ; 
And each bold pioneer upon my heart has claims. 
Sprung like a mushroom, growing in one day ^ 
But not like mushrooms bom to swift decay. 
I thee rejoicing saw in infant prime. 
And thy relapse lamented for a time. 

But now I thee behold in the full tide 

Of rich prosperity, and spreading wide. 

In vigorous youth, thy neat and simf^ domes, 

Thy ornamental mansions, frugal homes. 

What towers and structures thee to raise is gtvm I 

What temples sacred to the God of beairen ! 
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The ham of city life, the rattling road, 
And busy bustle stalking all abroad ; 
. Thus, ancient things receding from our view, 
All-changing time stiU brings us something new. 
Some days ago here none but red men trod, 
Employed in mirth, or strife, and paid no vows to God. 

Praise to the generous swains that guide the ploughni 
And tear the roots that bear such lofty boughs. 
Here they may live, heirs to a fruitful soil, 
And reap the due reward of every toil. 
They sow the fields, and plant the useful maize ; 
In thie wide wood* the laboring oxen graze. 
Wide spread the fields, the yellow harvests glow. 
And underneath their bridges rivers flow. 

Large vessels richly laden skim the lake, 

Spread their white sails, and frequent voyages make , 

With loads of immigrants the chain throughout, 

Ontario Lake, Chicago ends the route. 

All labors here are new beneath the sun. 

As though a new creation had begun. 

The highway opens, mountains sinking down, 

Canals and turnpikes lead into the town. 

The new-raised beacons cast a glaring light ; 
In numbers gild the stormy fiice of night ; 
Tlie seaman warn to keep the watery wide. 
And to a friendly harbor prove his guide. 
MiUs, factories rise, wherever streamlets flow ; 
On harbors good, by magic cities grow. 
A new republic of their own they raise, 
A sister State th' united head to praise. 
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Te sons of l&bor ! leave that aUmj sliore ! 

A landless poverty bemoan no more I 

A certain tract secure, make good your claim ; 

Here rise to wealth, to honor, and to fame ! 

Come to Wisconsin's ^ir and lovely land, 

Where nature sfn'eads abroad, with liberal hand, 

Her richest prairies, one sweet plain of flowers, 

With intervening groves, and beaiitfeous, hapf^ bowMt* 

XXXII. 

The pursuing army's course was intercepted, 
Agreeably, by coming oft in contact 
With numerous inland lakes that here abound. 
Transparent, and whose waters soft and tranquil. 
Abounding in the trout and finny tribes. 
By any other lakes are not surpassed. 
For nature, being in a playful mood. 
When made these scenes, did not forget to place 
A chain of isolated lakes upon their route. 
To beautify, adorn, and crown the whole 
With every rural charm and mead enchanting ; 
The rich savannas, and the sylvan scene, 
As though by decorations she intended 
To charm the hearts of this pursuing army, 
Compel them sweetly to imbibe her love. 
In their advance,^ now had they wound their way 
Along the waters of hydraulic Rock, 
The gentle south-flowing stream ascending up. 
Till they unto Lake Kosh*ko-nong arrived * 
Which but the, widening of this river is, 
17* 
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Into a most rouMUitic inland sea. 

It teems, when nature gare the rirer bM^ 

The spring, from bottom of a lake rote out 

Far north. The hdlow cavity soon fillings 

And overflewing its bounds, <]Kd burst away^ 

As if to seek the south, a milder clime. 

Til! in its course a wider'bittin found, 

Bn e o M p assed on all sides by hilly ground ; 

Stupendous amphitheatre, whose shore 

Circumference round about seven leagues or move, ' 

Which nature had, by some volition, made, 

AjmI hollowed out, designiBBg here a lake. 

Supply perpetual filled the spacious basin, 

Forming an inland sea most beautiHd, 

In ministure, the world had e'er beheld* 

Then, on its southern border breaking out. 

To water that contiguous region round. 

Its course pursues, the vale meandering through ; 

Thence seeks, by southern course, the Mexic' gul^ 

Throi^h veaters of the noble MississippL 

The pleasant lake, romantic Kosh-ko-nong, 

A name interpreted from Indian tongue, 

To signiQr the lake on which we live ; 

Because vnki rice aboiHids,. which Indkns eat 

With numerous flodis of wUd fowl is it thronged > 

Even the pelican large, and basin-lulled, 

A visit to its banks doth not disdain. 

In summer's heat resorted to for bathing ; 

Winter, a joyfrd place of recreation 

For all aleigh.riding, and skate*loving youth ; 

Also by others, who delight t' ensnM^ 

Hie luscious fish, to fromish their repast. 
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xzxni. 

The crystal bay, to all before unknown, 

Like one clear sea of glass before them shone. 

The sun displays his eve-beam, as of old, 

And gilds its banks and trees with burnished goM, 

When o'er the western mountains fiur away, 

He flings upon the snowy clouds his ray, 

A glow of radiance there no painter can, 

Inimitable by the works of man. 

There was no note of sorrow in the scene, 

The earth, the air, the river, all serene. 

The bugle note sent up its loud alarms ; 

The sounding trumpet bade them cease from arms. 

While it resounded through the plains afar. 

And told to peaceful hill and dale of waY. 

The Mb and hollow drum had ceased their sound ; 

Then arms, and steeds, and baggage, strewed tiie ground. 

Joy laughed around ; with saffron ether glows i 

O'er earth, black night her sable mantle throws ; 

While heaven's blue vault ethereal burns above, 

With twinkling myriads of the fires of Jove. 

The weary soldiers gladsome lay them down, 

Along the pleasant lake, a camping-town ; 

The sentinels keep their watch the live-long night ; 

Their steeds the herbage crop till morning light. 

XXXIV. 

Seven miles above, upon this river's bank, 
Atkinson oidered that a fort shouUl rise ; 
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Against the notdiern tribes a sure defence ; * 

Built on high ground, and to his honor called 

Fort Atkinson. Moreo'er, resolved to take 

Needful precaution, ordered Colonel Moore 

The erection of two more to superintend ; 

One on Des Plains, the other on Du Page, 

Each lying south ; and stationed soldiers there ; 

Thus did discharge the duties of a general, 

Proceeding circumspectly near the foe ; 

Careful to leave no enemy in his rear, 

Nor possible chance for one there to arise. 

Having despatched two generals, Dodge and Henry, 

Great numbers of the army, choice dragoons. 

Mounted on fleetest steeds, in hot pursuit 

Of foes retreating ; waiting not to see 

The fort's completion, but there leaving troops 

To finish and defend it, with ail speed, 

With the main army, regular troops compoauig, 

Took up his line of march, and hastened on 

To the scene of conflict on the battle-field. 

Meanwhile, Dodge, Henry, rapid marches made, 

Blade Hawk in order to o'ertake, before 

Could weary cross Wisconsin. On >he eve 

Of July twenty-first, with him came up. 

Upon its southern bank, the Blue Mounds near , 

A journey made that day of forty miles* 

Tlie Indians' usual method of attack. 

Is, to approach their foes in single column, 

Or Indian file, so called, direct behind 

Some shady tree, that intervening stands ; 

So keeping range, that each man in the filo 
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b frgin the enemy's ken completely hid. 
When they have cautious thus, and without noise. 
The tree reached, by the column's head, the rear 
MoTOs round to front, like door upon its hinge. 
Or compass' mov'ble leg ; while he, the van, 
Remains .the stationaiy pivot of the rest. 
At other times, on having thus approached, 
* A regular front they form, by whirling off 
On each side, cringing low behind the trees. 

XXXV. 

'Tis at this juncture that they raise a. cry, 
Th' appalling war-whoop's loud, terrific sound, 
At first to frighten and astound the foe. 
This was their manner here* In several files, 
Such as above described, behind large trees, 
At proper distances apart, which stood, 
Approached ; then filing ofif to right and left. 
Skulking behind contiguous trees around, 
In prompt obedience to their chiePs command, 
Themselves prepared to ope' a galling fire 
Upon the more advanced of their pursuers. 
But all their preparations, shrewdness, tact. 
And signal bravery of their captain-general, 
Efi^tually to resist the bold attacks 
Of these two generals, with their mounted men, 
Were vain ; in every quarter were defeated. 
Brave Black Hawk, mounted on a noble steed, 
Armed with a rifle, battle^xe, and swoid 
Drawn in his hand, his cavalry did rally. 
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And mt their head did make a desperate chaagl^ 

On them, which was suocessfblly resisted. 

The mounted men, their valiant generals, too, 

In service of their country, zeal displayed, 

Encomiiuns, and the highest praise deserving. 

Black UAwk himself and all his warriors brave, 

Defeated were, and routed ; three-score souls 

Lie coki in death, of Blaclc Hawk's valiant hand. 

Nought but the troops, &tigued by such a march. 

And battle, and^the fidling of dark night. 

Preserved the foe from total loss of all. 

They crossed Wisconsin, to an isle where lay 

Their fiimHies. Instant, Dodge could not them Mow, 

For want <^ boats and necessary rafts. 

The Indians sorely chafed were in their minds ; 

Their bodies lean, emaciate had become. 

For lack of food. They seldom have on hand 

Provisions much, and what they had, was gone ^ 

And, for subsistence farther, they had not ; 

Dependent on the hunt, and killing game. 

This is, at best, a slim and poor dependence. 

An army to supply ; especially now, 

When they were so much straightened and coined, 

Pursued and circumscribed in all their movements. 

The safety oi their persons, too, required 

They should not venture out from their main campi 

So fitr as wouM admit of hunting food. 

Hence, their reliance to sustain their lives. 

Was mainly on the roots and bark of trees. 

And flesh of steeds, obliged to slay and eat 

Black Hawk, behokiing th' evil 'bottt to cteije 
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On him^ and his deroted army, broken 
Already, and dfemayed, resolved, at once, 
To leave the isle, ^nd cross Wisconsin stream. 
Without delay make his retreat, hewe'er 
Disastrous, o'er the Mississippi. Part 
His troops went down Wisconsin — fell a pny 
To watchful s<Mers stationed on the banks* 



XXXVI. 

Meanwhile, with regular army, Atkinson, 
Precipitous, by a journey of three days, 
Fiom Koshoko-nong arrived ; determined ^ndg^l 
On quick-constructed rafts to cross the stream^ 
And by ferced marches overtake the fee ; 
Altht>ugh, in sultry season, now the troops, 
Worn down, were much exhausted with fiit^e. 
Four days, and aU things ready made, the trOq>s, 
And army und^r Atkinson's command. 
Crossed at Helena— took their line of march 
. Northwest ; believing, that this course pursued, 
Would lead in contact with the India&^s trail. 
Nor were they disaf^inted with vain hopes ; 
For Atkinson, perceiving by their tmil, 
Them several days i^ead, ^hich MrouM requk« 
The utmost expedition to o'ertake. 
Before they could the Mississippi cross. 
That he might give them on its eastern side 
A battle, which he coveted of them. 
Determined leaving all his baggage-wagons, 
And everything his progress would retard. 
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Thk done, by speed accelerate he advanced, 
Fdlowtng Ibe narrow, beaten track thej made, 
And on their iear»guard gaining rapidly. 

XXXVII. 

Between Wiiconsin Bluffit and Kickapoo, 
Through which the troops by this retreat were led* 
A hilly country lies, of mountain range. 
Behold ! no sooner did they reach the top 
Of one high, almost perpendicular hill, 
Than they descended down the opposite side. 
By a decUviiy as steep and rare. 
Unto another's base ; while narrow vales 
Between, were filled with shallow, muddy water— 
Som^imes, but deep ravines, with muddy banks* 
In these, and on the summits of the hills. 
Tall grew the fi>rest-trees of heairiest size. 
With undergrowth of thorn and prickly ash, 
Whu^h oft in spots so thickly filled the ground, 
'Twas difficult for men to clamber i^ 
This hurried and £ttiguing march o'er sueh 
A rugge^ country, so replete with toil. 
Without a murmur was by them endured ; 
For it could not be said their souls became 
Discouraged by the way, or wished return ; 
But, as they neaied the fi>e, increased desire. 
And ardor, prompted greater efforts still. 
Being fi)r journey long in better plight. 
And spirits, too, with more hilarity, 
Ibre bounteously ibd and clothed with^, 
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Than their dejected, half.stanred Indiim ^b^ 
Continued conatantlj the gaining ground, 
Out-travelling them by aeveral miles each daj, 
A.g pkinly by encampments did appear* 

xxxvnt. 

Now, from these cliffs and caverns dark emerging. 
The pndrie spreads its rolling billows surging ; 
The sea-green, grassy billows waving liigh, 
Moved by the gentle zephyrs of the sky, 
The warrior and his courser tread again^ 
And (muff the fragrance of the flowery plain ; 
Enjoy the freshness of the cooling breeze* 
His steed, the verdure waving round his l^ees. 
Essays to crop ; oft catching as they pass 
The tempting bait, a flower, or lock of grass* 



xxxn* 

WhUe Alkinson and army, steadily. 
With zeal and courage fixed, the foe pursue, 
We'll take the freedom to digress a little, 
To give the reader more account succinct. 
Of sceneiy and resources of the country, 
O'er which this late retreat was so conducted ; 
And of its present state — ^by whom 'tis peopled, 
And of the wondrous change has here been wrought, 
Since ^irirites possessed and claimed it for their home. 
Premising what we say applies full well 
To Northern Dlinds, Wisconsin, too, 
18 
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May not amis« be, also, here to stajte, 

Iowa doth reBon^^ this good land* 

Wisconsin, from its river chief so called, 

Was under territorial law ordained 

In eighteen-thirtj-six, and oi^anized ; 

And Dodge thereof first governor was appointed . 

Pursuant to this order. Congress gave 

A Legislative council, and the House* 

Enacted Was a code of laws, and published ; 

Courts civil instituted, judges made. 

And off'cers of the peace appointed then. 

Justice administered to every ckss, 

And good observance of the laws maintained. 

Great was the rancor of contending parties ; 

Of litigation following seemed no end, 

Long since subsided ; harmony now prevails. 

Among the first and most remarkable 

Of causes brought before this new tribunal. 

Hie trial of an Indian criminal was ; 

Tried for the murder of a pale-&ced man, 

Snrveyor on Bock river, Burnett called. 

He, with a Captain Clymah, was exploring 

The country there — came to the Indian's camp, 

To tarry for the night, as ofl had done ; 

When he was struck by him, whose trial waitSt 

Clyman's right arm was wounded by a shot ; 

But fortunate, effected his escape, 

And, by a journey long, through wood and vild. 

Arrived in safety at Milwaukee town 
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His crime to justify, the Indian plead, 

His father by a white man had been tMni 

That it became a t>in<yng duty on him, 

Imperious, solemn, not to be diispensed witin^ 

Due to his tribe, According to their laws, 

And to his sire deceased, to avenge his death, 

Bj shedding of the blood of some white man. 

Which could not be atoned for otherwise^ 

His duty he had done, was satisfied* 

His plea weighed light, and sentence passed of death | 

But afterwards, was granted his reprieve; 

For what good cause, the following lines wfll show : 

Por lo ! soon after this, another crime. 

Committed ere this trial came to clgse, 

Of deeper dye, which in the shade Uiis cast. 

And threw a gloom of melancholy o'er 

Hie infant village. Milwaukee became 

Too soon die scene of tragical events ; 

Its peaceful streets polluted by die blood 

And lifeless body of a mttrdered Indian. 

Murdered by Indians ? no I by two white men. 

Say not they're men, nor so disgrace the name ; 

Call not such mongers of the human form. 

Countenance them not, nor own them as our feUows^ 

A crime committed imder circumstances 

More aggravated, heinous than the former ; 

Far less excusable to palliate. 

These felons, inmates of die village jail, 

Ne'er had a trial there, but vrere let loose. 
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They either broke thence of themselres, or IbuiiJ 
Secret assittance in their prompt escape. 
And set at liberty by hands unimown ; 
To be the fiu^ the latter is supposed* 
One since has met die punishment his due. 
Hung for a second murder, of his friend-. 
So rumor says ; not heard firoc yet the other* 

XLI. 

The trial of the Indian followed soon ; 

Allowed, by all, it was a trial fraught 

With consequences greats not only to the Indians, 

But to the in&nt State just rising up* 

Rumor had said, the Indians were in council 

Gathered at Ottawa, five hundred strong. 

Threatening attack on neighboring villages ; 

Milwaukee and Chicago to be razed. 

When prairie-grass fi>r Indian ponies grew* 

Now, many people entertained their fears. 

The Indians, stirred to anger by this outrage, 

Would fly to arms, exterminate the whites, 

Milwaukee and the country round it lay. 

Junneau, proprietor, and first inhabitant, 

Whose knowledge of the Indians greater was 

Than other men's, consulted was, if he 

Did think it needful that a ft>rt should rise, 

Milwaukee 'midst, the tribes to overawe. 

His answer was, he did not think it needful. 

No troops were sent. Some blamed him much for thb } 

The soundness of his judgment time has proved. 
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. As wUte men guilty of a crime m^e flagrant^ 
Had been released unpunished, it did seem 
No more than right, bj equitable judgment^ 
He should escape the rigor of thQ law ; 
An o&ei just, against their liberation* 
Indeed, there seemed to be no othe^ course 
The judges could pursue, by which t' evade 
The charge of base injustice to the Indians, 
Reckless connivance at their people's crimes. 
Sentence of death, therefore, to execute, 
Far would it be from giving satis&ction 
To any party ; much less to the Indians ; 
Who, though they'd sold their lands, were in the countiy. 
Still in possession of the soil ; yet more, 
According to the articles of treaty. 
Two years to come were privileged to remain ; 
And if this case could not be so disposed oi| 
With their ideas of justice to accord, 
Inimical to the whites they might become. 
And cause much serious trouble and alarm* 
Indeed, the sentiment ^emed universal 
Throughout the territory, that, as white men 
Had been let go, or suffered to escape 
Due punishment, for similar offence, 
An equitable judgment did require 
The prisoner's prompt release ; and that this course 
A needfiil policy had now become, 
In order to conciliate the tribes. 
Their &vor and their confidence m ain t ain. 
18» 
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XUI. 

Judge F ^ al<^e, sdemed an^otttf AM tiMF liir 

In all its penakies severe shoidd M 
On one devoted head. Much teal displajed 
In cause so sanguine ; he the prisoner ddotoM 
To death. But, by the noble clemency 
Of Dodge, was pardoned, to the satisftctidi^ 
As we believe, of every human else ; 
And, if we be permitted thus to speak. 
And venture an opinion of our own, 
■ Our exc^ent governor would, in point of tad, 
Civil and military, well compare with 
Great Alfred \ Who the way has led. 
On princes highest honors shed. 
Great legislator ! vrisest, best. 
Of old a pattern for the rest ! 
In law a great refbtm thou road'st ; 
Inhuman customs all fbrbad'st f 
First in that earljr barbarous age. 
When babbling ignorance passed for sage. 
Establbhed codes of common law, 
Observed till now with fear and aWe. 
The same undaunted spirit lead 
Our counsellors in the cause they {dead ; 
That suffering virtue be redressed, 
Thb land with heavoily influence blessed. 

XLin. 

To this judicious and prudential measure, 
. The prisoner's counsel did contribute^ Arnold. 
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A just petkion, fthd the manes obtained, 
And signatures of citizens great nmnbenr; 
Which said petition to Uie govemcHr sent. 
Business more livelj, money plenty, more, 
Or bettcfr tinlies, than ill Wisconsin now, 
Known never was. Ne'er did the manki rage 
Of speculation to extreme so great. 
In one fidr smnmer's epoch, rose the town, 
Milwaukee jonng, lour hundred edifices. 
New-built, and painted ; immigration's dawn* 
The business speculations of the day, 
Consbted principally in future towns, 
And would-be cities, handsomely portrayed 
On paper. These locating, selling lots. 
Parcels thereof to whomsoe'er would buy. 
Already occupied in fancy's brain. 
More worth than they will ever be again ; 
Who each improvement in the fiiture saw. 
In purchasing and vending of their claims. 
Improvements on the lands of government. 
The country, with bank-notes and wild-cat moneys 
Was inundated. Then thc^ public lands 
Were into maifiet ushered. Then, O death I 
Death to the hopes of many at speeiitoo^, 
And greedy occupant of public lands \ 
Jackson his specie circular had sent forth^ 
Charging receivers of the public moneys 
To take but gold and silver for the land — 
Bank paper was but rags, a thing of nought. 
Then followed, 'mong the business-doing men. 
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Merchants, and capitaliits, such great depretfioii, 
Distress financial, as had not been known 
In this, or one preceding generation* 
Then came the si^ of lands, and fortunate, 
Extremely, those who had the means to buy. 
These were to buy the claimants' lands permitted. 
At price but minimum, by Congress fixed ; 
Which they, according to arrangements made. 
Previous transferred immediate to the claimant 
For double sum, with interest until paid, 
Secured by mortgage on the lands thus sold ; 
Doubling their money thus upon the spot 
For speculation greater, ne'er was chance, 
Embraced by all whom money thus enabled ; 
Gladly accepted on the claimants' part. 
During first sale, which several weeks did last, 
Six hundred thousand dollars were received 
At one land-office in Milwaukee city. 
The raging of the mania, fiirther hear, 
As in the following stanzas doth appear : 

XLIV. 

The Wisconsin fever ! for oh, I did never 
Witness such doings before ! 
The people run mad, or what was as bad-. 
And flocked to the Michigan shore- 

And this was their ditty, O Milwaukee city, 
A second great London must be I 
In the United States there is nothinfr that rates 
With Milwaukee city, you'll see. 
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Speeuktioii high ran, the ci'.j began, 

Tlie lots £br ten thousands were sold ; 

Great London was fi>un«'.ed, nine miles surroundedt 

Each foot of marsh wcith as much gold. 

And then every day you would hear them say, 
Our property doubles to-morrow ; 
And if you don't buy, you'll exclaim, with a sigh, 
I missed it for all, to my sorrow. 

But lots soon came down in this noble town. 
From thousands to fifties, alas ! 
And many great folks bought oxen and yokes, 
And retired to their furrows of grass. 

The farmers in bands, on gQvemment lands, 
Made claims, and for thousands they sold ; 
The first in possession, as seemed the impression. 
Had property better than gold. 

But the times are now changed, and all is deranged ; 
They'd happy yet happy remain. 
If the title to lands, now placed in their hands. 
Were worth but as much as a claim. 

The high-sotded, the honest, and those who had credil» 
With funds that were borrowed, built large ; 
Soon pay-day came round, and then it was found 
They could not answer the charge. 

A war with the banks spread throughout all ranksf 
And blew a most terrible bUist ; 
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The merchants bud raving, no prospect of saruifi 
And all went to ruin at last. 

Let the people be sober, and wisely give over 
Their hatred, their malice, and pride. 
Their wild speculation, and seek their salvation, 
By each one's securing a bride. 

Then all will be well, and the aged will tell 
Their generations yet to come, 
The evils endured, when first they secured 
In this lone desert a home. 

The Milwaukee town, destined for renown* 
In all her grandeur shall rise ; 
From ten thousand domes of happiest hooiei. 
Her smokes will ascend to the skies. 
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SCENES IN THE WEST. 



CANTO V. 



THE ARGUMBHT. 



A tohmr dMcr^ttion of Scenes in the West — ^A legendof the lUindi lrib» 
of Indians, showing in what manner they became eztin^. 



' Thu country's eveiywkere supplied with riven; 
Severid of these a southern c<mrse pursue, 
And swell the tide of noble Ulinots, 
Which, from the north, nuis central through the State 
That bears its name. And, also, with this streamy 
Canal and lake cmijoin In prospect fiur, 
Forming an imobstructed watery road, 
Internal^ grand communication through. 
From Gotham's mart, to souUiem town Orleans i 
8L Louis, central city, intervenes* 

II* 

What scenes we know not once did. |Mt I 
For Uood hath flowed up<m the grass, 



.^ 



^f 
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Whkh wares upon these beauteous pkins 
From dying men and heroes' Veins ! 
And, here, we tread on bolj ground. 
The dust of unknown millions round 1 
Here, mighty nations in their pride. 
Ambitious lived, lamented died. 
So say the walls of Aztalan, 
Refdete with ancient woriLs of man. 
So speaks the monumental mound. 
Time couki not level to the ground. 
We know they lived, but who, or ^latt 
Their origin and end forgot ! 



in. 

O! since there is a later race. 
Of which we can some history trace. 
Hie legend we will here relate, 
Whkh shows their vidor, and their fiUa. 
For, on this river's eastern shore, 
Once dwelt the Illinois of yore, 
A9 Indian tribe of power and fiune. 
From whence the country takes its name. 
Quite small in numbers, when compared 
With northern tribes, with whom they warred 
Provoking them, incurred their hate. 
And hence, their sovereign doom and fiUe. 
Declare, O muse ! the signal hour 
When sprung the strife, and from what power I 
Encroaching oft upon the ground 
. Where Pottawatamies abound. 
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Time immemoria], the war 

Had lasted, stained their lands with gore* 

The Pottawatamies, at length, 

Enraged, arose in all their strength, 

Prone to exterminate that race, 

The puny nation, their disgrace. 

A general council now thej call, 

Of chiefs and warriors, great and small ; 

Their place of rendezvous, on Fox, 

Hie Illinois there interlocks. 

Upon its western banks, and near 

Where northern bounds of foes appear. 



IV. 

Assembled, Zash-u-on-a rose. 
The big-armed chie( in whom repofo 
The cares paternal of his State^ 
And thus, began he to relate : — 

Time immemorial, began 
This niinois, perfidious clan, 
To interrupt our peaceful haunts 
With .violence, robbery, and taunts. 
This we have suffered long and bore. 
Still do they insult us more and more. 
Enough ! 'tis time to break their bands, 
Hiey well deserve it at our hands. 
I first advise each valiant chie^ 
With chosen troops, in bold relief 
A single band for each and all, 
10 
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On village singled out shall fall. 

Each, suddenly, upon the fbe^ 

And cut them off alhat a blow. 

Thus shall the perjured meet their end, 

And deeds of gloiy us attend. 

So spake, and sat, and silence reigned ; 

His speech presumed had well obtained. 



Next Pi-a-se-ka upward rose, 
And chief to chief in thoughts oppose. 
Addressing thus the chief, he said : 
'Tis rare that I that hoary head 
Of thine oppose ; but, when the State 
Requires me to address the great, 
I'll speak my sentiments as true. 
And thou, O chief! shalt hear it too. 
And counsel wiser wilt not spurn, 
Man never is too old to learn. 
Then hear my words ; it will not do — 
We must another course pursue ; 
Three thousand warriors we can raise, 
For deeds of valor, lasting praise. 
Assembling in one band our might, 
This is the surest way to fight. 
Then, one by one, united strong, 
We'll sweep their villages along — 
Surrounding, killing, burning all. 
And wigwam after wigwam fall ; 
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nU we have passed their scantj realm, 

And finished all to overwhelm. 

Thus riiall we purchase great renown. 

And glory all our efforts crown. 

This is the plan that I advise ; 

Speak, those experienced, brave and wise. 

A jarring intercourse began, 

Speech followed speech, man after man. 

Till no decbion seemed to sway. 

Is this or that the better way ; 

While angry looks and words, were riftv 

Proclaimed the growing of the strife. 



VI. 



The Illinois were soon apprized, 
The plot their enemies devised. 
A spy had soughl their council-hall ; 
Concealed, and overhearing all. 
Had hastened to his tribe forlorn ; 
Collected, by the coming morn, 
A hundred warriors, hastened back. 
And on their council made attack 
By night, and laid a hundred dead, 
' Before, in their surprise, they fled ; 
Expecting all the tribe in mass. 
Had fidlen on them in that pass. 
The spy pursued them all that night, 
And slew a hundred more in flight ; 
Then gathering up the scalps that lay, 
On his return, at dawn of day. 
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He crossed the noble Ulenoy» 
His heart elate with martial joy, 
And high before his nation's sight, 
Held up the trophies of the fight. 
To their surprise, the nation's boon ; 
But yengeance, vengeance, followed soon ! 



vn. 

Who was this spy returned with joy ? 

The bravest chief of Ulenoy ! 

0-na«we-quah, in battle brave, 

Done much his people's lives to save. 

He now addressed them ; brothers, said. 

Dark night has left the dastards dead. 

The arm of Illinois is &te ; 

His enemy has felt its weight. 

His squaws do in their wigwams mourn ; 

Daric is the path of his return. 

But fell revenge is in his breast ; 

Those who have given him unrest. 

He'll strive to slay, and us destroy ; 

But ready stands the Illenoy. 

He knows the war-path, and he goes 

ExuUingly to meet his foes. 

The rock that Manitou has given 

Is close at hand, and high to heaven, 

From whence we'll roll upon the foe 

Destruction, if it must be so. 

What say, my brothers ? O-na-'quah 

Has spoke ; his word alone's not law. 
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A murmur of approval ran 
Through all the camp, from man to man, 
Determined to defend their grounds. 
Till death should settle other bounds. 



vm. 

While they their safety thus contrived, 
The Pottawatamies arrived ; 
Close on their track had fi>llowed soon, 
And found the place they landed om 
The shore with shouts of vengeance rung 
As lightly on the turf they sprung. 
These they decoyed in a ravine. 
Narrow, where nought but rocks were seen ; 
Surrounding them, began to throw 
Arrows and stones upon the foe, 
From high impenetrable rock, 
While in the deep defile they flock. 
Down stones and arrows fall in showers, 
And driving rock their strength o'erpowers ; 
They sink beneath the flinty rain. 
Two hundred warriors fell down slain. 
Retreat was difficult made here. 
The van prevented by the rear ; 
Until destruction vastly great, 
Caused all their ardor to abate j 
Retreating, crossed the lUenoy, 
And lefl the tribes they would destroy. 
19* 
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The Poltawat&miefl, appalled, , 
Another counci] quickly called. 
Revenge and rancor, ruthless swaj, 
The ruling passions of Lhe day. 
Had iaat a hrotheff some a son. 
And each a friend, since war begun ; 
Must be revenged upon the foe, 
To wipi^ away the stain of wo. 
Their safety, too, wob all at Sftake, 
Unless they signal vengeance take* 
To spare the foe, wai hut to fall 
Themielves, and ykAd to numbers small* 
*Hken, raising all their force, at length, 
Three ihousand warriora, in their strength, 
Resolve they will return no more. 
Till iUenoy is steeped in gore ; 
And this perSdious nation pay 
The cost of such a bloody fray. 



Meantime, the Illinois prepared 
To meet the dreadful storm declared* 
Through all his realm the chief did send, 
These orders on his worda attend ; 
0-na-we-quah doth send to call. 
From every village, great and small, 
Commanding that there none remain^ 
But bring their cornt and stores, and grmiii, 
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To "vA^re their foes of late did fall, 
Forthwith assembling with their aU. 
Thence, as thej trace the river down. 
They'll see a rock of towering crown, 
A hundred feet above the stream, 
That peaceful bj its base doth gleam. 
Obedient to their leader's call, 
They near the place assemble all ; 
Two thousand soiils, in signal hour, 
The remnant of a tribe of power, 
By^savago war&re dwindled down 
From ancient splendor and renown ; 
Before the rock of refuge stood,* 
Their subterfuge from men of blood. 
Provisions on its top they laid. 
And preparations needful made, 
In case of their defeat, to stand 
A siege against a stronger band. 
0-na-we-quah, the people's soul, 
Left some the passes to control ; 
Then, with the rest, he made his way 
High up the stream, the foe at bay. 
To watch their motions, and annoy 
Their fierce descent down Illenoy. 
ConcealUig all his trusty ranks 
Behind the bushes ou the banks. 
Prepared to give the cautious foe 
A warm reception from his bow. 
He hoped them to decoy on shore, 
To l>eat them where he did before* 
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Thi« done, he saw them on the way, 
Descending down in dread arraj, 
In several hundred hirge canoes, 
All manned, and rowed by savage crews. 
Aloof they kept, away they bore. 
Till they beheld men on the shore ; 
Then came to land, in hopes that they 
Could make their enemies their prey. . 
But, when they followed till they saw 
The deep ravine, they did withdraw. 
And turned with a sarcastic smile, 
From entering into that defile. 
They would not follow there again. 
Because the banks were lined with men 
Lest they should meet defeat, yet more, 
Be forced again to quit the shore. 
Embarking, landed lower down, 
Intending to attack a town ; 
But O-na-we-quah did repair 
Unto the place, and met them there. 
Then, chief to chie^ and hand to hand, 
They fought, and struggled up the land. 



XI. 

The Illinois now sought the wood. 
Defend them there, they better could ; 
Pursued with rage, compelled to flee 
Before the Pottawatamie. 
Here, keeping from the sight of foesi 
Continued well to ply their bows, 
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And springing on from tree to tree, 
And managing most skilfully, 
Slew many of th' approaching fi)e8 
By sudden darts and furious blows. 
Tliey scattered in the forest wide ; 
When came their enemies beside, 
They bounded on them close in fight. 
And sealed their eyes in lasting night. 
Sometimes, by mortal stabs, each died, 
With weapon In him, side by side. 
While both a mutual vengeance plead, 
And claim the glory of the deed. 
The Illinois, in battle brave. 
Done all he could his tribe to save ; 
But, over-matched by numerous foes, 
Threei times his number to oppose. 
Pursued with fierceness, rage, and glee, 
Reduced to last extremity, 
Compelled, with native courage bold. 
To make retreat to his strong hold. 
Knowing the paths that thither led, 
^Much better than pursuers did. 
Arrived in season to ascend 
The rock with all that him attend. 

xn. 

The foe arrived, and in surprise. 
Cast up the towering rock their ejea ; 
Where they beheld a darkening line 
Along its summit^ high entwine. 
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Figures ; and from them came a shoul 
Of long defiance, round about ; 
Which echoed and re-echoed round ; 
The adjacent rocks return the sound. 
The water round it roildlj gleams, 
The sun threw out his evening beams 
Upon the silent hosts there laj, 
So late engaged in bloody fraj. 
Besiegers sought, throughout the night. 
To find a passage where they might 
Ascend the rock and scale the walls ; 
The efilbrt vain, and them appals. 
Of places found, there was one dent, 
And this of difficult ascent. 
Which led to perpendicular shel^ 
That one must pass but by himself. 
Then through a crevice m the rock, 
Bare one admitting, not a Qock. 
And this was strongly fortified. 
High up along the mountain's side ; 
And near the top a strong defence, 
To cast invaders down from thence. 

This was the only passage found, 
All perpendicular else around. 
Besiegers make attempts to storm 
This castle in that only form. 
And now begin they to ascend ; 
Deep silence on their steps attend. 
In single file each foHowod each. 
The way in which they ^ink to reach 
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The mount abore. With care proceed ; 
Then clambering up as they have need, 
Step after step, the rocky steep, 
T* avoid in daric a fatal leap, 
Fast holding to the shrubs that grew 
In rocky crevices in view. 
To save them from a backward foe, 
A fiill into the deep below. 
Sometimes assisting some the rest, 
To climb a higher cliff or crest. 
Until at length they gained the height. 
And the last barrier hove in sight 

XIII. 

No sound above upon the air. 

Did indicate they knew them there. 

The wary leader crept along. 

In breathless silence 'fore the throng, 

Up to the barricade, to see. 

And raised his head most stealthfully 

Above the breast. work, to discern 

What of their station he could learn. 

The last sad look he ever gave, 

A hatchet's blow his forehead clave. 

A horrid war-cry instant rose. 

And retribution on their foes^ 

Most terrible in high degree. 

Did follow simultaneously. 

Down fell on them, like Uiunder's shodt, 

A ponderous, huge, and jagged rock. 
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Which swept the passage where they lay, 
. And followed down the narrow way. 
Its hugeness filled the opening made, 
And the whole passage did invade, 
The narrow, deep defile, or glen, 
Which now was full of armed men; 
And gathering force, it leaps amain, 
And thunders down upon the plain^ 
Fast crushing out the lives and souls 
Of all before it as it rolls. 
Some sought to fly. A dreadful flight ! 
With no soft couch whereon to light ; 
Down, headlong down, they fled, they fled ; 
The rock below received them dead. 
A pause ensued ; an awful pause ! 
Then rose a shout of wild applause, 
And joy, upon the midnight air. 
From those from death delivered there. 
Then was there heard the doleful groan, 
The mortal sigh, the low-like moan, 
Of wounded, sufifering men alloyed. 
Whose lives not wholly yet destroyed. 
With glee they cast them from the height ; 
And when arose the mom's clear light. 
It shone upon a human pile, 
Whose end was dire, and glory vile. 

XIV. 

The grief of Dlinbis gr6w less^ 
Hif soul revived by such success i 
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Beliered the foe would now retire, 
And leave him to his heart's desire. 
He much rabtaken was in this ; 
The fi>e, convinced their future bliss 
Destruction of their foes involved. 
To pen and starve them here resolved. 
The Ulinois were well supplied 
With food ; neglecting to provide 
A fount of water at the first, 
Began to suffer much from thirsty 
And set about them to devise 
Some method to procure supplies. 
On this depended their salvation, 
With this, impregnable their station^ 
The J ropes of bark tied all in one. 
And vessels by this means let down, 
To draw out of the river's brink. 
What they, or die, must have to drinkt 
But ah ! their cruel foes were near ; 
No water could ascend them here. 
Fast as the cords were gently lowered. 
They cut them off with knife or sword ; 
Till no more vessels there remained, 
Nor drop of water was obtained. 
Now, half-way down the rock was found 
A belt of shrubbery reaching round ; 
By careful clinging fast to this. 
One round can pass and view th' abyss. 
And now it was proposed, that one 
Should in the calm of night go dowOi 
20 
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Adhering close on hands and kneoa. 
Descending by the shrubs and treesi 
Below, enough contriye to bring 
To keep from instant perishing. 
This, by a chieftain bold and young. 
His song of death uprising sung ; 
Who volunteered, 'mid suflferings riib, 
Devoted, at the risk of life. 
For the salvation of his tribe, 
Attempted was, without a bribe. 

XV. 

Sometimes holdi^ by a point, 
Where'er the craggy rocks disjoint ; 
Sometimes letting himself down 
By a bending cedar's crown. 
Whose roots in opening chillis grew fiinr, 
Arrived at length where rocks grew bare ^ 
Then, looking upward, round on all, 
Thought of th' ascent and downward fiiS, 
And consequences that involve 
This great and dangerous resolve. 
Resolved his journey to pursue. 
Firm taking hokt of one that grew 
Above the rest ; beneath his weight 
It bent, and swung him down the liei|^ 
But here the rock was smooth of &ce, 
' His feet could find no resting-place ; 
And further he conM not proceed. 
Return, abandon must tke deed. 
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More fitti to Uf iiq>p6K dolli diag; 
And now he gare an upwaxd tpring— 
The roots did craek beneath his weight * 
He clung convulstveiyy though late. 
It broke quite Cfom its fartenfag there; 
Then heurd a shriek of wil4 <lespairy 
And solemn plunge in deeps below. 
Resounding to the height of wo* 
For those above had watched his way 
In breathless silence, listening lay, 
The shriek perceived, the [dunge he gave. 
And knew him lifeless on the wave. 
Despair fell on them as in storm ; 
Thirst, with his pale and meager fimn, 
Stalked fiercely round. The chiklren cried 
For water first, and gasped and died. 
And then the female, and less strong. 
With fevered brain and swollen tongue. 
Next sturdy men, and diiefe unblest. 
Laid down in their last sleep to rest ; 
Or else, with language uttering nought, 
Or soundsw uncouth, with misery firaught, 
With heated blood and lips parched dry. 
And firenzied wildness, fiery eye, 
In madness of delirium throw 
Themselves into the deep below. 



XVI. 

Still left were those who watched die height, 
And gates and walls by day and ni|^t« 
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Days patted : their niimbere lessened more, ' 
And fell to ninety and three-score. 
These had not lost their courage all. 
And ancient glory whence their fiiU* 
True, was their sun of brightness shorn, 
And shone not <m them as in mom 
Of better days, in early bloom, 
When foes confronting met their doom 
From their decrees ; and when ihey gare 
To hospitality the brave, 
And done their will. But still they seem 
. In glory of that brightening beam. 
Like fitllen angels from their height 
Of heaven supreme ; still shining bright 
Their glory but eclipsed. Still great. 
And mighty to accomplish late, 
All, all that sufiering men could need. 
To stamp with glory their last deed. 
Determined to go down below. 
With what remained attack the foe. 

XVII. 

That O-na-'quah, beloved chie( 
Was still alive, was some relief, 
Although his sinewy frame and strong. 
Emaciate was, through sufiering long ; 
Yet was his spirit still the same. 
As when victoriously he came 
In joyous springes most glorious clime, 
From fields of battle in his prime— > 
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And gathering kis j'emaining few, 
Declared the course he would pursue. 
Shall we stay longer pent up here, 
Like women warriors, slain by fear? 
The glory of our tribe is gone ! 
Seek we existence to prolong ? 
And give, to our avenging fees, 
A triumph greater than our woes ? 
Already are our wariors dead ! 
Beneath this turf their lowly bed f 
Their wonted voices cease to sound, 
Gone to the happy hunting-ground ! 
Our squaws and chiklren buried since, 
High on this rock of our defence. 
We yet are left ! Wait we for what? 
Shall we die here, and be fergot? 
Without one noble effort, wait 
Till death shall come, unbar the gate 
Of our strong castle, and destroy 
What mbrtal men can but annoy ? 
And let in on us coward foes, 
Glad witnesses of all our woes ? 
Or, shall we prove unto our foe. 
That vengeance yet is ours, though slow ? 
And strength unto our arms belong, 
The Ulinois in death is strong? 
Come, let us cut our way through ho&^ 
And, from our fees, dismiss the ghosts ; 
That they n^ay tell, to shades below, 
They fell not by a feeble foe^ 
20* 
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Well tlaj of them untU we're dedl ; 
And then, at leait, it iiliftll be Miid, 
We pasied not unrerenged away, 
To regions of iounoitel day, 
With any fear, or marici of shame, 
To blast the glory of o«r Mone* 
Come on ; the war-club we wiM wiiM; 
Escape, or death, shall crown die ML 

xvin. 

ApproTing murmurs on the ak, 
Ran round the little circle there» 
Each seized his club, and eyed the gate 
Of their descent. Some fire, though late, 
Did kindle in each bosom there, 
A spark to save them from despair. 
The chief beheld his words had sway ; 
An omen good — then led the way. 
Down went the remnant of a race 
That once had &me, and pride, and phu^ 
'Mong nations mighty of the earth ; 
How vain their ancient power and woitht 

XIX. 

Dariuiess enveloped mount and htwii. 
As they descended, ere the dawn ; 
Their noise astoniftihed much the &e, 
The sentinels watching dowti belo#. 
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They heard with iit^oiider, gate th' alliin6, 
Of something that 4kl omen harm <; 
As ghosts of those they fitncled fled, 
Were coming to avenge the dead* 
But onward came the littie band. 
And, in a moment, hand to hand. 
Struggled in <H>nflict 6n the lawb. 
But all their fortaier strength seemed gooe. 
Their clubs refused l^ieir Woric to do, 
Their blows fbU feeble, &int aiid few ; 
By famine weakened and depressed. 
The will was there, but not the rest. 
But O-na-'quah did seem alone 
Endued with prowess not his own ; 
And wonderful, the astonished fees 
Gave way before his sturdy blows. 
His arm did keep the fee at bay. 
And opened for his friends a Way, 
In which they followed on in train ; 
But in the rear tihey fell as rain. 
Yet onward passed the mighty chief^ 
His foes' affiight, his fmnds' lelief ^ 
The crowd dividing, breaking through ; 
His friends the closing path pursue. 
Shouts in the rear disturb the air 
And augur there was carnage lliere. 
But sixteen passed secure aloi^ 
The dark defile adiidst the thlrong. 
Unto the shore they held their way, 
To where their fees' tano^ did lay ; 
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Hard pressed, into the vessels sprung. 

The shore with imprecations rung. 

All but the chief of Illenoy ; 

Who, turning to his friends in joy. 

Now seated in their foes' canoes, 

Haste and anxiety profuse ; 

Fly, followers ye of O-na-'qua* ! 

Make sure your Safety while you may ! 

O-na-'quah needs your aid no more 1 

Down stream ply every useful oar ! 

Go I he repeated, as he saw 

Them wait, and call for O-na-'quah. . 

Go ! leave me, leave me, on the shore ! 

Our tribe, our nation, is no more ! 

Life is not needful hence to me ; 

Nor do I longer wish to be ! 

My cruel foes I now defy ; 

I'll stay, and with my kindred die ! 

Live ye, the woful tale to tell, 

How much we suffered, how we fell I 

They seized their paddles, cut the tide. 

Before their prows the waves divide. 

XX. 

He, like a lion, stood at bay. 
His foes around in dread array ; 
None dared approach, for fear of harm. 
In reach of his uplifted arm. 
Reproached them thus, widi bitter taunts» 
For having so disturbed his haunts : 
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Ye cowards, dastards, as ye are ! 
Remember how, in battles fair, 
How oft we have defeated you, 
When you had hundreds, we but few ; 
And caused your bravest chiefs to die, 
And turned your boasted victory 
To slaughter and promiscuous flight, 
Your brighlest day to sudden night. 
Come singly on, and you shall know 
I make no flight from such a foe. 
Your bravest shall before me lie, 
A desperate efibrt ere I die. 
At length a chief in prime of youth. 
Provoked by jeers of so much truth, 
With hatchet raised above his head, 
To strike his tribe's reviler dead, 
Ran fiercely up ; loud clamors rung, 
0-na-we-quah upon him sprung 
Like lion fierce, and bore him down ; 
Theli seized his hair, and defied his crown, 
As tigers seize upon their prey. 
While on the earth beneath he lay. 
That moment was his foe's long knife 
Sheathed in the vitals of his life. 
While underneath unslain he lay, 
Although his crown was torn away. 
He held the scalp on high meanwhile, 
And viewed it with disdainful smUe ; 
Then feeling death, no more he said, 
But fell, and earth received him dead. 
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Below St Louis fled t1|e reil, 
Wed with tome other tribe more bleii^; 
And thus the tribe extinct became, 
The country still retains the name. 
They live in legend and in song ; 
Will ever fiune like this belong 
To those who peaceful live and die, 
Their only hope beyond the sky ? 
Nay f but a praise of nobler birth. 
And fitr above the feuds of e^arth — 
A higher, nobler, sweeter soQg, 
Their inmunrtality prolongs 
Round happy heaven's enduring thnme. 
Too great fi>r language to make known* 
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SCENES IN THE WEST. 



CANTO VI. 



T H B A E 6 U M E K T. 



A fiuther deteription of the eotrntiy— Massacre of Cliicago-^In praiw of 
the Western Pioneer — Wa situation, recreations, and hunting ezcimloiit 
described — Society in its origin, and the nature of his title to the publio 
domain iUostrated — ^Battle of the Miasissppi, and total defeat of Black 
Hawk — ^His army's disastroos voyage across the river — ^He is taken piii* 
(mer, and conducted to the capital city — Makes a tour through the United 
States, and is shown their great strength — ^He returns unto his own land* 
and dies in peace — Great lamentation is made over him, and he is hen* 
ored above all the generations of his people with the high prerogati?* of 
siff I'lasling Temembrance. 



X. 

CmcAOOy with her pien, and walls, and domM, 

And spacious edifices, higfa-built homes. 

And towers, the retinue <^ citj life, 

All arts, professions, occupations rife, 

And houses of resort for mijdtitude. 

The peasant, tourist, lei^med, and secfai4%; 
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Her solemn temples, that in grandeur vie 
With decorations sacred, spires on high ; 
Assemblies solemn, literati, too, 
With all that every sacred right pursue ; 
Critics, and editors, and authors just, 
Those led by sordid avarice, pride, or lust, 
Ambition, love of riches, place and name. 
Exalt themselves, while others they defiune ; 
Her beauteous beaus and belles in rich attire. 
All sights and sounds to glad the heart conspire. 
Was once the land of dire affiny and blood, 
Along Lake Mich'gan's green, unstable flood f 
New-built Chicago, &ted thus of yore. 
The grand metropolis of this western shore. 

II. 

For here a woful scene was laid, 
Whidi cast all others in the shade ; 
While Hull surrendered up his van. 
And wrought the fall of Michigan, 
Sad scenes to be remembered long. 
And history fit for tragic song. 
Town from the river takes its name. 
The river's from a chieftain came ; 
Som^ say from native onions wild. 
Which grew along its current mild. 
In by-gone years, less than three-score, 
A fort was built upon this shore. 
And manned by fifty troops of ours. 
Defence nnainst the savage powers. 
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In time <^ peace, when all weat well. 
The Pottawataraies here dwell, 
O'emm the country and the town, 
Quite lawless, ranging up and down ; 
A numerous race, with other tribes, 
Received Tecumseh's English bribes, 
Fought Harmar, Wayne, and sage St Clair, 
With shouts of blood and carnage there ; 
Red from the ground of Tippecanoe, 
Vengeance lor slaughtered chi^fi in tieir. - 
Few other fiunilies here reside. 
Shut out from all the world beside ; 
No place of safety could they reach, 
Or go beyond the sandy beach, 
Except by Indian trails each way. 
Through deserts where the savage lay. 
Nor yet, by sea a passage saw. 
Since late the M of Mackinaw, 
When England's trident proudly waved 
O'er that wide lake their borders laved. 



in. 

An Indian chie( in August of that year, 
Tall Winnemeg, of Pottawatamie tribe. 
Despatches brought from Hull, in high < 
To Heald, commander of Chicago's feit. 
His senior oflTcer thus instructing him 
The place to leave couM it be safely done. 
And to Fort Wayne repair, on Maumee lyiiigf 
High up, and near its source ; in which events 
21 
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All goods, provisions, public property, 

Should be distributed amoug the tribes 

Of neighboring Lidians, them to pacify. 

Delivering prompt his message, Winnemeg 

Stated to Captain Heald that he well knew 

The purport of the writings he had brought ; 

Urged well the policy of his remaining, 

With ammunition, arms, provisions, stores, 

So well supplied to stand a lengthy siege. 

Howe'er, in case he would depart at risk, 

He urged on him the great necessity 

Of his departure thence immediately. 

Before the foe, whose country they must pass, 

Yet ignorant of the message hfi had brought, 

Could raise a force sufficient to oppose them* 

This counsel, though 'twas faithfully giveUf was not 

Sufficiently regarded by the off 'cer. 

Who said, he should the fort evacuate, 

But not immediately, because of orders 

To give the public stores unto the tribes ; 

Till he the neighboring Indians had collected, 

And equitable distribution made. 

Could Qot feel justified in leaving here — 

A scrupulous honesty, when death so near ! 

But, the necessity of marching out. 

And leaving everything just as it stood. 

Suggested Winnemeg. ** For then," said he, 

*' While th' Indians are dividing of the spoils, 

Made drunken by the liquor they have found, 

You will })e able to effect retreat." 

Also, this good advice unheeded fell. 
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Earl/ next morn, wkile on parade, was read 
The orders to evacuate the fort. 



IV. 

The junior oflfcers he had not eonsuhed, 
In such emergency as well becomes, 
Because a coolness did exist between them. 
Not known the cause, nor is ft needfid now. 
The ensign and lieutenant waited on him, 
And, learning his intentions more at lengUi, 
Against them did remonstrate, ^e do not. 
Said they, believe our troops can pass in safety 
The Pottawatamie country to Fort Wayne. 
Although their chiefs, a part, were some opposed 
To an attack upon us in the autumn. 
Yet, they were moved by private, friendly motives,- 
Towards individual whites they moeh respected ; 
Not the Americans at large regard. 
In the excited state they now are in, 
We cannot deem those friendly chieft have power 
Their warriors to restrain, or pacify. 
Or influence tribes for vengeance thirsting now. 
Besides, said they, our march must be but slow ; 
Our children, wives must go ; our troops are few. 
Some invalids, and superannuated. 
Discretionary as your orders are. 
We think we'd better fortify ourselves 
» As strong as possible, and here remain. 
Succor may reach us ere we wre attacked, 
From Mackina ; and, should this eome to pass, 
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Unto the Ea^idk we hail better &11, 

Than yield as victlins to a savage Ibe. 

To this replied he, we are quite too few 

To stand the Indians ; said he should be censured. 

Should he continue in the garrison, 

When safe retreat apparent seemed to him. 

He, therefore, d^med it still advisable 

The Indiim» fe9 assemble, and distribute 

The public stores— ^n escort ask of them. 

With promise ^at a large reward be paid, 

On safe arrival ; adding, that he had 

In th' Indians' friendship, perfect confidence ; 

From whom« forsooth, the &U of Macktna 

Had been concealed, and which they yet knew not 



The junior oflPcers, after this reproof, 

From their self-swayed commander stood aloof ; 

Considering his designs approaching madness, 

But Iktle said that savored not of sadness ; 

And murmuring there pervaded much the groond, 

Disunion menaced, discord stalked around ; 

Soldiers, subiiltetns, waked to "discontent, 

Daring from their superioi^ to disseiU. 

Meanwhile, the savages surround the camp. 

Reveal their anger in ihe furious stamp ; 

And singly entered oft the fbrt,^ defying 

The sentinels, who their entrance stood deiqpiag; 

And without ceremony make their way 

To those aportoMNits where the captain lay. 
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For ere thb time An Indian nuner fooglft 
Their camp, a mesfage from Teeont^ broogiil^ 
Informiag them of Mackina't defeat^ 
That Hum from Canada had made retreat ; 
To Indians news most gloriona, said be, 
Arm for the war, and strike inunediateljr. 
You'll see surrender Hull and army all, 
And we shall reap a harvest in their fitlL 

n. 

More and nuve bold, and troublesome becana - 
The Indians now, whose ire began to fiame. 
One in Heald's parlor ran, took up a. gun. 
And fired it ofl^ pretending nought but fun. 
'Twas thought to be the signal <^ attack, 
.The aged chiefs and squaws walked forth and bftck 
Among the groups, meantime assembled round ; 
AppQ^ed much agitated, eyed the ground 
With looks of sorrow, tears anon descending^ /^ - 
As though some great calami^ impending;, / . 
For some, by kindness firom the whit^ receired^ 
Were friendly, and at their destruction grieved ; 
Could not the fury of the rest restrain, 
Impelled by vengeance for their kindred slain 
At Tipp'canoe, and hopes of gain immense, 
And thirst for whiskey, which became intense ; 
For plenty had the garrison in store. 
And this they knew, desired their death the m^t^ 
However, no movements hostile m^re dispkyt 
And, without bloodshed, passed another day, 
21* 
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But yet, eack iamnte here retired to rest^ 

Ahi terrible sutpente 1 Oh, «oi^ imblett ! 

Expecting to be routed 6roin where they lay, 

To tragic seenea beifore the dawn of day ; 

TOl clear bright nom^ appearing, lent them breath , 

Tet, was it Yiewed a preludie to their death ! 

vit. 

Tet, 80 infiUuated was their leader. 
That he supposed the savage to appease. 
And lead his little band in safety forth. 
While more and more apparent it becamer 
To others, that the hope was truly rain. 
From villages aciyacent now arrived . 
The Indians, and a council held, at which, 
Save Heald, the captain, |m> white man approached* 
Having been warned of massacre intended, 
Which they him lold, he said they must attend 
The councH-halL Thej gave a prompt refusal* 
And, when he sought the council, they repaired 
Unto die block-house which it overlooks ; 
Opening the port-holes, pointed cannon there, 
And saved themselves from massacre that day. 
Heald told the Indians that he would, next day. 
Distribute 'mong them all the factory goods, 
Provisions, ammunition, and supplies ; 
Desired of them an escort to Fort Wayne, 
Promised a great reward on getting there. 
The Indians friendship most sincere professed, 
And promised everything which he required. 
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The cGCuicil was no sooner broken up, 
The tone of deling that pervaded saw 
Many) and waited on Heald to disclose 
Opinions, and to ope' his ejes, could thej, 
His true condition alld their own to see. 
Twas wrong to furnish Indians thus with arms, 
For use against themselves ; e'en Captain Heald 
Could not approve on better counsel heard. 
So he resolved, without the least advice, 
Not heeding hid agreement with the Indians, 
That he'd destroy the arms and ammunition, ^ 
Except what for immediate use was needed. 
Next day distributed were all the goods ; 
When eve had come, the ammunition, guns, 
In sally-port^ were thrown into a well ; 
The liquor carried through the southern gate. 
Thence borne in silence to the river's brink. 
The heads of barrels knocked in, and their contents 
Discharged to mingle with Chicago's flood. 
Indians, suspecting, watched the tort so near. 
Perceived and witnessed everything that passed. 

vtit. 

Next day the gloom was for a while dispeUed, 

By Cd^ptain Wells' arrival with a band 

Of fifteen friendly Indians — son of Wells, 

A general much distinguished in Kentucky. 

He, when a child, was ta'en, and carried off 

By Indians, and adopted as a son. 

Brought up and lived among them many years. 
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A chiefUin fiunocl sinoe ^]f»^ Pontiai^ 

Conunaiided ladkiyr al 8t Ckar's defeat. 

And he who posied dettroctien 'laeng their ranks. 

When Wellf, but aeooiMl, held an henofed pott. 

He left the Indian mnk« fer better cejie«» 

WhdH he by ftealth the k^e oi whitee had leameo. 

The wife of I^ald watf too^ his near relation ; 

Hearing the danger that his friends were in. 

That rashly Heald did hazard so their safety. 

Came there to save them, or their fate to share. 

Too late he came to sa^ fer learning soon 

The ammunkion and supplies destroyed. 

Or given away, saw no alternative, 

Prepared by morrow's sun the march to join. 

Befere the king oi day went down to rest, 

Was held another council, where expressed 

The Indians their resentment in strong terms, 

For loss of liquor, arms, and ammunition-^— 

A violation of good feith, said they. 

Terms of the tieaty not fulfilled as promised ; 

Had seen the barrels broken, spirits spilled, 

And tasted of the river-grog next mom. 

Murmurs and threats through all the council ran. 

Black Hawk, in his allusion to this thing, 

Says : — Had Ihe whites but kept their promises, 

No blood on this occasion had been shed. 

A chief of some renown. Black Partrklge was ; 

A chief ^t fevered much the white man's cause. 

But savage anger he could not allay, 

When provocation had their vengeance roused. 

Soon as the council had adjourned, he came 
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To H«akl, and taking off a m^dal, worn 
Long time in fHendship, father, saidy I come 
To give. you up the: medal which you gavOt 
Long woni: by me in token of our friendship* 
Our young men are resolved to imlarue their hands 
In blood* I can't restrain thenii will not wear . 
This token when compelled to be a fi>e« 
Had doubts ezisted» now they were at end. 

IX. 

Still did die giyrrison, to death devotedi 
Continue to prepare for morrow's march. 
S<mie gallant spirits, buoyant, cheered the rest ; 
All things disposed and ready made that ore. 
To rest retired, a wild unseeming rest. 
With anxious cares and wakefulness much fraught 

Soon came the dawn, and beautifully bright, 
Phoebus, on burning chariot, brought the light, 
New-born, and Michigan before them rolled. 
In shining splendor, as of burnished gold. 

Then, to th' American camp, a message came, 
From chief To-pee-na-bee, St. Joseph's band, 
Informing them of mischief brewing in 
The Pottawatamies' camp, sworn to escort tiienl* 



Now from the fort, in onder and array. 
The troops with martial music take their way. 
Wells, at the head of his^ Miami friends. 
With blackened &ce, as Indian custom tends, 
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Led on tbe mn. With loaded guns ia hand^ 
The garrison, with tboee who have command, 
Next follow on ; while next, «nd in the reart 
The wagons for the sick and young appear. 
Tlie Pottawatamies, fire hundred strong, 
Behind all these, a dense and motley throng. 
Sworn to escort them slifely to Fort Wayne ; 
Ne'er was a trust reposed so much in rain I 

XI. 

Those in advance no sooner sand-hills reach, 
Which separate the prairie firom the beach, 
When the whole escort rear deceitful prove/ \ 
Their station leave, diverging towards a grove', 
And pass along the sand- bill's southern side, . 
Which intervening, now the bands divide. 
And having soon efiected this their plan. 
Showed their intentions hostile in the van. 
At this, who at the general welfare aimed. 
Kind Wells rode back, and to the Whites exclaimeidf : 
They're going to fight ! form, instantly, and charge ! 
His words were followed by a quick discharge 
Of musketry, behind the sand-hills 'twine ; 
The troops were instant formed into a line. 
And charged as they ascended up the hill, 
A man of seventy years, a veteran, foU. 

XII. 

'TIS needful that we paint the deeds of yore. 
That drenched in crimson this ill-fated shore. 
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The fi^t WM general ; the Miamis fied ; 
Their chief rode to the Indians, and thus said : 
You act a double paH, your trust betray, 
I'll be revenged on you another day ! 
m be the first to raise an armed force, 
To punish you for such a treacherous course. 
Then brandishing his tomahawk their cheek* 
Rode ofl^ his boon companions 'scaped, to seek. 
But nothing more of him or them was seen, 
Since their last scampering o'er the prairie green. 

xiu. 

The American troops were gallant, true, and bold, 
Hiough numbers few, their lives they dearly sold ; 
Ih battle died, and knew their end was near. 
Sought to forget all that on earth was dear. 
Vorhees, the surgeon, while the battle raged. 
As in the thickest fight he too engaged, 
Severely wounded, sufifering much with pain, 
His bounding courser 'nea^ his master slain, 
Approached the consort of Lieutenant Helm ; 
Said thus to her : — Think you they'll overwhelm. 
And take our lives, and not as captives spare ? 
My wound I think not mortal, don't despair. 
Perhaps, by giving all we can afiford — 
Perhaps, by ofiTering them a large reward. 
We may prevail, our safety to advance ; 
And do you think there can be any chance ? 



Oh, Doctor Vorhees ! spake the ladyHelm, 
Let's neither suflTer woes4o overwhelm, 
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Nor waste the rooaieiits few thai jel remaiiii 

In idle hopes— iU-femdedt rague and Tain f 

Our fiite's ineYitable ! this is clear ; 

Must soon before Jehovah's bar appear ! 

While yet within our power, let us preparO, 

And make our peace with him b j fidth and pnjw* 

Oh ! oh ! said he, this is no time to pray ! 

Confiised, a time of scaring and afiray, 

I cannot die I t am unfit to die ! 

A hh ea gh my dissdntion seems so nigh* 

Ah I had I to prepare a longer aptice I 

Death ! O how awful! stares me in the &ce ! 



XV. 

This moment witnessed Cnsign Ronan's &U ; 
Was fighting with two pordy Indians tall, 
Contending desperately upon one knee, 
Was nearly down, and wounded mortally. 
Pointing her fii^r there, the strife inferred. 
Directing bis attention thitherward. 
Behold ! said she, that young man, how he dies I 
How like a soldier ! Vorhees thus replies : 
Tes ! h^ perceives no terrors in his fate. 
And has no fears (^any future state ! 
An unbeliever— but not so with me, 
A candkbUe fer dread etemi^ ! 

XVI. 

Now raised his tomahawk, a savage yoimg, 
And struok 1^ tidy Heha» She instant spnitig 
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Aside, eradiBg from her head fall well* 
The blow intended, on her shoulder fell. 
She grappled with the Indian, sought in strife 
To seize and take away his scalping-knife ; 
And while she did this Indian warrior clasp, 
Another seized, and dragged her from his grasp ; 
Bore her resisting, onward towards the lake. 
As though 'twere better drowning, life to take. 
But, as he bore her rapidly away. 
She recognized among the dead that lay, 
The lifeless surgeon, man unfertunate ! 
Who sought no grace until it was too late. 

xvu. 

The Indian phmged her in the witter deep, 
She managed 'bove the waves her head to keep. 
She soon perceived her captor did not seem 
Resolved to drown, but rather to redeem. 
From savage violence, this his prisoner feir. 
This seen, she viewed him with attentive air ; 
And now, in spite of painted, black disguise, 
The white man's friend in him did recognize. 
It was Black Partridge. When the battle ceased^ 
And danger less, safe fitmi the Waves released 
His prisoner, aad conducted her away 
Along the sand. It was a sultry day; 
Much overcome by heat, &nd eflS>rts made 
Beyond her strength, and burdens on her laid, 
And anxious fer the safety oi her friends, 
And fer her own, the evil that attends, 
22 
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Her state was one of miseiy and raspente, 
And what f he felt was a^ony intense. 

XVIII. 

Thd troops with desperation fought. 
Until two-thirds their death had wrought ; 
The rest surrendered to the foe^ 
And grace received, ae(5ounted so. 
Save one, a sacrifice, who turned 
From mercy, and their offers spurned ^ 
A soldier's consort, often told. 
To tortures worse than death were sold, 
Those captive to the Indian bands, 
Resolved she'd fitll not in their hands. 
And when the foe her presence sought, 
To fnake her prisoner, desperate fought; 
And though assured of treatment kind< 
Unchanged the purpose of her mind^ 
Refused protection, would not yield, 
Was cut in pieces on the field. 

xtx. 

A wagon, children twelve contained. 
Still on the strand untouched remained ; 
A single savage gave a yell^ 
Approached the place, and on them felL 
As crufelQr itself to mock, 
All fell beneath his tomahawk. 
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'Wells saw at distance, yet uahaniied» 
Exclaimed aloud, his foes alarmed, 
Though he to them a prisoner was, 
" O, what a violated cause ! 
If this 's your conduct, I'll kill too ! 
Your squaws, papooses Will pursue !" 
Then turned his courser's head around, 
Rode off unto their camplng.ground. 



XX. 



Now, soon as he had started on his way, 
There fi^owed several Indians in his rear, 
Discharged their rifles at him as he flew. 
He laid himself flat on his courser's neck. 
And got, as one would thought, quite out of reach, 
When lo ! one ball from his pursuers sped, 
Which execution done exce^eding rare. 
Severely wounded him, and killed his steed. 
Again a prisoner, savage foes came up. 
Wa-ban-see, Winnemeg were both his friends*— 
Among the number, sought his life to save, 
Already disengaged him from his steed, 
And kindly were supporting him along, | 

' When Pe-so-tun, a Pottawatamie, 
Drew out bis scalping-knife, and stabbed poor Wells; 
Inflicting in the back a mortal wound. 
In arms of friends he fell, and breathed his last 
A tacriflce for those he came to save. 
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ZXI. 



The battle ended, prisoners all secured. 
Conducted to the Indian camping-ground ; 
And here the wife of Wau-bee-nee perceiving 
The lady Helm's exhaustion so extreme, 
A kettle took, and dipping up some water 
From sluggish stridAtn there flowing constantly. 
Some maple-sugar stirring in it, 
Grave her to drink forthwith^ It was, said she. 
The most delicious draught t ever tasted. 
The kindness of her manner, 'mid such scenes 
Atrocious, touched my heart The fort became 
A scene of plunder. Beasts of stall lay round. 
Or dead, or dying," scattered o'er the ground ; 
The words of Ensign Ronan called to mind, 
** Such is our fate, to be like brutes shot down f" 
The wounded prisoners fell ; while those unhurt. 
Remained in wigwams of their, conquerors. 
Complete the Work of plunder now ; division 
Being made of all the finery in the fort. 
Shawls, ribbcms, feathers, befids, in rich profusion 
Scattered about, the fort was set on fire. 
The Indian trader having hence removed 
Across the stream, Wa-ban-see and Black Pftrtridge 
; ^9!toiod sentinels at his door. All things seemed traa^tuU ; 
But now another swarm, more hungry, came 
From Wabash eonntiy, most implacable 
Of all the bands of Pottawatandes. 
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To carry tklings, runiiers had been sent 

To all their Tillages, informing them 

The fort to be surrendered, and its spoilt 

Divided, and the people massacred. 

These hurried joyful on with utmost speed. 

To reap rich harvests from the awful scene. 

And share the glory of so vile a deed. 

Arriving at Aux Plains, they met returning, 

A party bearing, a wounded chief along. 

Informed by these a battle had been fought, 

A victory gained, divided all the spoils — 

The prisoners sported with, and they not there. 

Unbounded was their rage. Then hastening much* 

Their march, until Chicago they had reached, 

In token of designs malevolent. 

Their fiices blackened — marked the trader's house 

For massacre, to reap a plundered share. 

Amid th' assembled household and their guard, 

His parlor entered, ceremony none. 

In silence sullen, on the carpet floor, 

With anger in their looks, themselves they seat. 

As though in taciturn they would explore. 

And taunt devoted victims ere their time ; 

(A doom anticipated, deepens, more sublime !) 

Impress an earnest of impending wo, 

Or on so base design an air of grace bestow. 
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xzni. 



Black Partridge saw their looks, and knew v/imX pftseed 
Within them — to remonstrate dared not haste. 
To Wa-ban-see said, in an under strain :->- 
To save onr friends, our efforts are in vain ; 
The trader and his liouse remain no more } 
I now behold them slain, their loss deplore ! 
There's nought of effort can prevent their doom- 
But hark ! another band of Indians come 
Across the stream, a friendly whoop I hear; 
Who knows what chance of safety may appear ? 
Alert upon his feet Black Partridge sprung. 
Advancing to the river, met the throng. 
When gained the bank, he thus accosts their chief r«^ 
Who are you, sir ? and do you bring relief? 
I am a man, their leader prompt rejoined ; 
3ut who are you, of such assuming mind 1 
A man like to yourself; but tell me, chief) 
Who are you for 1 and do you bring relief 
To peaceful men, who always keep their &ith ? 
You who so late arrived ? Black Partridge saith. 
Then he replied : The Sau-ga-nosh proclaimed, 
I am ; though Billy Caldwell oftener named. 
My father was an off'cer of high rank^- 
My mother Wyandot, to be thus frank. 
'Mong them an heir to princely power I &11, 
Though educated sure in Montreal. « 

Adopted chief upoii my mother's side, 
But Englishman, or Sau-ga-nash, my pride. 
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If ikaa you are, life on your ttept depends ! 
Tour presence, nought but this, can sav^ your friendt ; 
Then make all haste, and to your ^peed add wings, 
Fly quickly ; ask not more the state of things ! 



XXIV. 

% 
Their hastened to the place the new arrived. 
And entered there with calm deliberate step ; 
And, seemingly unconscious of what passed, 
Well pleased, hi 9 own accoutrements took ofi^ 
And laid aside ; his rifle placed away 
Behind the door. Saluting them, he said :— « 
How now, my friends ? a pleasant day to you. 
Enemies, I was told, were lurking round ; 
But I rejoice that here are none but friends. 
Why have you blacked your &ces ? do you mouiH 
The loss of relatives in battle slain ? 
(Mistaking their intentions purposely,) 
Or, are you&sting? if so, ask our friend 
Here, and hell give you all you want to eat. 
He is the Indian's friend, and ne'er refused 
For once to set before them what they need. 

XXV. 

Ta'en b^ surprise, the foes ashamed became. 
Nor deigned their baneful purpose once to name | 
But, softened down, in tones subdued, they said : 
Some cottoo, white, in which t' enWrap our dead^ 
We've come a&r to ask of our kind friend. 
That decency our burial rites attend. 
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Twas given widi preftents^ some increaie of itMe $ 

Appeased, tke j wei|t ia peace, aad came no more. ' 

UbM skared two wounds, ML seven his beauteous Mde, 

For she a steed oT noble blood did ride ; 

Tlie (be, uninjured, sought it to obtain, 

And on the rider flung their darts arfiain. 

One demon furious on her did advance, 

Armed with a rifle, tomahawk, and laace. 

His tomahawk uplifted to destroj $ 

Now she, in time of danger, was not coj— - 

Accustomed there, amid rough scenes to dwell. 

She knew the Indian character full well $ 

And, looking him directly in the face, 

She smiling said : — You surely won't disgrace 

Your noble person, raise that valiant arm 

Against a feeble squaw, to kill or harm ? 

The warrior's arm fell nerveless by his side ; 

The words had reached his heart, and touched his pride. 

Thus, innocence and right prevail o*er wrong, 

And peerless hermnes subdue the fierce and stxong. 

ixvi. 

But others yet pursue. Then up came one 
So rude, well nigh the fatal deed had done ; 
Was in the act to tear her head-dress oS^ 
To gain his trophies, and the crown to doff; 
When to her rescue came up Chaudonnaire, 
Of tribe St. Joseph, honorable and &ir, 
And offered fi>r her ransom, his new prize, 
A captured mule, ten bottles rum likewiee ; 
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The laii tempUUion o'er ker fee prevailed. 
Biit her perceiving had been much assailed. 
And wounded ofl, observed that she might die ; 
The buyer would the whiskey then deny. 
Inquired if he would risk vicissitudes ; 
He gave assent, the bargain thus concludes. 

XXVII. 

QasI with her children in a boat on shore, 
A buffido robe thrown o'er, she was enjoined 
Silence, at life ehe valued* Here remained 
Still, uttering nought of sounds coukl her betray. 
To foes who came for captives there to search* 
Meanwhile, by an Indian from the Kan-ka-kee, 
Who had lor him strong personal regard, 
Her lord was captured. He, beholding thom, 
Hie woi^ided, feeble state his wife was in. 
Requiring care, by pity moved, released 
His pri^otter without ransom, to attend 
Her to St. Joseph's. Here, by Chaudonnaire, 
Conveyed. Hie Indian who so nobly done, 
Set free his prisoner, to his tribe returning, 
Saw their displeasure manifest so great, 
That he resolved a journey to this place. 
His prisoner to reclaim. But news of this 
Preceded him. Then^ by Ke-poo-tah's aid. 
And Ta-pa-na-bee, they were ta'en en boaid 
A bark canoe, and paddled by a chief 
And wife to Mackina, alovg the eoaat ; 
Received as prisoners there, thence to Detroit 
Were sent In final time, and happier hour, 
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When friends did triumph over British power, 

Perfidious Proctor felt in turn defeat. 

And great Tecumseh fell, thej were exchanged. 

Lieutenant Helm was wounded, prisoner made. 

And carried off by Indians to Au Sable ; 

St. Louis thence, and captive there time long ; 

When, through the aid of him who deals in furs, 

Who o'er the tribes had influence, was set free. 

Wounded, his bride, her courser slain beneath ; 

When scenes surpassing romance, suffered through^ 

Led caplife to Detroit. But whether she 

E'er met her ^ithful love on earth again — 

Poiyeotured here he did not long remain, 

Historj informs not us. But one thing true, 

She long survived him, lived in honor, too. 

The soldiers and their wives, and children all, 

Among the foe, where'er their lot did &11, 

On Wabash, Dlinois, and Rock were ta'en ; 

Milwaukee some ; there until spring remain 

With their wild captors, some a longer space, 

Much longer ; at their hands did find more grace 

Than friends anticipate, till ransom came. 

And heaven-made peace restored their rightfiil claim. 

XXVIII. 

That okl and mighty hunter. Time, 
Whose feats are known in every clime, 
Swings his broad scythe with ruthless sway, 
Sweeps- all the scms of men away. 
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A loftj generation dies. 

Another, and another rise ; 

And bards that sweetly sung of yore, 

In GrecU, Rome, or Albion shore. 

Lie low in dust, their harps unstrung, 

And mute the voice of those who sung. 

And ancient colonists there were, 

Who loved to breathe the mountain air, 

As now do these. They had their day. 

Flourished and fell, and knew decay ; 

And so shall these— «nd in their place. 

Successive spiing another race, 

Foi]geUul of their sires ; alone, 

And only studious of their own. 

Ah I since their race so soon is run^ 

Like shadows ended with the sun, 

Haste to resound their praise, before 

TheyVe numbened with the dead of yore I 

Ask no reverse, O son of earth ! 

Enough thou art of heavenly birth ; 

Nor seek, lamenting o'er thy fate. 

To give th' appointed bounds a date. 

Oh ! be content to have thy 4ay, 

Its boon of praise, its transient lay ; 

Then, ripe in virtue, mount on high. 

To realms of pleasure in the sky. 

Let others 'flourish in thy room, 

For this is clear the sovereiga doom^ 

And will of God to mortal men. 

Who 'grants them years three-score and tea* 
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O, doei there still exist on e^r^ 
The fire which gave the Iliad birth I 
Made mortal mea immortal here, 
By painting meed to fimcj's ear ? 
Or died it with the fidl of Rome, 
Of Grecian aichiteot and dome ; 
When great Pantheon felt decay, 
Or Pope and mitoa pa«ied away 7 

XXIX. 

If strains of mounting fire Hesperian lands 
Can boast firom harps attuned by mkstrel hands ; 
Or any power <^tune to thee belong. 
Raise, muse, to western pioneers a song! 
Come, lovely Clio ! yet for once inspire 
A dull recluse with thine immortal fire I 
That o'er the poet's soul soft rapture flings ; 
Attune the lyre, and touch the tender strings ! 
On great Columbus be due honors shed. 
Of all the rest, the sovereign and the head. 
And thou, O Boone I shalt be rememb^^d Imig, 
Of western pioneers first in the throng. 
Johnson and Harrison, who fought on Hiames, 
Benton, and Clay, and Cass, are western names \ 
Jackson, who served the country in his prime, 
Unyielding man, the hero of his time ; 
Immortal men, on western hearts engraved. 
By tyrant custom could not be enslaved : 
Statesmen, of whom oiar countrymen are proud* 
Round such, what awe, what recollections <»rowdl 
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The tide of emigration rolls along, 
Beneath such sapient minds, and hands so strong, 
Like mountain^ torrents tumbling from the hiU ; 
Must every mountain, evciy valley fill ; 
Millions on miUions hail the glorious land. 
And crown it with the works ci their ingenious 
Virtuous and free, a blessing on mankind ; 
Where reigns forever free immortal mind. 
And thou, &r Oregon ! with mountains high. 
Whose snowy, cloud -capp'd towers salute the sky. 
Present one spacious garden to the sight. 
Whose clustering beacons mock the starry night ; 
Till meet the eastern and the western main. 
Till the whole continent one subject plain. 
One happy people fill from shore to shore. 
One happy people hear each ocean roar ; 
One glorious nation, send up, blest and firee, 
Their universal shout of liberty ; 
So loud and long, that all the earth shall hear. 
And all her kings shall shrink away with fear, 
And learn our glorious governmental plan, 
Tin man no more shall domineer o'er man. 
• 

xzx. 

The canvass-sheltered pioneer I name. 
And he who fiir from eastern country cadie. 
Within, his infant family are drawn. 
His stock he drives before him o'er the lawn. 
O'er rivers, hills, and dales, for many a day, 
A tour through many States, he takes his way ; 
23 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 BLACK HAWK, AlID 

Under the open heavens^ in prospect cleafy 

Arrives^ at length, the weary pioneer. 

The opening heavens around his pathway shine, 

And nought he marks but owns the hand divine ; 

And now with logs his cabin he doth build, 

With chumps and clay between the cracks are filledf 

With clapboards long he covers o'er the roof; 

One room, one door, one window is enough 

To serve the present time, till he can rear 

A fliture mansion, land for tillage clear. 

Think not too meanly of his scanty dome. 

His wild, unpolished, and romantic home ! 

Ye, who are not thus used, without a sigh. 

On simple nature solely to rely ; 

For this is nature's child, creation's lord. 

And nature's bounties crown his frugal board. 

Soon flocks and herds his pastures wide adorn. 

His spacious fields are covered o'er with com. 

To speak like holy writ, they shout for joy, 

They join in worship, songs of praise employ. 

To their great Maker, who with goodness crowns 

The circling years that roll. Rejoice the downs. 

On every side the little groves and hills. 

The mighty river, and the purling rills. 

Falling from high, or murmuring under ground. 

The landscape fair below the sky profound. 

Each living creature, housed in earth or air. 

And all that with the beauteous can compare. 

That utter sounds uncouth, or speak in song. 

Forever their diurnal notes prolong ; 

All speak a harmony, a rapture here, 

Send up a note which, to the listening ear 
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or him whose heart is full of nature's love, 

Is faeavenlj music like to that above ; 

That thrilling on his soul without alloy, 

Fills his most grateful heart with floods of joy. 

Toil, recreation, peace, his life adorn, 

Sweet is his hour of rest, and sweet his mom. 

Oft he awakes the huntsman's horn to hear — 

The chase is up, a fox, a wolf, a deer I 

Swift bounding o'er the lawn, through wood and dale. 

Swiftly the hounds pursue and scent the gale. 

His boufiding courser bears him swift along ; 

Wolves, dogs, and huntsmen, steeds, together thn»g ; 

A widening circle formed ten leagues around, 

And driving inward to the centre ground ; 

They meet, and in the narrow ring exposed, 

A score of prairie-w<^ves are oft enclosed. 

Then here is sport, and glee, and high explok 

Performed by curs, and hounds, dragoons adroit, 

And bounding coursers swiftest in the chase ; 

Not like Eumelus, of ethereal race, 

Tet equal, we doubt not, in strength and force. 

To waft their riders foremost in the course. 

Autumnal eve, when shines the silver moon. 

The hunter se^s to find the fotted 'coon. 

zxxi. ' 

But, should there come a snow to deep^ 

The nimble deer can't run. 
Then, girding on his snowy shoe, 

Tlie huntsman with hb gun* 
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Walkf all nnsinking careless on 

The summita of the heaps, 
And overtakes^ and shoots him dowOf 

While stru^ling in the deeps. 

XXXII. 

A hunt of this kind, long to be remembered. 
Near Danrille's pleasant village, years ago. 
Took place in populous county of Vermilion* 
It would be well, perhaps, and to his liking, 
To give the reader smattering of the climatet 
This fitvored season of the years that roll ; 
So pleasant was the weather all that fall, 
Exceeding fiiir up to this time convivkl, 
E'en to the new year's day, no wintry blasts, 
That devotees of pleasure, in their glee, 
Upon that day foot-races barefoot run. 

xxxni. 

Preparing all things proper for this huntr 

A tall tree in the adjoining forest felled. 

Brought forth, and set it up upon a height. 

In middle of the prairie, raised a flag, 

For many miles around which could be seen. 

Then men, some mounted, some on foot, with dogs, 

Begin, from all sides round, to drive the wood, 

Joining the prairie, moving towards the fla^ 

Until together in the centre meet 

In narrow ring thus formed, enclosed^ that dajT* 
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Wolves twenty.seven, some wUd-cais, and mom 4eer. 

Few had the fbitune good to make escape* 

Were present here, of the pursuing host,. 

On this occasion, 'bove two hundred dogs, 

A hundred foot, two hundred three-score steedsmen ; 

For 'twas a time of great hilarity* 

Great was th' ambition and exertions much, 

or hounds and curs, who well performed their tank. 

By routing, chasing, in the propei^ course, 

Whato'er wild animals came into their wajv 

Until they'd driven them out upon the prairie, 

In open sight. The huntsmen and dragoons 

In swifl pursuit then joined, and being fresh 

On track, took easy lead of curs and hounds. 

The buoyancy, exhilarating spirits 

Of those engaged, surprising truly was. 

Victorious o'er the wolves, the steedsman nxfo, 

Borne swiftly by his bounding courser on. 

While he, loud neighing, in a glee of triumf^, 

Assails them oft ^ith open mouth advanced. 

Or furious tramples them beneath his feet. 

Follows the feast — when, seated round the place 

Of rendesEvous, beneath the liberty-pole. 

The parson's blessing is solicited ^ 

Then, with good appetites and jovial hearts. 

Begin they to partake what their good wives prepared ; 

Their custards, venison, shortened cakes, 
Eggs, hams, and tarts, and seasoned steaks ; 
Their sweetmeats, puddings, choice nick-nacki, 
Cheese, chickens, joles, and apf^e-jacks ; 
28* 
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Their miaee and nmooaroni piesy 
Fruit, pound, and cakei that spongy rite ; 
Baked pigs, roast turkejs, cheerful song, 
God grant they may enjoy the blessing long I 

XXXIV. 

■ / 

In -eastern countries, there are many persona 

Not well informed, or not informed at all. 

Correctly, on the products of the soil. 

And state of things as here exist &r West, 

Or well-authenticated statements don't believe 9 

Regarding them extraragantly false ; 

Esteeming immigrants to this (air region 

But reckless ramblers, wild, infatuate. 

Entirely from the human world gone out. 

Of people civilized, to dwell among 

Mere savages, or but the least remove. 

These sentiments were common, years gone by. 

And still prevail to limited extent. 

Hence, certain stories strange they used to tell. 

In high derision of this country's soil. 

And growth of plants ; and thus wouki they begin I 

• 

This is a wondrous country, sure ! 

The land is rich, the water pure. 

Here bread spontaneous grows on trees. 

And waffles flutter in the breeze, 

Well buttered, sweetened, hesh and ftir, 

And fragrant balms perfume the air. 

Hefe Ceres rears her corn as tall 

As any pine or Chinese wall ; 
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And diose who gather it, must walk 
High ladders, made to climb the stalk. 
Wild hogs quite plenty here, they say, 
In woods and wilds along highway ; 
The sweetest and the Attest pork, 
Stuck in their backs a knife and fork. 
Already in good style are baked, 
With sauce and spices stitfTed and caked - 
Inviting hearers, as they run. 
Polite as any mother's son. 
To come and dine, partake the feast. 
And count it favors none the least. 
And here are plenteous 'coons, they say. 
That walk the earth in evening gray ; 
The way they snare them is quite winning, 
Bring them down from trees by grinning. 
The best of sugar pours from trees, 
Like sweetest wine upon the lees ; 
Each hollow oak is full of honey. 
And here there is no want of money. 
And as to prairie-land so clear, 
'Tis what they cannot make appear ; 
We don't believe such tales as these. 
More than we do the moon green cheese. 

XXXV. 

In view that throw we may some further light 
Upon this country's early history. 
When first by whites 'twas occupied, so fiir 
As titles are concerned, to lands ere sold 
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By CongTMs to the men who settled there. 
Well give the reader an account succinct 
Of a claim-trial that took place that timet 
In then the infimt village of Milwaukee* 
Proper to state, bj way of prefiu^ here. 

That Mr* M ^ presiding o'er the trial, 

Was, and is still, the District Court's first jiMifp ; 
\ And has for sevipral years discharged the duties 
Of office with ability and honor* 
The advocates are men of high repute. 
Still here residing ; have at dlfierent times 
Been chosen of the Legislature members ; 
By fellow-citizens respected much. 

S D , defendant, is an honest farmer. 

To his profession does abundant honor-^ 
The credit of his townsmen well enjoys 
And we would state, by way of palliation, 
In his behalf that claimants on their lands, 
To have their claims respected, and prevent 
Others from seizing them, have made claim-laws, 
, Requiring persons occupying thus, 
To be in lull possession of the land, 
To make improvements certain in amount : 
Building a cabin, clearing, cultivating 
Acres a stated number, farmer-like, 
Proportioned to the size of tract so claimed : 
Binding themselves collective to defend 
Each other from encroachments that might conif • 
The plaintifi^ it is true, improvements made. 
Sufficient in amount him to entitle. 
Perhaps, to the prot0ctipn of hi^ cla«9 » 
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But be had neither made them to accord 
With rules specific of the law exact. 
Nor reallj settled there upon the land. 
Either in person, or by substitute. 



Therefore, S— — D , though not excusable 

Wholly, for entering this disputed tract, 

Especially, as the plaintiff and first claimant 

Was in the country, near at hand, and ready 

The title to contest, and rights assert ; 

Yet, circumstances of the case were such. 

As in degree to justify his course 

In settling on this claim identical. 

He deemed it would confirm him in the right, 

His title be acknowledged paramount 

To that of claimant first, whoso title there 

Was merely nominal, in his opinion. 

He hoped to be sustained by claimants, bound 

By solenm obligations to protect 

Those of their class, in any righteous cause ; 

But otherwise the popular voice declared. 

Consulting not opinions, as was need. 

Especially in community like this, 

Where great asperities need soflening down, 

Not weighing causes and eflfects aright, 

S D possession took, a cabin built tlMveen, 

And into it his rising &mily moved. 
The culture of the rugged soil began. 
By clearing, fencing, raising there a crop. 
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Btitp not withstanding, lia was dispoisegiAd 
Bj fareo, and ditinherited of all, 
By the first claimanta ; bachelors were the J. 
He took possesgion goon a second time, 
Deeming his right attii feaglbJe ; then 'twas, 
Tbe litigation neit described took phice. 

XXX VTt. 

Deliglitfiil Tillage of Mihvaukee I 

I went in November your beauties to ace j 

Leaving my home, and the land of my ttyage, 

To visit the early and now-founded Yillage. 

I entered your courts, th<? jttry I saWj 

And M your attorneys^ and connf^ellors at law. 

The leRmed jtKlge, enthroned, looked sedate and compli 

cent ; 
The eages of law sat sroiling adjacent. 
It seemed a lime when joy, in profusion. 
Pervaded the council, and far off coUusioni 

They called up the case of S D and Peters f 

Witnesses, too, as thick as mosquitos. 
After the evidence had gone on apace, 
The lawyers got up to argue the case, 

W , the per test of theec, led the van, 

Acknowledged by all as an eloquent mam 
He says, this is trespass by common law \ 
As clear a case as ever I saw ■ 
Also, by statute of this territory. 
And this ii the way to tell the story. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



scsma IN THE wsfT. 375 

Kind gentlemen, too, 'tis quite anreasonable. 

That these poor bachelors thus, unseasonable, 

Should rude]y be stripp'd of their rights and their lires, 

Merely because they have got them no wires. 

On relevant topics his subject had length. 

His reasons supported by wisdom and strengtli; 

Showed the first claimant's title most sure and most clearly^ 

And proved, beyond doubt, he had paid for it dearly. 

S— D— — , the defendant, was rowed up Salt river» 

The plaintiff he put in possession forever. 

A , generous, saw this, and beheld it with grie( 

Arose in his might fi>r defendant's relief 
A ^ll-timed intrusion it certainly was. 

Poor D needed sadly such prop to his cause. 

Wholly unlike treacherous Arnold of old, 
Who basely betrayed his country for gold. 
So skilful in law, and trusty was he. 
The judge declared he honored should be— - 
He, therefore, made him a State attorney, 
And, of this office, he proved himself worthy. 
Gentlemen, he says, these lawyers have taken 
A course, which by all should be forsaken ; 
Whilst one, advocating, stands up, as appears. 
The other sits by, shedding crocodile tears, 
For bachelors old, who deserve not a claim, 
Encumbering the ground, and but settlers in name ; 
While an actual settler, as all you agree. 
With his lady and children, my client must be. 
Tou would vacate the land, and turn out of door 
The industrious &nner, because he is poor ; 
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And shut agaiiisl him all bowels of compaisioii, 
And swallow the camel to IbUow the fitshion* 
This speaker gare them such goin^ Gfet^ 
It made the lawyers lock quite sober $ 
"We thought thej could not answer amaint 
Having two to one, they rallied again. 
Soon after diis noble speech was ended, 
And from the rostrum he descended, 
As I was penning this down, as may be, 
He came and addressed himself thus to me : 
To -write Uiis down you are taking much pains, 
But for sale, now, have you got any claims ? 
No, says I, my claiming business is done, « 

Whibt yours, it appears, is just now begun. 
For, after the claims with me are at rest. 
You counsellors have the title to test ; 
And, when before you the action is brought* 
Youll confirm such titles as I have bought. 
When I hunted claims, I went ftir and near, 
Resolved from all others to keep myself clear; 
And if, through mistake, I jumped a man's dains, 
As soon M I knew it, I jumped off again. 

'Twas then that the gallant T arose, 

These adverse proceedings firm to oppose ; 
With boldness and much gesticulation, 
Draws from the audience their high admiratioB ; 
Extends his arms aloft with grace and thumps, 
Puts aH his dire opposers to their trumps — 
By powerfU smds, with reason much imbued, 
Proved headstrong D a reddess 
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Such elo^pience, and long, with powerful sway. 

Bore down all opposition, won the daj. 

The learned judge did then address the jury, 

And thus, to them, he mildly told the story :— 

This is a case of trespass, vi e$ armis^ 

And you, the jury, must try what the harm if. 

And if you find that these poor bachelors grand, 

Had peaceable possession of this land. 

And had complied with the known customs good. 

That were adopted in their neighborhood ; 

And if you find the plaintifiTs both int'rested 

In the said claim, which now is to bo tested, 

Yqu must, indeed, a Verdict ^or them find ; 

This is the law in cases of this kind* 

The jury, ever faithful to their trust. 

Soon for the plaintiff brought a verdict just, 

Against poor I> ; for he the case bad lo0t» 

Sixpence the damage, sixty dollars cost. 

* 

xxxvnt. 

Our detaiL<^ the army in progression^ 
And operations martial on their part, 
'Twill now be necessary to resume. 
And unto Black Hawk's sad retreat return. 
Hopeful to gain the Mississippi ere 
O'erta'en by Atkinson in swifl pursuit. 
For here illustrious Dodge, of sober yeari. 
Bears credence first among the pioneers ; 
Before .the res^ his ^ly was enhancing, 
While with more mpid strides he was advaadog^ 
24 
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Whetber it was that the oommandiiig general 
Reposed in Dodge a greater eonfidence. 
Such risk and task important to perform, 
We know not ; but are sure be was commissioned 
To go before the army in pursuit. 
On the fourth night since they Helena leftf 
Unto a late encampment of the foe 
They came ; there found an aged Indian sick. 
Abandoned bj bis people to his &te. 
For 'tis, among some Indian tribes, a custom. 
Travelling from place to place, when on removing, 
To leave behind the aged and infirm, 
Provisions furnishing a somewhat stock. 
Which to consume and die. But, in this case, 
They no such stock did leave, for reason plain. 
That they had none to leave ; none for themselves. 
They deemed, no doubt, that he would be discovered 
By his pursuers, and be saved firom death, 
^ Lingering, protracted, from a long starvation. 
By the more welcome bullets of his foes. 
This Indian old the army did inform, 
Black Hawk and all his train had that day gone 
To a place called Bad Axe, on the Mississippi, 
To cross next mom, on August's second day. 

XXXIX. 

Meanwhile, that day the Indians reached the river, 
Striking it forty miles 'bove Prairie du Chien, 
Some having died of hunger and fiitigue. 
Black Hawk immediately essayed to cross ; 
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Prevented hj calmnitous mishap. 

For here, the steamer Warrior he encotmtered ; 

A white flag raised, the truce to supplicate, 

And sue for peace in his distress extreme* W * 

To the captain called, to send his boat on shore, 

That he might there surrender up himself 

To save his squaws and children from the death, 

And swift destruction hanging over them. 

Quite certain 'tis, that he the peace desired. 

On anj terms, to save the remnant left* 

If thirst of blood had been rapacious less. 

And more respect indulged for flag oftruce^ 

Held sacred 'mong all nations of the earth, 

Farther destruction of the lives of men 

Might well been spared, the nation's honor saved 

From reckless violation of their faith. 

And ruthless cruelty in this affitir. 

But no respect was shown ; charged with decoy, 

The dogs of war let loose without delay. 

Swept scores of that unhappy race away. 



The steeds all wearied out, or'neariy so. 
By marches forced, the foe to overtake, 
'Mid weather sultry, overcoming heat. 
The soldiers much exhausted with ftitigue. 
The general ordered that the army halt, 
In order hastily to refresh themselves 
By food, and some fow bours' repose, before 
They entered into battle, that they might 
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The better be prepared for sanguiae fray ; 

That OB next day, at second lionr of mom, 

Long ere the rosy dawn should streak the East, 

They AJkbe ready for Uieir line of march, 

O'er those three leagues that led to fields of conqusst. 

That hour, precise, the bugles sounded loud, 

Through all the camping-ground, the notes of war, 

Their heroes calling to the field of fight 

The ibllowing was the order of the battle : 

Dodge, with his squadron of the mining troops. 

Was honored with a place in the front rank. 

The* regular soldiers, in&ntry, dune next, 

Under their General Taylor's high command, 

He who immortal honors won in Mexio' land* 

And next him. General Henry's brigade fi>llowed - 

To this succeeded General Alexander's ; 

And next, and last, came General Posey's on, 

Whose band tl^ rearwguard of the army formed. 

XM. 

A forlorn hope, select, and led by Dodge, 
Were sent, a chosen score, their foe to spy f 
A service perilous to execute. 
Different diviskms of the army thus 
Disposed of, every preparation made 
Needful, the bands elate their march begin. 
Had not fitr gone, ere one of the fi>riom 
Returned with tidings that the foe were near ; 
Having discovered his out picket-guard. 
This told he to the general of the host f 
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From him to all subordinates was it sent. 

'Twas followed bj accelerated march ; 

Firing in little time commenced in front. 

The Indians, from one rising ground to next, 

From time to time were driven, still keeping up 

A constant fire, on erery eminence, 

O'er which they knew their foes obliged to pawu 

Still, being routed from their hiding-places. 

At length sought safety in a body main. 

Retreating to the river bottom, where 

They joii^ in one great.efibrt to defend 

Themselves and families, or in battle die. 

Here Atkinson resolved to take each step 

Deemed needful, to prevent the foe's escape. 

Or down or up the river ; prudently 

Ordered the generals Alexander, Posey, 

To form the army's right wing, and move down. 

Directed Henry and brigade to form 

The left, and march along the Indians' trail, 

Which lay to south, so near the river's bank, 

At to prevent a passage out that way. 

Then roust the infantry, by Taylor led, 

And Dodge's troops, the front and centre form. 

AH of this army, regular troops except. 

Were mounted volunteers, militia-men. 

XLII. 

The army marshalled thus, in dread array. 
The almost perpendicular blufii descend, 

VmiH the river's bottom-lands they read 
24* 
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A valley.forest, clad with heavy growth 

Of various ornamental trees; with shrubs, 

^uch undergrowth, thick, matted grass, and tall ; 

Of fallen timber, sloughs, ravines, quite fiill ; 

So plenUfuUy sprinkled as t' aflbrd 

The foe the means a strong defence to make 

A heavy fire commenced, which was returned 

By th' Indians with much spirit. Then sank they. 

And disappeared behind the fallen trees. 

Till they could load ; when they again rose up, 

Discharged their pieces, raised a hideous yelL 

XLIII. 

s 

Down tomahawk and rifle sank. 
Like &llen. warrior's deadly clank ; 
Down sunk the Indian where he stood, 
And disappeared among the wood, 
'Mid herbage, willows, and thick grass i 
As though the earth, to let him pass, 
Had ope'd her mouth as deep within, 
As when she took Abiram in. 
Here lay concealed those wary sons. 
Till they could safely charge their guns 
But soon was changed their wildest yell, 
To loud lament o'er those that fell. 

XLIV. 

Then hand to4iand the fight becoming general, 

The pale-faced troops rushed through the daric defilaay 
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Ravines, and strong-holcls t^the bidden foe^ 

Driving them out from all their hiding-placet. 

Slew all that came in their destructive way. 

During this time, Posey, and Alexander, 

With their brigades were marching down the river. 

With a part of Black Hawk's band fell in high up. 

Routed, and slew of them the greater part. 

Sometimes, in their advance, would cross an Indian 

Lying in ambuscade among thick brush. 

Who had not well obeyed his chieftain's voice. 

In his retreat ; whereby alone was left. 

Oft startled thus, by almost treading on 

The brawny frames of such stretched on the ground ; 

Sometimes amid tall weeds or osiers lying. 

Like serpents in the grass, not venturing flight. 

Nor yet to fire their guns, lest it expose them 

To those who showed no mercy to a foe. 

They stirred not, but remained and held their bre^ath. 

Hoping discovery none, thereby securing death. 

XLV 

The part which Black Hawk acted in this battle, 

As soldier, patriot, soul magnanimous, 

Was highly to the credit of his heart. 

And in good keeping with his" high career-^ 

Consistent with his lofty mind and aim. 

He seemed, as ever he had been, impressed, 

Duly, with this absorbing sentiment — 

That still his cause was just, pretensions good ; 

That, though he'd &iled in its accomptishment, 
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Which was to reinstate his people in 
Their ajKuent territorj ; what theyM lost 
Recover, and to which thej had.a right. 
As he believed, bj laws of Deity ; 
Tet, he still felt an inward consciousness 
That he his duty had dischai^ed full weU 
Unto his nation. Buoyed up by this, 
Determtned still to do what yet remained 
Within his power, in saving their retreat* 
Retrieving their condition ruinous ; 
Ofl much depressed in mind in this sad flight 
He seemed, for fear of its results disastrous. 
But purely national was his concern. 
Not caring for himself^ but for the rest ; 
While o'er the ruins of his country wept. 
Yet sorrowed not like one who'd lost his hope, 
And with it all the will and power to work. 
Something he still could do— that something was, 
To put ^rth all his energies sublime. 
And firmness, to conduct a safe retreat. 
And this he did. All duties he discharged 
Of a good general-^^one what man could do, 
In such a desperate, hopeless cause forlorn. 
All quarters were denied him by his fee, 
And left him no resource but in himself 
Going from group to group of his dejected 
Followers, reminding them the great events 
Which on th' issue of this battle hung ; 
All being at stake, and their salvation resting 
Upon their valor and success ; much now 
Exhorting to he valiant in defence 
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Of wives and childreii dear ; endearoring kardf 

At risk of life, the enemy to repulse 

From river's bank, and force a passage o'er 

The Mississippi to its western shore. 

Their last grand barrier 'gainst a safe retreat* 

The motives which inspired this generous savags. 

Posterity will approve and venerate. 

Unto the brave, high-souled, adventurous spirite 

Of earth, it will eternally endear him. 

What general on this mortal shore, 
In such a strait, accomplished more ? 
Not Buonaparte, in that sad hour 
Of his retreat from British power ! 
Nor WeDington, who passed lor nought, 
When the first baUle lost he fought I 
And sure they had no better cause, 
Than fight £or country, kindred, laws I 

XLVI. 

Finally routed from all f^ace of reiiige. 
Surrounded on all sides, and driven like flook 
Of timid sheep from wolves, in horror flying 
To th' outer verge of Mississippi's bank, 
Evil, perceived they, had be^en them ; 
For, oh ! to cross so wide and deep a river 
So rapid in its current, in foil view 
Of a victorious, unrelenting foe, 
Both eager in pursuit and close in rear, 
Under most &vorable circumstaneei, miMt^ 
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Conki BoC bat be diMtCnmi m eitreme; 
Mock more to mutt it prore to tbeiii» wbo now 
Were ooproirided with the aeedfiil baiki 
To croM that awfiil giM, impassablev 
Barrier tremendous, hindering their escape ! 
Theb minds were filled with awfid apprehensioiw 
Of consequences fearfbl that would follow. 
Dreadfid ahematire ! to be thos forced 
To plonge the river headlong, and expoee 
Themselres to danger imminent of drowning, 
Or fidl bjr cruel hands upon its banks ! 
Thus circumstanced, with dangers such before. 
Destruction worse behind, they lingering stood 
Upon the outer bank of Mississippi's flood I 

XLvn. 

The dread appearance thereof and the thoughts 

Of being compelled to cross it,, without bark 

Or rail to buoy them up above the waves. 

Astounded them with an amazement sore. 

Involuntary forced them back with horror ; 

They turned away, and stood aghast in view 

Of such a mighty effort so revolting ; 

But worse destruction from behind pursuing, 

Impelled them onward, and their minds strung up 

To deeds of mighty daring. Braving all. 

In the deep waters, headlong, straight they plunged, 

Where many drowned ; others, pursued too closely, 

Strove t' evade the leaden death by diving—- 

But all in vain ; for our sharp riflemen, 
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Who could, from top of tallest tree there stood, 

Pick out, perchance, a squirrel's eje, or pierce 

The head of duck, ikr off^ in re-appearing 

Above the water's surface, found it easy 

In diving Indian's head a ball to lodge. 

The women, children, and of warriors part, 

Mounted on ponies, in their haste plunged in. 

llie time, the least delay permitted not ; 

The ponies with their freight succeeded well, 

And gained the western shore, a few except, 

That were so overladen with the living, 

Beskles to bridles, manes, what children clung, 

That under weight of such a burden sunk ; 

Could not the current stem ; with all their load 

In waters deep were drowned, the stream bore ilowa. 

The shattered remnants of their bands succeeded 

In gaining Mississippi's western shore. 

No danger from their fi>es of being pursued, • 

Till boats could build, or otherwise obtaid. 

ZLVIU. 

So great, indeed, was their discomfiture, 
All furthermore pursuit was needless deemed. 
Three hours the raging of the battle held*— 
Of women, children, prisoners taken fifly ; 
Of warriors, none — no man surrendered there. 
As they no quarters sought, or sought in vain. 
None they received, but were iji battle slain. 
Their loss in numbers still remains unknown. 
Though near a score of anxious years have flown. 
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XLIX 



O, noble Mississippi ! father flood ! 

They tioge thy peaceful waters with their blood t 

Yet thou roU'st on majestic as before, 

When these, and those pursuing, are no more. 

Yea, future nations here may rise and ^1, 

Yet wilt thou lift thy head, and look unchanged on all I 

Tlie red man of the wood, like mommg dew. 

Has disappeared, except a harmless few ; 

Where once his curiing wigwam's smoke appeared, 

Farms beautiful, and little towns are reared ; 

And where in war-dance played by stream or pool, 

Oft heard the cheerful hum of village school. 

His light canoe on rivers way has given. 

To boats majestic, that by steam are driven. 

The noble lakes, long where ho lived seclude. 

And used to bathe his limbs in solitude, 

Are covered o'er with numerous trading ships, 

That daily spread their sails, perform their trips. 

The happy people here their fears release ; 

Here grows and blooms the tree of sacred peace ; 

The eaitii no longer drinks the blood of slain ; 

That it may drink no more, God say amen ! 



The formidable train of Black Hawk, now 
No longer as an army did exist ; 
For, so completely panic-struck were they 
Who yet remained, and so confounded with 
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The terrors of so dreadlbl a defeat, 

Became as dead meB, having no more strengtli, 

Courage, or resolution toTesist ; 

But, scattered o'er a length of way m fl^t, 

Without to discipline the least regard. 

Black Hawk's attendant, constant friend, tile pr<^het| 

From whom he counsel sought, divine direction^ 

In case of danger and of trial oft. 

Turning to him, discoursing thus began : 

BLACK HAWK, 

My brother most revered, and ^ithful guide ! 
Of our late loss disastrous, and defeat 
Buinous, you told me nothing. Had you no^ 
By astrologic signs, or dreams prophetic, 
Appearance of a heavenly visiter, 
Or otherwise, some warning of this thing f 

PROPHST. 

Warning, 'tis true, I had of this eveirt 
Direful ; not making: known, did not dissent 
From thee — convinced this could not make things better. 
Would thee diatrass, and serve thy mind.ta fetter ;. 
Vigor relaxing, idiereby our great doonv 
With heavier vengeance on us all had,iCQina;. 
For, in my dream the n^ht before,. 'twas givMl . 
To me to view, suspended high m heaye% . 
A mighty ball of fire. While this I ejed^ 
It fell, and brake in pMces by JBf aide. 
26 
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Hie many pieces turned to blaang staiBf - 
And seemed to skip about like living fires, 
And one by one they turned exceediog pale, 
. Went out with imitative sounds of wail, 
That filled my soul with horror but to hear, 
And showed our nation's end and ruin near. 
Few, burning pale, did wander out of sight. 
And shadowed forth a renmant saved by flight. 

BLACK HAWK. 

The warning we could not for^o. 
As by experience sad we know ; 
Yet let us still by Mth inquire. 
And ask of our Almighty Sire, 
The signs our future course may show, 
And what we do, and where we go. 
But first we'll make a sacrifice 
Of all we do most dearly prize — 
Cast our tobacco in the fire, 
And offer up our heart's desire. 
And the Great Spirit grant, this nighty 
A visioned omen fair and bright 
Our chief long watching, sunk to rest, 
Prayer labored in the prophet's breast. 
All night he nought of slumber found. 
But walked a solitary round ; 
Oft viewed in prayer the burning brand, 
And all the heavenly moveme^its scanned* 
He saw before the dawn of day, 
A sign which orossed the serial way ; 
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And thenoe arose a burning star, 
A supernatural sign, and far 
Into the north it made its way. 
There stood, all luooinous as day. 
Hie prc^het called the weary diie^ 
And showed the dgn of their relief! 
He saw the omen, and was glad, 
Unto the prc^het thus he said : 
This is my andent mother's star ; 
She saw it through the future far ; 
Foretold my &te in andent day. 
And said a star should mark my way, 
And be my guide in that sad hour 
That gave my foes the ruling power. 
Up quickly, prophet ! rein our steeds, 
For I must follow where it leads. 
It shows the way of safety 'troe. 
For this was kindly promised, too ; 
If to my foes I be betrayed. 
Their hands from violence shall be stayed. 
Obedient to the mandate given. 
Obsequious to the will of heaven. 
Devoutly grateful went they forth. 
And journeyed onward towards the north. 

LI. 

Pursued by Winnebagoes, they, ere long. 
Were taken prisoners, brought to Prairie du ChieOt 
By Decorie, Chaeter, chie& of tribes. 
The off 'cers of the fort were present now. 
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And other persons of disdnotioii, many. 
The scene was interesting and impiefleire. 
In deer-skins, snow-white dressed, appealed the oafytites* 
Seated, his message Deoorie delivered, 
And prisoners to the diaige d Qeneral Street 
Then, Black Hawk rose, the general ihm laddreesed : 
Great chief I youVe ta'en me prisimer, with my waniora ! 
When I fcould not by Indian tact prenrail. 
To fight you fiice to £^0 I was constrmned. 
I fought hard ; but your guns were too well aimed ; 
Like singing-birds of air your bullets flew, 
And whistled by our ears like wintry winds. 
My warriors fell around me ; dismal looked it 
I hoped assistance 'from some neighboring tribes, 
Who promised foithful they would join my standaid^^i 
Deceiyers told me that our British &ther 
Would secretly assist us to r^ain 
The lands we'd lost— on that we might d<qM&d. 
The Pottawatamies could riuiasacre 
Families defenceless, lying on Indian creek ; 
Say Black Hawk done it; but they to(^ good eaxo 
Not to fulfil theh* promises to him. 
By omiing to his sud in time of need. 
i saw my evil day at hand, and then 
The^sun rose dim upon us on that mom ; 
- In darkness set ; looked like a ball of fire. 
That was the last sun ever shone on Black Hawk, 
His .heart, <kad in his bosom, beats no more ! 
His numbered suns are tiiree-score years and six, 
And the infirmities of age are on him. 
Now to the white men he has fallen a prisoner ; 
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TheyHl do with him th^ wish ; but he can stand 
Torture ; and he of death is not afraid. 
He is no coward. Black Hawk is an Indiana- 
He's nothing done an Indian to disgrace ; 
Nothing for which an Indian need feel shame. 
He's for his countrymen and kindred fought. 
Against white men, who came, year after year, 
To make his people drunk with their fire-water, 
And rob them of their fiirs and hunting-grounds* 
He's satisfied. He'll go to the world of spirits ; 
His &ther there will meet him, and commend him. 
Black Hawk disdains to like a woman cry. 
He loves his wife, his children, and his Mends ; 
He cares not for himself. Farewell, my nation ! 
Black Hawk to save you tried. He drank the blood 
Of some o' the whites. He has been taken prisoner, 
His plans are stopped, and he can do no more I 
His end is near ; his sun is g<»ng down I 
And he will rise no more ! Farewell to Black Hawk. 



Ln. 

Was taken to the capitolian city — 
Urst words he uttered in his interview 
With the nation's chief^ were these distangnished ones. 
Descriptive of his character sublime : 
^ You are a man, and I, too, am a man.** 
The whites^ much honored the magnanimous chiei^ 
Black Hawk. The better to convince him d 
The daring nature of his bold attempts, 
26* 
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Tnuk^Kurted Urn tbcougk their ip>eat thcrcmgiificraBy 

Their metropolitaD, capitolian towns, 

And cities, on a tour through all the States ; 

Showed him tiieir mokitude, and population dense, 

Then* strong-holds, forts, and towers, well fortified. 

Harbors, and. guns with calibres immense. 

The aged chief beheld them with his eyes. 

And listened with surprise to their loud roar ; 

Examined them minutely with his hands. 

They showed him, also, their stean^baps.of waz^ 

Tremeniom, and their do<^s, and navy-yards. 

Then- seventy^-fourts, witJi all their triple- dedcs, 

Mounted with long eighteen's and forty4wa% 

That, on &ei ficst discharge, cut masts away ; 

Hh&t troo{)t, mUitia, independent companies 

In ,unifi>nn^ with ^numerous land-«rtillery. 

And all iharmilitaTy preparations. 

Nothing in all tiie land, of wariy^e nature, 

Or inatmoient, .assault or of defieaoe. 

But they did show it him, and tell its use ; 

All these the <ihief beheld, astonished much. 

He cAce belieyed that, with ten thousand men, 

He, through the States, could march triumphaotfy.;. 

But now he saw how futile^ rash, and vain 

All such attei^pts, Filled with surprise iuid awe^ j 

LUX. , 

And non^rWfff iJifti^'^W i«4j^^imej|, 
Thatthr(U)ged4ib€t>i^.'Mi|^:^hkf^i^ 
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From pboe to pkee, hiondlf be ihw «xpraued : 

Brothers 1 jou are a great and mighty natioii ; 

Your people, in ikeir mulUtode, are like 

The twinkling stars in heaven we cannot county 

Or dust of earth, or grains of sand on shore. 

All efforts to reslBt your arm of power 

Are utter vanity, I'm well convinced. 

m go and tell these things unto my pec^e. 

Tour strength and might, your navies, fleets, and anniea, 

Are numerous as the leaves our forests yield. 

I will instruct them in the ways of wisdooi. 

Brothers ! my people few are thinly scattered ; 

They're very small, and weak as helpless infants. 

Tis better that they silently extinguish 

Their council-fires, and leave their native land, 

And graves of their fore&ihers, quietly, 

For r^ons more remote beyond the river ; 

There be content to dwell, nor more return, 

But go e'en &rther still, should you desire, 

And ask no reason why you thi^ require. 

Tis useless ! prudeooe prompts this course 4 andmonBi 

That we in no more bloody wars engage, 

To thwart the inclinations of your people. 

It was a lovely country, in our eyes 

Delightful ; we were loth to give it ^p. 

Many our people did oppose this trea^ ; 

Had they been counted, and the teara they ah^ 

I think our lands would still have been our own* 

Brothers ! I a^k you, in v^ peopled name. 

Us to protect in thaitaaew land we^, 
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'Gainst ottier tribes upon whose borders Imed, 

Encroaching on, lest thej destroy us there. 

We know our weakness and £brlom conditicm, 

Orphans and strangers in a distant land, 

As o'er a wide and thinly-timbered country 

We're doomed to rove, our hunting-grounds inferior. 

Great Manitou hears what I say ; will be 

A feithful witness 'tween you and my people. 

Fm done. But be you sure to tell my words 

To the tall white chief of all your pale-faced brotheiSy 

Who oocupes the splendid mammoth wigwam 

In Washington, your capitolian city. 



UY. 



Unto his people he returned, and told 

Them all that he had seen, and all the words 

The white chief told him ; what he'd said to thenL 

He died in peace and honor in his land ; 

Was gathered to his people ; over him 

Great lamentation made. They buried him 

On Des Moines' eastern side, in what was called 

Few Purchase, in Iowa, with such honors 

As military heroes do receive, 

By customs known 'mong red men to obser^os. 

They mourned in usual way, by uttering 

Sounds guttural, and plrayere to Manitou, 

For his safe passage to the land of spirits. 

And here, him to lament, would often come 

IQs friends and people, bringing him rich presentii 
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Lurge pieoM of tobaoeo, faonej^ooiid), 

Placed bj likn in Us tombj-utteiii^ wild cries ctgAA 

In prairie land, upon an aninenoe, 

Quite near his habitation, and the rirer, 

The grave of the renowned is situate, 

Of him, the prince and hero of his race, 

The mighty, and unconquerable Black Hawk I 

His grave, constructed in the Indian mode, 

Was wide and deep, and in its western end. 

And in a sitting posture, was he placed ; 

His countenance looking towards the rising sun. 

His staf^ that Clay did give, was placed upright 

Beside him ; on it his right hand did rest. 

By him his garments, tomahawk, and gun ; 

A splendid uniform did he have on, 

Presented to him by our nation's chief 

His &ce was painted red, and striped with black, 

Just as a youthful Indian dandy paints. 

When he goes wooing ; thus conveying thought 

To living red men, that their great, high chie^ 

Had gone a-courting to another world ; 

Where, if he should receive the signal favor 

Of the Great Spirit, he would be united 

To a woman who had passed these mortal bounds. 

There live forever in green hunting-grounds. 

Where deer and elk abound, and no white man, 

Them to molest^ be suffered there to come. 

Thus was he honored, according unto all 

That was revealed of him to Gentle Dove, 

BQs great maternal ancestor, alone, 
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The only chief' mong all the fiunilies, tribes. 
And kindreds of his people, who could daim 
The high prerogative of everlasting fiune. 



LT. 

live, O illustrious chieftain of the ^acs ! 
The noblest, last, and bravest of thj race ! 
live in the affections of thy people ever ! 
live in the records, and the songs of history I 
Let no man censure thee henceforth, or dare 
To call in question thy motives pure ! 
Against thy character sublime say aught, 
Or strive to rob thee of inunortal feme I 
Forever perished be that hand, that name, 
O'er thee obHvion's curtain fein would draw. 
Or tear away from thy most noble brow 
The chaplet wreath of thy resplendent glory 1 
Sleep, warrior I to thy rest thou must return ; - 
As all thy fethers have, so e'en must thou I 
For ah ! to death, what monarch needs not bow t 
O joyful, unconfined his spirit be ! 
For freedom loved in life, in death may he 
Inherit largely it Sleep thou in glory's bed, 
In quiet, mighty chief of nation red I 
Alone had wisdom in thyself to know, 
And magnanimity to vindicate just claims. 
Thy people's rights ; appealing to the sword. 
The last resort, when efforts else had feiled ; 
m-feted hour, and desperate cause, though just ; 
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Hurling defiance 'gainst gigantic pow^; 
Who tyranny in every shape condenmed ; 
While Dodge and Doty, Tallmadge, prudent meui 
Far in the north, and Renolds, Duncan, Ford, 
Ck>yem successively this land of thine. 
Of Nit-o-me-ma, and Omaint-si-ar-nah I 
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